The

Belfry

January 23, 2020

Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church

Love is the spirit of our church, where …
...we gather to worship...
...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all...
Forthcoming Services, Worship at 10:00 a.m. Sundays, Announcements at 9:55 a.m. unless stated otherwise.

We are a Welcoming Congregation, r ecognized
by the Unitarian Universalist Association. This
means we affirm and include people who are
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer at
every level of congregational life—in worship, in
program, and in social occasions—welcoming
them as whole people. https://tinyurl.com/rcazkcj
*****************
January 26th
The Hope Inside your Pithos, Helen J. Batchelder
It’s just sitting there, that “thing with feathers,” as
described by Emily Dickinson, singing, waiting out
the storm, asking nothing of that which inside it
dwells. So sweet it is, so patient. So constant. But
what’s the extent of its influence? What’s the best
way to use it? Is it at risk? Does it run out? And
just how is it actionable? (See page 9 for bio.)
February 2nd
“Lynching” Rev. Jill Cowie

Maya Angelou once said “History despite its
wrenching pain, cannot be unlived but if faced with
courage need not be lived again.” We as a nation,
must face our legacy of lynching, something, Ida
B. Wells, a 19thCentury Unitarian anti-lynching
activist considered to be primary America’s sin.
How do we atone for this sin so that this history
need not be lived again?

February 9th
Loaves & Fishes, Guest Speaker
Join us as we continue to consider the wonder of our
capacity for resilience. This week we will look at
the things that help us to recover and or adjust to
challenges and changes. Hugh and Maddy Silk will
share their experiences as our liaisons with Loaves
and Fishes and we will be learning more about
Loaves and Fishes and it’s important mission of
supporting those in need who look for outside
supports as they meet life’s many challenges.
February 16th
Rev. Jill Cowie
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Minister’s Musings

A History That Must Not Be Repeated

This is an inspiring time to be part of our faith community as we reach out to get out the vote, counter voter
suppression, and to participate in spiritually grounded values-based conversations with voters in this and
neighboring communities. But, what I want to talk with you about is an action urgently needed but not much
discussed; the need to protect reproductive health in our state.
Surprisingly, we have incredibly restrictive abortion laws in place here in Massachusetts that were put there by
anti-abortion politicians who fundamentally didn’t believe that abortion should be legal but were forced to
legalize it because of the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. Leading Senator Jamie Eldridge and others are

sponsoring the Roe Act to affirmatively put the right to abortion in state law and remove all barriers for
accessing abortion.
I probably don’t need to tell you all that it is a scary time for reproductive health care access in the United
States. In 2019 the Trump administration gutted the Title X program, denying millions of low-income
women access to reproductive health care. Additionally, anti-choice state legislatures have passed 43 abortion
restrictions in states across the country, and that includes what is functionally an all-out ban on abortion in 11
states. For the moment the all-out bans are not being enforced but the new makeup of the Supreme Court
could change that very soon.
Justice to me means self-determination and bodily autonomy - our ability to make decisions about our own
bodies, lives, and futures. I can’t help but reflect how far we are from that justice when one in five women
and female bodied people will be raped in our lifetime, one in three of us will experience intimate partner
violence, and practically all of us will experience sexual harassment.
Today, one of every four women has an abortion. I am one of them. I know from experience that deciding to
have an abortion is a complex and often heartbreaking decision made for deeply personal reasons. Journalist
Ms. Flanagan writes, “No matter your opinion about abortion, or what the law says, the truth is women will

continue to get abortions. How do I know? Because in the relatively recent past,… women have been willing
to risk death to get an abortion. When we made abortion legal, we decided we weren’t going to let that
happen anymore.” Please call your State Legislators and voice your support to protect reproductive rights and
promote reproductive justice.
Resources for more information:
https://tinyurl.com/https-archive
https://tinyurl.com/https-prochoicemass
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-Rev. Jill

From the Co-Presidents of the Board …

The Board needs to change the date for our “Evaluations That Energize” workshop. While we previously
scheduled it for February 2, we need to reschedule it for Sunday, March 22, 12–2:30 pm due to a conflict. We
think we found a day that things are quiet at church!
As a reminder, this will be a potluck after worship, followed by a workshop to discuss and review all of our
ministries. We are using a process developed by a UU minister and she says, “To go forward, we must first
understand where we are and how we got there. We must know our strengths and the ways in which we need to

fill in gaps.” We’ll ask a series of questions and small groups will discuss their answers. This review process
uses an interactive model, as ministry is relational and interactive. If you participated in a Cottage Meeting three
years ago, it will look a lot like that. Some of the questions we’ll ask:


In what ways is this church different from how it was a year ago?



What about the congregation’s ministry is working really well?



What about this congregation’s ministry could be improved?

For each question, we’ll think about how the lay leadership, congregation, and minister contribute. We hope
you’ll join and bring your thoughtful observations. If you would like to participate and are unable to attend on
March 22, please email us stacie@64crayons.com and h.bachmann72@gmail.com. We’ll work to make
alternative arrangements for you to attend, as everyone’s voice is important.
Have you noticed the “I See You…” board in the vestibule of the church? Before church or during coffee hour,
take a look at appreciate all of the ways we share our gifts with each other and the larger community. Grab a
card from the table and add something you notice. This “I See You” board is part of the focus of our church (and

the UUA!) this year: The Power of We.
More on The Power of We! The SJMC has joined with the national UU the Vote campaign. This initiative is
about including electoral engagement in the work of our ministries so that we are working in our larger
community to live our values. Human rights and climate are going to be big issues in the November election.
Part of our work as a congregation is to figure out the best ways we can “UUtheVote” to make a difference.
Read more in the UU World article: https://tinyurl.com/UUvote2020
In peace,
Heidi Bachmann and Stacie Green, Co-Presidents
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Here we hold ourselves responsible for the religious education of our children and ourselves,
to carry out our mission, and to support our church.
Religious Education
“Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart,
and learn to love the questions themselves.”
—Rainer Maria Rilke

January saw the closing of Chalica; new teacher
teams; the Sing and Be Well pickup choir; and new
lessons.

Bare Hill Pond, Harvard
We are a People of
Integrity and Resilience
We are now here in the midst of winter’s cold and
snow—though we did happen on a very unusual and
worrisome January thaw of 70-ish degrees. It was an
anomaly; and a dangerous symptom of a warming
planet. How then do we lift up our heads, search our
souls, and commit to the action needed to care for our
earth? How do we show that we are a people of
integrity and resilience, after this season of holiday
tidings?
We are learning: An RE Perspective
December brought us together celebrating Chalica;
Solstice; the Mummers play acted by our children and
youth; caroling on the Common, a new tradition; and
our shared gift-giving ministry of filling shoeboxes
for the African Community Education (ACE) program
for newly relocated to Worcester, immigrant and
refugee families from Africa.
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Mummers play, 2019

Our children and youth learned hands-on what
integrity meant by building towers and marshmallow
structures. They also sampled the power of we by
working together to gain greater heights and creativity
in their structures..

Here we hold ourselves responsible for the religious education of our children and ourselves,
to carry out our mission, and to support our church.
RE is Taking Action

Thoughts solace and being UUs

Several charitable collection opportunities are being
headed up by the children and youth.

As we live through the starker months of January
and February, we are reminded of integrity and
resilience, our monthly Soul Matters themes. The
COA youth will be experiencing these things firsthand in their service work. In the broader sense, we
are focusing on the “power” of community coupled
with our inner strength, and the ability to keep on
going even when things are difficult. I think we all
need a boost right now.

The Coming of Age youth launched their collection
drive for February’s ReachOut Worcester retreat for
the homeless. Contributions includes: toiletries, hats
and gloves, mens’ white socks, and mens’ and
womens’ underwear.

The children are asking for toiletries donations to fill
Valentine’s Day bags for distribution to families served
by Loaves & Fishes.
Our Covenanting group is asking all parents, teachers,
teaching visitors to gather Sunday, March 1, to talk
about and commit their efforts to the covenantingprocess related to religious education.

Perhaps this is a time of
leaning in, even finding
solace, in our Unitarian
Universalism faith. It may
be a time of patience;
taking small steps to join
others; honoring feelings
of loss and loneliness;
trying a new thing every
day; and staying open in
the moment. There is
work to be done—
together.

On the calendar
The children and youth are looking forward to Rev Jill
being this month’s story-sharer in RE. They will be
helping with the Hungarian potluck, collecting
toiletries and filling them in
Valentines Day bags for
families in need through Loaves
& Fishes, and planning auction
items and all-congregation
services.

In warmth.
Laura Vilain
Director of Religious Education
The Coming of Age youth have a two-day retreat
planned in February to “reach out” to the homeless
through the ReachOut Worcester program. They will
be delivering our donated clothing and care items, and
sharing a meal with those in need. Their work includes
an intentional, late-night walk through the center of
Worcester led by ReachOut staff and guides—an
opportunity to understand and care about those without
homes.
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Here we are inspired to explore, reflect, and grow spiritually; and are safe to share our deeply
held thoughts and values ...
-- Supporting “No More
Deaths”
For several years the UUSC has supported the No
More Deaths team that has been trying to provide
water and sustenance to migrants struggling in
unbearable heat to cross the Arizona desert to safety.
In their attempt to criminalize humanitarian activism
the government pressed felony charges against Scott
Warren who provided water to two migrants in Ajo,
Arizona. Recently twelve jurors ruled that he was
“not guilty of felony harboring charges for providing
food, water and orientation to two men lost in the
desert while crossing the US-Mexico border”. Judge
Collins declared that leaving the water for migrants
was an expression of religious belief and was
therefore covered under the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act. Nearly twenty UU faith and social
justice leaders were there to participate in a prayer
vigil at the courthouse and to celebrate the
announcement of the verdict.
Glen Frederick

Women's Alliance of the Harvard Unitarian
Universalist Church
Our mission is to bring together the women of our
Church to discuss issues important to women, to offer
an opportunity for intergenerational friendship, and
to support the special needs of the church. All are
welcome.
Evening Meetings: We meet in the parlor of the
Fellowship Building on the first Tuesday of the
month. A potluck dinner will be shared at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by a brief business meeting. The programs
begin about 7:30 p.m. Everyone is invited.
February 4, 2020 @6:30 p.m.
“Two Opportunities for Peace and Reconciliation”
Ted Johnson
The art and practice of Compassionate Listening in
Israel-Palestine and Alabama. Insights from recent
trips to Israel-Palestine and Alabama. Come and
discover the potential for significant change within
the context of careful and compassionate listening.

Hostess: Diane Cordner
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New to Harvard Unitarian Church or Unitarian
Universalism?
Come to a fun, interactive three session series during
which we delve into our theology, history, and make
meaning together. February 9th, March 8th, March
29th, 11:30-1:00 in the Fellowship Building's
community room.
Brief Synopsis of History of Unitarianism

Long long-ago in MVXXX (1530) Michael Servetus
wrote, at age 20, in Latin, an essay called “De Trinitinitatis Erroribus.” At age 30 he was burnt at the stake because of his anti-Trinitarian beliefs and his rejection of
infant baptism. He also did not believe in predestination
or original sin.
David was a minister in King John's court. He convinced
John that Unitarianism was a good religion, but after
John's death Stephen Bathory, a Catholic, proscribed
"innovation." David continued to preach that Jesus was
not God, but a prophet, and was imprisoned in Deva for
innovation in 1578 where he died that year. 300 years of
reprisal followed, due mostly to the Roman Catholic
Church.
After World War I the Transylvanian plateau was ceded
from Hungary to Romania and thus the Transylvanian
churches are ethnically Hungarian.
The "sister" church Association first began in the 1920s,
but it fell into disarray when the depression came along,
followed by World War II, followed by the Ceauşescu
oppression. The ruler, Ceauşescu, was assassinated on
Christmas day 1989. Since then the partner church organization with has grown. We have now partners and both
India and the Philippines as well as Romania.
We have been partnered with our partner church in Andrasfalva Romania since 1993 when they were meeting in
a schoolhouse. We have seen the building of the church,
which is shared jointly with the reformed church, since
1995. It was dedicated in 99. It is a small church, only
four square walls and pews. No bell. Or running water,
and the minister lives in the next village, Avramesti. The
minister is Istvan Berei. He and his wife Eniko have one
teenage child, Tamas.
There are a number of travel opportunities available. The
website is: https://uupcc.org/trips.html.
Mary Donald

Here we support individual and collective service to the larger community …
Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences …
Please share your “Power of We.”
An Invitation
We are inviting your committee and volunteers in the church community who work with you to join the
covenanting team for a one-hour facilitated conversation using an appreciative inquiry process to help us create a
collective answer to this question: To what do you give your hearts and act upon that connects you to a larger
whole? We will lead thr ee r ounds of conver sations using these mor e specific questions as pr ompts:
What two values does this group center in the life of the church?
What do we create together, or aspire to create, that acts upon these values?
What greater whole do these actions connect this group to?

Dates: Your committee has been given a time most likely on Saturday February 29th, between 9:00-12:00 or
1:00-4:00 or Sunday March 1st, 12:30-4:30. A few meetings are scheduled for a Thursday night. Piali De, Jon
Green, Barbara Kemp or Rev. Jill will be attending committee meetings in January to talk more about this
process. Please invite volunteers who support your work.
The Covenanting Team is hosting 6 facilitation session during the last week in February. The schedule is below,
please attend any or all! Thanks for participating!
Rev. Jill
Barbara Kemp
Piali De
Jon Green
Covenanting Team Schedule
Group One: Justice Works
(Including Partakers, Loaves and Fishes, HRPI, 1619 Project, Women’s Alliance)
Covenanting Date/Time: Monday Feb 24th, 6:00-7:00
Covenanting Team Lead: Jon Green
Group Two: Connection and Caring
Covenanting Date/Time: Thursday, February 27th7:00 -8:00 p.m.
Covenanting Team Leads: Rev. Jill/Barbara Kemp
Group Three: Financing Our Mission
Covenanting Date/Time: Thursday March 5th, 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Covenanting Team Lead: Barbara Kemp
Group Four: Stewardship of the Congregation
Covenanting Date/Time: Saturday Feb. 29th, 9:00-10:00 a.m.
Covenanting Team Lead: Rev. Jill
Group Five: Sunday Morning Experience
Covenanting Date/Time: Saturday Feb. 29, 11:00-12:00
Covenanting Team Lead: Piali De
Group Six: Serving our Families and Children
Covenanting Date/Time Sunday March 1stat 1:00
Covenanting Team Lead: Jon Green
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Here we support and care for one another …
Healing Conversations Grief Group at Harvard
Unitarian Universalist Church

February Birthday Wishes
Go to …

Healing Conversations is a small group specifically
for those who are moving through grief of a major
loss in their life. The group meets four Tuesday nights
starting on starting February 11th to share stories and
experiences, to learn about the grief process and to
talk about what it means to move toward healing.
Some of the questions we will explore are: What is
this thing called grief? How have things shifted and
changed in my life? How do I take care of myself?
What will my life look like now? Where do I find
strength and support?

Aidan Aciukewicz
Jim Clark
Teddy Coffin
Ella Corbett
Sam Dyer
Erika Krause
Gunars Medjanis
Chris Ready

To register email Rev. Jill or Elinor our administrator
to let them know of your interest.
Revjillcowie@gmail.com or Admin@uuharvard.org

If you missed the opportunity to give us your birthday
month please contact the church office:
978-456-8752, or admin@uuharvard.org. Thanks.

From the Admin Office
Thank You to Darrell Wickman and David
Kendall for all their efficient and thorough snow
& ice shoveling this winter!
Tax statements for 2019 are in the mail. This
represents any tax deductible giving to HUUC in
2019. These are not pledge reminders. If you find a
mistake, please let me know.

Vigil for Those Impacted By Depression,
Addiction, and Suicide February 5th 7:00 in the
Sanctuary

Have you been impacted by depression, addiction or
suicide? Sharon Concannon and Rev. Jill and Joe
Dzekevich invite you to share a quiet, reflective, and
healing space with others. Bring a symbol, or sacred
object as we create an altar that holds our collective
sorrow, fear, love and resilience.

Our monthly newsletter, The Belfry is sent
electronically as a pdf, and is available on our
website. Let me know if you need to be added to that
email group. Some paper copies are available to pick
up in the church, or you can ask me to mail you a
copy via USPS. Deadlines usually 3rd Tuesdays of
each month before noon.
The weekly news is sent electronically each Thursday
afternoon September—June. Please let me know if
you need to be added to that list. The deadline is
before noon on Thursdays. NOTHING December 26.
If you want your name and contact information in our
church directory, please let me know.

Link to our Building Use Calendar
via our Website:
https://uuharvard.org/our-facilities/calendar/

8

Our Sunday Chalice Chat is put on our website as a
pdf as well. The deadline is before 9:30 a.m. Fridays.
Thanks. Elinor Stapleton, admin@uuharvard.org
978-456-8752

Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, with all their joys and sorrows ...

What’s Coming Up, Church Events
Thursday January 23
7:30-9:00 p.m. Choir
Sunday January 26
Food Collection
10:00-11:00 a.m. Worship Service
The Hope Inside your Pithos
Helen Batchelder & Kerry Alexander
11:20-11:50 a.m. Jr. Choir
12:00-1:00 Chimers
12:00-1:00 Social Justice Ministries Council
12:00-2:00 Board
Thursday January 30
7:30-9:00pm Choir
Saturday February 1
1:00-4:00pm Coming of Age retreat prep
Sunday February 2
10:00-11:30 a.m. Coming of Age class
10:00-11:00 a.m. Worship Service
“Lynching”
Rev. Jill Cowie
11:20-11:50 a.m. Jr. Choir
11:30-12:30 Coming of Age/Mentors
12:00-1:00 Chimers
Monday February 3
7:15-9;00 p.m. Auction meeting
7:30-9:00 p.m. Stories Group
Tuesday February 4
6:30 & 7:30 p.m. Potluck & Program, Alliance
“Two Opportunities for Peace and Reconciliation”
Ted Johnson
7:00-9:00 p.m. Worship Team
Wednesday February 5
Evening Vigil for Those Impacted by Depression,
Addiction, and Suicide
Thursday February 6
4:00-5:30pm Caring Network
5:00-8:00pm Coming of Age prep for retreat
7:30-9:00pm Choir
Sunday February 9
10:00-11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Loaves & Fishes
Worship Committee
11:15-1:15 Partner Church Brunch
11:30-1:00 “Starting Points”
Tuesday February 11
7-9pm Healing Conversations Grief Group
Thursday February 13
7:30-9:00pm Choir
Sunday February 16
10:00-11:30 a.m. Coming of Age class
10:00-11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Rev. Jill Cowie

Music Notes

Jr. Choir:
We missed many of you on Martin Luther King
weekend, and now we have serious preparation to do
for the Partner Church luncheon. I hope to see you for
rehearsal this Sunday, Jan. 26, and Feb. 2 at 11:20 at
the Fellowship Building. On Feb. 9, we’ll have a quick
run through before we sing for all the diners. I’m still
hoping that we can learn some Hungarian……
We’ll take a break on Feb. 16 and 23 during school
vacation.
Chimers:
Our extended break over Christmas and New Years
has been lovely, but now it’s time to swing into action.
(Pun intended) To prepare for participating in the
March 15 church service, we will rehearse at noon this
Sunday, (January 26), Feb 2, March 1 and March 8. As
you can see, we will be able to enjoy the Hungarian
Partner Church lunch, and will observe school vacation
weekends. I’ll meet you in the Belfry soon!
Eleanor Toth

Guest Worship Facilitator for January 26th
Helen Batchelder
Helen is a Hartt School (& J P Chapman)-trained
vocalist, an historian, lecturer, and a fiction and nonfiction writer. Formerly the managing editor and
content writer for The Protocol Journal of Botanical
Medicine, she's written on topics ranging from
pharmacognosy to the internal pathways of pain. She's
served the town as a private tutor and the school as a
title 1 tutor in special education. Most recently, Helen
has given lectures on 19th century American Art, pre18th century native habitation of central
Massachusetts, and the philosophical yearnings of our
New England Transcendentalists, and will speak on
Rachel Carson at the Wakefield Trust in Milton in
February. You can generally find her at Fruitlands
Museum.
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Rev. Jill Cowie
Laura Vilain
Theodore Johnson
Elinor Stapleton
Lori Daniells
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Admin Office Hours
Monday 9:00-12:00
Tuesday 10:00-3:00
Wednesday 12:00-3:00
Thursday 10:00-3:00
Friday 9:00-12:00
Elinor Stapleton 978.456.8752 admin@uuharvard.org

Minister
Director of Religious Education
Music Director
Parish Administrator
Bookkeeper

