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Belfry 

The Belfry is published the third week of the a month, August - June. 
P.O. Box 217, #9 Ayer Rd. Harvard, MA 01451 

Rev. Jill Cowie, Minister: office 978-456-9021, mobile # 617.697.0922 revjillcowie@gmail.com 
Admin Office telephone: 978-456-8752, admin@uuharvard.org 

Director of Music Ted Johnson, music@uuharvard.org 
Web site: http://uuharvard.org/ Caring: caring@uuharvard.org  

Love is the spirit of our church, where … 
 ...we gather to worship... 
 ...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all... 

The January 17, 2019 

Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church 
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“So You Want To Talk About Race?” 
Rev. Jill Cowie, January 20 
Ijeoma Oluo, in her new book, “So You Want to 
Talk About Race,” says, “As a Black Woman, race, 
my race, has been one of the most defining forces 
in my life. But it is not something I always talked 
about, certainly not the way that I do now.” Lately, 
I too have been wanting to talk about race. I want to 
talk about how race is a defining force in my life, 
though I am still learning. Black Liberation 
theologian James Cone who died in April of this 
year said once, “Malcolm X showed me how to be 
Black and Martin Luther King Jr., showed me how 
to be Christian.” I want to talk about race to 
discover how race can be a defining force for us as 
Unitarian Universalists, a quest that starts with the 
question, how has race been a defining force in 
your life? 
 
 
The Potential of Possibility 
Rev. Kali Fyre, January 27 
Following the stress of the winter holiday season, 
the feeling of newness and excitement can 
sometimes be difficult to come by. Let’s explore 
Possibility as potential energy, and the difference 
between Possibility and Expectation. 
 
 
Trusting Goodness 
Rev. Jill, February 3 
Moral philosopher Martha Nussbaum says trusting 
goodness is what makes you human and that in 
your trust, in your openness to be exposed, you are 
like a plant, both beautiful and fragile.  How in 

these uncertain times can we trust goodness, in all 
its fragility? What does our faith tradition offer us 
as guidance? I will be just back from Tucson and 
will reflect on these questions from the lessons 
learned from migrants and activists, people so very 
exposed and who trust. 
 
 
Guest Speaker, February 10  
 
 
Speaking the Truth With Love  
Rev. Jill. February 17  
Every Sunday, we pledge to “speak the truth with 
love” in our unison covenant. I hear these words 
sometimes used in difficult conversations, and I 
appreciate their honesty.  And I wonder what more 
is being asked of us if we are to live into this 
promise and to fulfill the words that follow, “and to 
help one another.” Come and explore how we can 
ground ourselves and live into our promises of 
love.  

mailto:revjillcowie@gmail.com
mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
mailto:music@uuharvard.org
http://uuharvard.org/
mailto:caring@uuharvard.org
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Minister’s Musing …  

 

  Each day, we surrender anew our life’s 
energy and focus to whatever we have 
named as our life’s deepest meaning or 
purpose (even without naming, to whatever 
claims our attention most fiercely). This is, 
after all, a pretty good way to figure out 
what or whom we regard as sacred. 
Consciously or unconsciously, with each 

day’s living, we are choosing where, to whom, and to what we will offer our heart.  When you think of it our life 
is made up of countless small acts of trust to which you must say “no” or “yes.” So you take your car to the new 
mechanic. Sometimes the best thing to do is trust. The package left with the disreputable-looking clerk, the 
check gulped by the night deposit, the envelope passed by dozens of strangers— all show up at their intended 
destinations. The theft that could have happened doesn’t, and the river, even when frozen, arrives at the right 
place.    
  
Spend time this month, asking yourself what do you trust? What specific objects or activities, places or practices 
come to mind when you consider what you have found to be trustworthy? What are the wisdom teachings, 
stories, traditions, or communities that you trust? Who are the people, contemporary or ancient, known 
personally or through their teachings, that you count on?    
 

On Thursday, January 24th, I will travel to Tucson to participate in the UU Ministers’ Association second 
workshop on building prophetic ministries.  On Sunday and Monday we will canvas on behalf of the UU Tucson 
church’s ministry “No More Deaths” whose volunteers are currently on trial for offering humanitarian aid such 
as water to migrants in the desert.  A criminal offense.  We plan to go door to door talking to residents to help 
create a more supportive political environment for the people on trial.  UUA president Susan Frederick-Gray 
will testify on their behalf from the Boston Federal Courthouse as well.  The last time I was in Tucson I spent a 
week getting to know the amazing network of people working for migrant rights, one decades in the making and 
still building.  A network that time and time again demonstrates the ability of people to come together and do 
the right thing, learning from and leaning on each other.  Being part of this network, even remotely, grounds me. 
 

Pick one thing that you remember trusting in a particular incident.  How did it feel to trust this person, place, 
community, idea, practice, or teaching? How did you know it was trustworthy? Where did you feel your trust— 
in your mind, your heart, or your body?  How do you finish this sentence, “I trusted…..”  If you can, tell 
someone your answer, trust is contagious. 
  
 
Looking forward in trust, 
 

Rev. Jill 

Rev. Jill’s Schedule. Please call 617-697-0922 to make an appointment. 
 
I will not be at the Ministers Lunch on Tuesday January 29th. I will be gone from Thursday the 24th, to 
Tuesday 29th, Lara Hoke is covering pastoral emergencies, her cell is: 508-615-1686. 
 
Tuesday: 12-9:00-office hours by appointment; 12:00-1:00 Lunch with minister at the General Store; 1:00-2:00 
staff meeting; 4:00-5:00 Worship planning with the DRE and music committee rep.; Evenings: Committee 
meetings. Wednesday: Writing Day at home   Thursday: 12-9:00 Office hours by appointment; 3:00-5:00 Walk 
with the minister; Evenings Committee Meetings/Choir. Friday work from home. Sunday: 9-3:00; 9-12:00 
Worship; 12:00-3:00 Programming and Office hours. 
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values …  

January 2019 
 

From the Co-Presidents of the 
Board 
 

At this month’s meeting, we 
talked about space and 
possibilities at our church. When 

Bargains in the Belfry closed their doors last June, the 
area upstairs became available.  
 

Recently, the space has given Ted an office that is 
closer to most of the musical “gear” and we are storing 
the chimes in a more convenient closet. The space also 
has a monitor (thank you, Bill Cordner!) which 
broadcasts the service, so that families with young 
children can take a break and still hear the service. It 
has been nice to hear small feet running around 
upstairs, knowing that this makes it easier for families 
to attend services.  
 

We want to think creatively, compassionately, and 
strategically. How might we use that space? What are 
our needs? Those are the inward facing questions. 
When we look outward, we wonder, how might that 
space help us support our mission and values in the 
larger world? And that question led to an even bigger 
one: How might we better use all of our spaces, not 
just the Belfry space, to live our mission and values? 
We aren’t the only ones asking these questions about 
space; a recent UU World had an article about how UU 
churches are creatively rethinking their spaces. 
 

We invite the congregation to join us on February 17 
after the service to talk about space needs and 
possibilities. We’ll meet upstairs in the Belfry so that 
you can bring your coffee a short walk upstairs, tour 
the space, peek in the closets, and think creatively 
about the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. Bring your 
“in the box” and “out of the box” thinking! 
 In peace, Heidi Bachmann and Stacie Green 

Connections Corner 
 
As we begin the New Year, 
HUUC is pleased to be offering 
Starting Points, a UU program 
that gives both new and longer-
term members an opportunity to 
learn more about Unitarian 

Universalism. Rev. Jill and member facilitators will 
lead the program, which focuses on our history and 
our theology through conversation, on-line blogs, 
TED talks, and readings over the course of several 
sessions. The program emphasizes UU as a faith 
tradition that is a journey of self-awareness. Through 
this journey, we can gain ongoing insight and maybe 
even a revelation every now and then about ourselves, 
about the world, and how we choose to show up. The 
program will be offered on Sundays, February 24, 
March 3, March 10, and March 24 after service, 
from 11:30-1:00, in the Fellowship Building 
Community Room. Light snacks will be provided 
as well as child care. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to sign up, 
please contact Rev. Jill at revjillcowie@gmail.com or 
Belinda Friedrich at abouaf3@gmail.com. 

 The Connections Team (Carol MacFarlane, 

Sarah Graffam, Kate Jones, Carol Panek-Clark, Imre 

Toth, and Lynne Wood) 

Guest Worship Leader on January 27, 2019 
Rev. Kali Fyre is the minister of the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation in Andover MA and lives 
in southern NH. She is a member of UU Ministry for 
Earth, Allies for Racial Equality, and has served the 
UUA’s Northern New England District. Kali’s social 
justice work includes promoting transgender equality, 
anti-racism, economic, and LGBTQ justice; as well as 
environmental and agricultural justice with the 
Women’s Permaculture Guild. Kali is mom to three 
adult children, and lives with her partner, Jack, on 
their vintage farm, which they maintain and manage 
using permaculture and natural farming techniques, as 
well as humane animal agriculture practices. 

Update from the Worship Committee 
 
We are so grateful for our new members, Rebecca 
Wright and Kerry Alexander. We are refashioning our 
mission and our vision and it's a good time to join. 
You are welcome. 

Please help your neighbors 

During the federal government shutdown more people 

than ever are vulnerable for food shortages due to 

being out of work and SNAP (“food stamps”) program 

being at risk to run out of money soon. Now more than 

ever Loaves and Fishes needs our donations. Please 

bring in a bag of non-perishable items and we will 

deliver them after the service on January 27th. 

Thanks for  your  generosity.  -Hugh and Maddy Silk 

mailto:revjillcowie@gmail.com
mailto:abouaf3@gmail.com
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 
Next Social Justice Ministries Council (SJMC) 

meeting is Thursday February 7, at 7:00 p.m. in Rev. 

Jill’s office. All are welcome. 

Each month, half of the contributions in the collection 
plate, other than those specified for pledges, go to a 
designated social justice organization or local 
charity. 
 
January 20, 27:  The UU Urban Ministry is a social 
justice organization based in the Roxbury 
neighborhood of Boston.  Their programs focus on 
providing: 

 Academic and enrichment programming for 
children and youth 

 Emergency shelter for individuals and families 
fleeing from domestic violence 

 Job- and education-readiness training for low-
income women and LGBTQ survivors of 
domestic violence 

Their ministry is rooted in direct experience and 
solidarity with those in Boston who participate in their 
programs.  More than 150 volunteers work with them 
each year, many from Boston-area UU congregations. 
They seek to build bridges of understanding and 
mutuality so that people from different social and 
economic backgrounds can work together to effect 
change. Their goal is to create a human community 
that is peaceful and just.  For more information about 
UU Urban Ministry, go to UUUM.org.  
 
 
February 3, 10 & 17: Partner Church – The Partner 
Church’s mission is to join with our partners in faith 
in Magyarandrasfalva, Transylvania to exchange the 
stories of our lives, to learn from one another, to 
deepen our faith, and to share our understanding and 
resources in order to help support each other’s 
dreams. Through the Sharing Our Plate donations, we 
help them make needed repairs and maintenance to 
keep their house of worship a welcoming place.  
Please make checks out to HUUC, memo: Partner 
Church. 

[Please see the single page insert in this Belfry for 
an update on our Partner Church, written by their 
minister, to Mary Donald.] 

Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences …  
 and support individual and collective service to the larger community ... 

  

-- THANK YOU FOR A 
VERY SUCCESSFUL  
GAYT 

We appreciate every dollar and every coin you 
donated to the UU Service Committee this year.  For 
those who were able to make contributions of $125 or 
more, we are deeply grateful….and for the Shelter 
Rock Church who made it possible to quadruple those 
donations.  We will have a final accounting in 
February which will give anyone who needs it, a little 
extra time to get a donation to Elinor. 
 
Be assured that your generosity will make a difference 
to some of the most marginalized people in the world. 

Women's Alliance of the Harvard Unitarian 
Universalist Church 

 
Our mission is to bring together the women 
of our Church to discuss issues important to women, 
to offer an opportunity for intergenerational 
friendship, and to support the special needs of the 
church. All are welcome.  
 
 
Join us Tuesday, February 5, at the Fellowship 
Building for the Women's Alliance pot-luck dinner 
and guest speaker Elsie Shutt. A long-time Harvard 
resident and HUUC member, Elsie will talk about her 
life when she was a computer programmer and 
entrepreneur. 
 In 1957, Elsie founded Computation 
Incorporated - CompInc -when Massachusetts law 
required her to quit her job as a software developer at 
Raytheon after she became pregnant. CompInc 
pioneered the use of freelance female programmers in 
the United States; the company only hired women 
who worked from home because they were taking 
care of dependents. Pot-luck supper 6:30, talk 
7:30.  All are welcome to “Math and 
Motherhood.”   
 
 
[The Women’s Alliance would appreciate getting 
back the ornaments from the small Christmas trees 
and centerpieces we sold last month. When you are 
done with the trees, could you please save the 
decorations in a small bag, and give them to Diane 
Cordner or Dorothy Solbrig at church? Thanks a lot.] 

http://www.uuum.org/?page_id=54
http://www.uuum.org/
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Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences …  
 and support individual and collective service to the larger community ... 

From the Office 
 
We have several modes of communication. Let me 
know if you want to add your name to a list, or 
remove it; or if you have any questions, please ask. 
 
Monthly newsletter: The Belfry pr int version 
mailed, and/or sent as an attached pdf via email. 
Deadlines are the third Tuesday of the month before 
noon: 2/19, 3/19, 4/16, 5/21, 6/18 [nothing in July], 
8/20. Prefer Word docx text with jpg or png images, 
or text in an email with image attached.  
 
Weekly news sent via MailChimp to your  email on 
Thursdays. The deadline is before noon on 
Thursdays. Send me text in an email, with jpg or png 
images. 
 
Sunday insert into Order of Service: Chalice Chat 
as paper; pdf version put on our website each week. 
Send me short text in an email, before 9:30 a.m. 
Friday, earlier is better. 
 
Congregational Announcements sent via email. 
(Important news that cannot wait until Thursday.) 
 
If you have updates to your name, address, phone, 
email, please let me know. If you want a simple, 
updated Church Directory, please send me an email 
and I will send you the pdf file, or I can print a paper 
copy for you. To be listed in the Directory, send me 
an email. Thanks. 
 
-Elinor Stapleton (office hours on back page)  
978-456-8752 admin@uuhavard.org 

February 
Birthday Wishes 
Go to … 
 
Jim Clark 
Teddy Coffin 
Chris Ready 
 
If you missed the opportunity to give us your birthday 
month please contact the church office: 
978-456-8752, or admin@uuharvard.org. Thanks.  
–Elinor Stapleton 

OBITUARY Bargains in the Belfry 
 

Around 1970, the Alliance treasury was non-existent.  
The only income was dues ($1.00) and the proceeds 
from the yearly fair.  At that time, Charlotte Gates 
suggested a thrift shop to be run by the members.  The 
idea was not overwhelmingly accepted, but percolated 
over time. 
 
In 1972, Doris Sawyer, Elsie Goedeke and Eleanor 
Fine (as treasurer) opened a gift shop in the old 
Fellowship Building to be open one afternoon a week.  
It became successful. 
 
The new church building was designed to have the 
infant section of the church school housed in the 
belfry.  This proved rather unsuccessful for two 
reasons.  One:  there was no soundproofing so if a 
toddler cried, the parents and the congregation heard it.  
Two:  just as a babysitter got a toddler to sleep, the 
organ would start, ending nap time. 
 
With these complications, the Standing Committee and 
R.E. Committee asked the Alliance to swap areas.  In 
January 1973, the gift shop became the thrift shop, 
named Bargains in the Belfry by Bernard (Bud) Fine, 
and became the occupant of the area. 
 
Over time, Carol MacLennan replaced Doris Sawyer 
and Rachael Harrod replaced Eleanor Fine as treasurer.  
Teddy Coffin followed Carol and then took over 
Rachael’s duties as treasurer — the position she held 
until the end. 
 
Because of the income, the Alliance has been 
financially able to assist the church with various 
expenses.  They equipped the new Fellowship 
Building kitchen and have contributed generously to 
church drapes, carpet, kitchenette, minister’s study, 
and sewage hook-up, to name a few. 
 
During the 46 years of existence there have been many 
chairwomen, some Alliance members, some not.  The 
last three have been Diane Cordner, Janice Goodell 
and Dorothy Solbrig.  The congregation has always 
supported the shop with purchases, donations, and 
putting in their share of hours to keep it open. 
 
All things must come to an end.  Due to the lack of a 
chairwoman and reduction in volunteers, the Bargains 
closed on June 12, 2018 after an unprecedented run.  
The Alliance thanks everyone who has participated at 
BIB. 
 Carol MacLennan 
 Dorothy Solbrig 

mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
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Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, and all their sorrows and joys …  

MUSIC NOTES 
 
 

Musicians: 
 
January 20- Jr. and Sr. Choir 
January 27- Bill Cordner, vocals and guitar 
February 3- Choir 
February 10- John Chapman or Joe Dzekevich 
February 17- Choir 
 
 
Jr. Choir: 
We are singing in church this Sunday, January 20, so please be at the church at 9:30 a.m. to warm up and find 
robes that fit. I can’t wait to engage the congregation in our protest song! We won’t have rehearsal after church 
that day. 
 
We do have rehearsal on January 27 at 11:20-11:50 to prepare for the Hungarian luncheon on February 3 after 
church. On that day we will meet at 11:20 in our Jr. Choir room to quickly run through our songs before we sing 
to the diners. Then we eat! 
 
Rehearsal as usual on February 10, but we will take off the vacation Sundays of Feb. 17 and 24. 
Welcome to our new members, Avonlea Jane Radue and William Radue. 
 
 
Chimers: 
We are always open to having new folks join our team of chimers. You don’t have to be able to read music, 
although that is helpful, but you do need to be able to count to 4. A few of our regulars are not able to be with us 
on March 24 or May 19, when we are participating in the service, so please consider making music with chimes. 
Our first rehearsal of the winter season will be January 27, from 12 noon-1 p.m. 
 
No rehearsal Feb. 3- (Hungarian luncheon) 
Feb. 10 
No rehearsal Feb. 17 or 24 (vacation)  
 
 
Sr. Choir: 
 
It’s great to have Ted back as our Music Director! With input from some of you, as well as our minister Jill, Ted 
has planned to add sectional rehearsals on the off Thursdays of our regular schedule of alternate Thursday 
rehearsals. These will be only one hour long, and concentrate on note learning for those who want to feel more 
confident. As always, new singers are most welcome to join us! The freshly minted choir schedule follows: 
 
Thursday, Jan 17 – 7:30-9 p.m. in preparation for Sunday, Jan. 20. 
Thursday Jan. 31 in preparation for Sunday, Feb. 3 
Thursday, Feb 7- sectional 
Thursday, Feb. 14- regular rehearsal in preparation for Sunday, Feb. 17 
Thursday, Feb. 21- sectional 
Thursday, Feb. 28– regular rehearsal 
 
 
Stay healthy and in good voice! 
 
        Eleanor Toth 
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Here we support and care for one another ... What’s Coming Up, Church Events 
 
Thursday January 17 
   9:00 a.m. Soul Matters 
   7:30 p.m. Weaving Our Stories 
   7:30 p.m. Senior Choir 
Sunday January 20 
   9:30 a.m. Junior Choir 
   10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
      “So You Want To Talk About Race?” 
      Rev. Jill Cowie 
Monday January 21 Office Close 
Wednesday January 23 
   7-8pm Meditation 
Thursday January 24 
   7:30 p.m. Weaving Our Stories 
Sunday January 27 
   10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
      The Potential of Possibility 
      Rev. Kali Fyre 
   11:20-11:50 Junior Choir 
   12:00-1:00 Chimers 
Wednesday January 30 
   7-8pm Meditation 
Thursday January 31 
   7:30 p.m. Senior Choir 
   7:30 p.m. Weaving Our Stories 
Sunday February 3 
   10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
   Trusting Goodness: A Reflection on Immigration 
      Rev. Jill Cowie 
   11:20-11:50 Junior Choir 
   Hungarian Brunch 
Tuesday February 5 
   6:30 Potluck, 7:30 Alliance Program  
   Speaker: Elsie Shutt “Math and Motherhood” 
Wednesday February 6 
   7-8pm Meditation 
Thursday February 7 
   7:00 p.m. Social Justice Ministries Council 
   7:30 p.m. Weaving Our Stories 
   7:30 p.m. Senior Choir Sectional rehearsal 
Sunday February 10 
   10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
      Guest Speaker 
   12:00-1:00 Chimers 
Tuesday February 12 
   6:00 p.m. Board meeting 
Wednesday February 13 
   7-8pm Meditation 
Thursday February 14 
   6:30 p.m. Caring 
   7:30 p.m. Senior Choir 
Sunday February 17 
   10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
      Speaking the Truth With Love 
      Rev Jill. February 17 

NON-CHURCH EVENTS OF INTEREST 

 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast Program 
Monday, January 21, 2019 • 8:30 AM - 11:00 AM 
#133 Prospect St., Acton, MA 

The 17th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast 

Program is hosted by Na'aseh, the social justice 

committee of Congregation Beth Elohim (CBE). The 

keynote speaker will be Roland Gibson of Littleton, 

MA.  Mr. Gibson has served as a METCO Director and 

educator in various public schools. In his retirement, he 

is a leading advocate in race and ethnic relations and is 

a social activist throughout the region. His topic will be 

“Matters of Race in the United States.” Mr. Gibson will 

give a brief lecture, then facilitate an interactive 

discussion using case studies. 

This event is free and open to the public. 

 

*********************************** 

Ticket info: $25 each ($35 Star ting Feb 3rd & at the 

Door) Purchase Tickets Link:  

https://uumassactionstoryslam.eventbrite.com  

Can’t make it? Support UU Mass Action by making a 

donation! 

https://uumassactionstoryslam.eventbrite.com
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Rev. Jill Cowie   Minister  
Theodore Johnson   Music Director 
Elinor Stapleton   Parish Administrator 
Lori Daniells   Bookkeeper 

Admin Office Hours 
Monday 9:00-12:00; Tuesday 10:00-3:00; 
Wednesday 12:00-3:00; Thursday 10:00-3:00; 
Friday 12:00-3:00 
 
Elinor Stapleton 978.456.8752    
 admin@uuharvard.org 

mailto:admin@uuharvard.org

