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Belfry 

The Belfry is published the third week of the a month, August - June. 
Office Telephone: 978-456-8752. P.O. Box 217, #9 Ayer Rd. Harvard, MA 01451 

Rev. Jill Cowie, Minister: office 978-456-9021, mobile # 617.697.0922 
revjillcowie@gmail.com; admin@uuharvard.org 

Web site: http://uuharvard.org/ Caring: caring@uuharvard.org 

 

Love is the spirit of our church, where … 
 ...we gather to worship... 
 ...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all... 

The November 21, 2018 

Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church 

Forthcoming Services, Worship at 10:00 a.m., Announcements at 9:55 a.m. unless stated otherwise. 

November 25   That's Enough, Thank You 
Rev. Jolie Olivetti 
Recently, I've had a song by Chance the Rapper 
going around in my head. In it he sings, “It seems 
like blessings keep falling in my lap.” Here's 
another line that keeps knocking around in my 
noggin, oft-quoted from the 13th-century mystic 
Meister Eckhart: “If the only prayer you ever said 
was thank you, that would be enough.” Sometimes 
those two quotes ring true: our lives are full of 
bountiful blessings, and prayers of gratitude are the 
only prayers on our lips. But sometimes the reality 
is that we are stretched thin and struggling, and we 
find ourselves praying for a break. On this Sunday 
after Thanksgiving, our refrigerators perhaps still 
bursting with leftovers, we will reflect on scarcity, 
abundance, and gratitude.  
 
 
December 2   Come Love, Greater Than My 
Longing 
Rev. Jill Cowie 
In the Christian tradition, this season comes with a 
promise of peace. Christian theologian Henri 
Nouwen says, “We can only wait for what has 
already begun in us.” The Buddhist teacher, Jack 
Kornfield says “Come O Noble Born back to your 
true nature.” In this service we will invite the 
presence of peace as we explore the practices of 
forgiveness as taught in both traditions. Youth start 
in the Fellowship Building. Joys and Sorrows will 
happen in worship. 
 
 

December 9   Music is Our Sanctuary 
Matt Meyer 
Music gives us enduring power to learn about 
ourselves and each other. When music is the vehicle 
for transcending the material world and exploring 
our spiritual sanctuaries, we start to build the kind 
of Beloved Community we know in our hearts to be 
possible. Let's gather in worship that invites the 
mind as well as the spirit to grow in love. Youth 
start in the Sanctuary 
 
 
December 16   Solstice Service & Mummers 
Whole Congregation worship. 
 
 
December 23   “Get Some Sleep” Rev. Jill Cowie 
"We give this advice hoping that sleep will provide 
sanctuary and restoration.  And yet, rest is often 
elusive and our dreams are perplexing.  Sleep 
consumes roughly one-third of our lives, but how 
well do we understand it and how does it relate to 
our spiritual lives?” Youth start in the Sanctuary. 
 
 
December 24   A Christmas Eve Celebration for 
all ages at 5:00 p.m. 
A choral and jazz preconcert will begin at 4:00 in 
the Sanctuary and a cookie decoration and cider 
party for all ages will start at 4:00 in the Fellowship 
Building.  The ushers have promised to save the 
front row of the sanctuary for families. 

mailto:revjillcowie@gmail.com
mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
http://uuharvard.org/
mailto:caring@uuharvard.org
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Minister’s Musing: …  

What Does It Mean to be a People of Mystery? 
 

Winter Sequence by Mark Bellitini 
 
Grey skies over my head,   
throw yourselves like quilts over my busy life   
and remind me to sit down and rest.  
Stars of winter,  Orion’s sash sparkling across the heavens,  
remind me by your distance that,  
compared to the infinity of the universe,  
every single thing I struggle with on earth  is small,  
parochial and hardly universal in scope.  
Great music of the season,   
glowing with angel-songs and filigreed with great mysteries,   

remind me that my own birth, like the births of all people in this room,   
was no less mysterious  than that ancient and celebrated birth,   
no less brimming with wonder, 
for all children that come into the world   
have lives as precious to them   
as Jesus’ life was to him. So now come,  
Love greater than my longing,  
silence greater than fatigue of tongues,  
and haul my heart away from the undue frenzy of the season,  
and bestow it to rest, proportion and  
the haunting dark beauty of winter’s long nights. 
 
      
I love the haunting dark beauty of a winter’s long night.  Sometimes when darkness seeps into my house at 4:30, 
I welcome it with candlelight for an hour before Ben, my husband gets home.  Listening to the serenade of si-
lence in the waning light, barriers dissolve into the soft dance of darkness, and I feel a unity with all that is.  
With the first glimmer of stars I glimpse just for a moment that who I am does not end at the barrier of my skin 
and I hear a voice  whisper, “I am you and you are me.”  
 
May you remember to sit down to listen to the great music of the season and let your senses fill with wonder.  
May your heart fill with a love greater than your longing, a love that heals your hurts, harbors your fears, and 
honors your richness and all the many gifts you bring to this world.  
 
So grateful for this journey with you, 
Rev. Jill 

Biography for Worship Minister on November 25 
Rev. Jolie Olivetti was ordained in April of this year, 
by the congregation in Watertown, where she served 
as ministerial intern from 2015-2017. She has also 
served as Youth Ministry Coordinator at the 
congregation in Sherborn. She is currently a chaplain 
resident at Brigham and Women's Hospital, and is the 
Affiliate Community Minister at Theodore Parker 
Church in West Roxbury. She lives in Jamaica Plain 
with her partner Adam and their daughter June. She is 
so pleased to lead worship with you all this morning! 

Rev. Jill’s Schedule, call 617-697-0922. 
Tuesday: 12-9:00-office hours by appointment; 
12:00-1:00 Lunch with minister at the General Store; 
1:00-2:00 staff meeting; 4:00-5:00 Worship planning 
with the DRE and music committee rep.; Evenings: 
Committee meetings. 
Wednesday: Writing Day at home   
Thursday: 12-9:00 Office hours by appointment; 
3:00-5:00 Walk with the minister; Evenings 
Committee Meetings/Choir. 
Friday work from home. 
Sunday: 9-3:00; 9-12:00 Worship; 12:00-3:00 

Programming and Office hours. 
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values …  

November 2018 
 
From the Co-Presidents of the Board 
 
Through lots of brainstorming and thoughtful and creative conversation, the board began working on setting 
goals for the church in September, talked a bit more in October, and finalized them this month. We commit to 
working on the following goals this year: 
 

 Engage in church-wide healthy communication practices: Piggy-backing on some 
of the UUA’s initiatives around healthy communication, we plan to offer several 
events, including a workshop, guest/expert, shared read, and more to explore what 
it means to speak the truth in love and be in right relationship with each other, our 
larger community, and the world. 

 
 Building and sustaining a vibrant multigenerational community: As a 

congregation, we would like to explore new ideas for how we can care for and 
learn from each other across generations in all aspects of congregation life.  

 
 Participate in UU Mass Action Advocacy Day on April 9: As our outward facing 

goal, we would like to see strong, multigenerational HUUC participation in 
Advocacy Day. The Worship Committee is working to bring Laura Wagner, the 
Director of UU Mass Action to lead a service and share the work her organization 
does to organize UUs to confront oppression. Plans are underway to teach our 
middle school and high school youth groups how the state legislature works, 
including how bills become laws and which bills are aligned to our UU values.  

 
Our by-laws state that the board is responsible for “modeling direct, honest, and open church-wide 
communications.” In the spirit of openness and transparency, we meet the second Tuesday of the month from 
6–8 pm in the Community Room. Please feel free to attend as an observer. We are working on a digital 
strategy to make the minutes available on our website. Stay tuned! 
 
If you want to talk about any of these goals, please find any member of the board—we would love to talk to 
you! 
 
In peace, 
Heidi Bachmann and Stacie Green 

Sharing Our Plate for December 
 

Each month, half of the contributions in the collection plate, other than those specified for pledges, go to a 
designated social justice organization or local charity.   

 
Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry – December 2, 9, 16 
Each month, half of the contributions in the collection plate, other than those specified for pledges, go to a 
designated social justice organization or local charity.   
Loaves and Fishes is a food pantry in Ayer, MA whose mission it is to serve nutritious food in an atmosphere 
of kindness and respect to individuals in need who reside in Ayer, Devens, Groton, Harvard, Littleton and 
Shirley.  More than 350 volunteers help over 900 client families who are food insecure.  For more information 
about Loaves and Fishes, please go to loavesfishespantry.org.  If you would like 100% of your donation to go 
to Loaves and Fishes, please make your check out to Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry, Inc.  
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Connections Corner 
 
 
 
 
The Connections Team will be 
hosting a Newcomers Lunch on 
Sunday, December 2, from 11:15 

to 1 in the the Fellowship Building’s Community 
Room. Come for a light lunch and to learn more about 
our church from members of the Connections Team and 
Rev. Jill. Invitations are being sent to Newcomers and 
visitors. Children are welcome, and childcare is 
available. If we missed anyone or if you have questions 
about the event, please e-mail 
carolmacfarlane@gmail.com. 

We look forward to welcoming our Newcomers! 
 
The Connections Team (Carol MacFarlane, Sarah 
Graffam, Kate Jones, Carol Panek-Clark, Imre Toth, 
and Lynne Wood) 

Here we hold ourselves responsible for the religious education of our children and ourselves …  

Women's Alliance 
of the 

Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church 
 
Our mission is to bring together the women 
of our Church to discuss issues important to women, 
to offer an opportunity for intergenerational 
friendship, and to support the special needs of the 
church. All are welcome.  
 
Evening Meetings: We meet in the par lor  of the 
Fellowship Building on the first Tuesday of the 
month. A potluck dinner will be shared at 6:30 p.m., 
followed by a brief business meeting. The programs 
begin about 7:30 p.m. Everyone is invited. 
 

December 4 
Boxwood Tree Bow 
making and 
Greenery Cutting. 
Help prepare the tree 
decorations and cut the 
greenery.  
 
 

December 7 at 10:00 a.m. Assembling the Boxwood 
Trees and Centerpieces in the Fellowship Building 
Kitchen.  Be creative as you decorate trees and 
centerpieces. 
 
 Hostesses: Teddy Coffin and Alice Rennie. 

“Weaving the Stories of Our Life Journey” Class 
— starts on Thursday evenings in January 
 
After Sunday October 28 service of sharing stories, 
four people spoke to me about being in a new class 
starting in January. If you are interested in joining us, 
please contact me at carolmacfarlane@gmail.com. We 
will meet Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, and Feb. 7, then 
continue meeting once a month. 
 Given a different topic each week (eg. our 
childhood years, our life work, our spiritual path, to 
name a few), we will write about two pages during the 
week, weaving the memories from our past as they 
relate to each topic. Sharing our stories with the group 
will enrich all of us, as we take note of differences 
and similarities with our own life's journey. It’s a 
wonderful way to make deep connections and to have 
fun as well. 
 -Carol MacFarlane 

Parents! Does your child need a timeout from the 
service on Sunday morning? 
 
Take them upstairs to the updated Belfry!  

 Comfy chairs! 

 Heat! 

 Things to play with! 

 From-the-Sanctuary Sound system! 
You may never want to leave! 

But seriously folks… Sometimes you and your child 
(or children) may need a break. But then you miss the 
Service! Not anymore. To use the system, look for the 
power strip on the floor next to the keyboard stool, and 
push the lighted on/off switch. When the switch is on, 
you will see a green light on the speaker to the right of 
the stool. 

If it's already on, relax, and have fun with your child. 
Questions? See Bill Cordner 

mailto:carolmacfarlane@gmail.com
mailto:carolmacfarlane@gmail.com
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 
The next meeting of the Social Justice Ministries 
Council will be on November 29. –Ginger Kendall, 
Risa Goldman, Steve Farough. 

 
Gem of the Week  
 

In a recent post on her Blog, Debbie Irving, author of 
Waking up White, writes, “Thanksgiving’s aspiration 

to be a day of celebratory togetherness is beautiful. 
Ironically, and unfortunately, the Thanksgiving story 
is a prime example of what drives us apart as a nation. 

When we aren’t operating in reality, it’s hard to find 
common ground. Thanksgiving stories of harmonious 
Pilgrim-Indian unity couldn’t be further from the 

truth.” Its interesting reading as she touches on 3 
myths about Thanksgiving that linger in the country’s 
collective conscience.  It’s hard to not get depressed 

when we become aware of the many lies we were 
taught (and truths never taught) as children (back 
when America was great!), and this is just one more 

example. Yet this Thanksgiving we will still gather 
with family, eat turkey, and count our blessings – 
which, happily, can still happen even as we ‘wake up’ 

to the truth.  

Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences …  
 and support individual and collective service to the larger community ... 

 
 

- Join the Guest at 
Your Table 

 
This week we are introducing the Guest at Your Table 
(GAYT) program, a family oriented effort to support 
the UU Service Committee efforts to raise awareness 
and deal with human rights and social justice issues in 
our country and around the globe.  The theme this year 
is Justice Across Borders, and focuses on the 
thousands of Central Americans fleeing horrific 
violence in their home countries.  The stories told in 
the Stories of Hope pamphlet introduce you to four 
“guests” whose lives have been changed dramatically 
by the UUSC partnership program.   

 
The link to these moving stories is: 
https://www.uusc.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/08/UUSC-Stories-of-Hope-
2018-19.pdf. 
 
This year Pam and Glen Frederick will match every 
dollar given by our congregation.  In addition, the UU 
congregation in Shelter Rock, NY will match 
individual and family donations of $125 or more, 
effectively quadrupling these donations. 
 
The GAYT boxes will be available in the back of the 
church and in the Fellowship Building lobby.  The 
boxes will be collected at the Christmas Eve service 
and the following Sunday.  Checks can be made out to 
the UUSC or HUUC 
referencing GAYT.  
 
Please support this 

important expression of 
our UU faith. 

 

-Glen Frederick 

Fair Trade Faire 
 
Six vendors filled the Community Room with 
unusual, colorful and useful crafts. About 90 shoppers 
came, admired and shopped for one or two special 
Christmas gifts.  I know that my daughter bought one 
for me. The raffle table was a hit and most of the 
prizes have been delivered. The Faire netted a bit over 
$400. I must add that the vendors, without exception, 
mentioned how happy they were to return to Harvard. 
 
I want to thank the people who advertised, greeted 
guests and manned the raffle table, helped with set up 
and clean up. Without them the Faire would not have 
been such a success.  Thank you Carol Panek Clark, 
Barbara Cerva, Dave and Ginger Kendall, Tom and 
Lori Daniels, Chuck McCormick, and Colleen Pearce 
 
Janice Goodell 
Chair, Fair Trade Faire 

http://www.debbyirving.com/thanksgiving-fake-news/
https://www.uusc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/UUSC-Stories-of-Hope-2018-19.pdf
https://www.uusc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/UUSC-Stories-of-Hope-2018-19.pdf
https://www.uusc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/UUSC-Stories-of-Hope-2018-19.pdf
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Here we support and care for one another …  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

December Birthday Wishes Go to … 
 
Thomas  Aciukewicz 
Rory  Browse 
Owen  Coonahan 
Charlie  Eiland 
Ralph  Goodell 
Donnalisa  Johnson 
Jem  Mix 
Paige  O'Brien 
Connor  Oldham 
Tyler  Stamm 
 
If you missed the opportunity to give us your birthday 
month please contact the church office: 
978-456-8752, or admin@uuharvard.org. Thanks.  
–Elinor Stapleton 

Musical Celebration of Joanne Lowry's Life  
 
Sunday November 25,  3:00 p.m. at the First Parish 
Unitarian Universalist of Arlington, MA (#630 
Massachusetts Ave.) 
 
Rev. Jill will officiate.  

From the Office 
 
We have several modes of communication. Let me 
know if you want to add your name to a list, or 
remove it; or if you have any questions, please ask. 
 
Monthly newsletter: The Belfry pr int version 
mailed, and/or sent as an attached pdf via email. 
Deadlines are the third Tuesday of the month before 
noon: 12/18, 1/15, 2/19, 3/19, 4/16, 5/21, 6/18 
[nothing in July], 8/20. Prefer Word docx text with 
jpg or png images, or text in an email with image 
attached.  
 
Weekly news sent via MailChimp to your  email 
on Thursdays. The deadline is before noon on 
Thursdays. Send me text in an email, with jpg or png 
images. 
 
Sunday insert into Order of Service: Chalice 
Chat as paper; pdf version put on our website each 
week. Send me short text in an email, before 9:30 
a.m. Friday, earlier is better. 
 
Congregational Announcements sent via email. 
(Important news that cannot wait until Thursday.) 
 
Please try to proofread and edit before sending 
anything to me. I try to proof and edit, but I do not 
always have the time. 
 
If you have updates to your name, address, phone, 
email, please let me know. If you want a simple, 
updated Church Directory, please send me an email 
and I will send you the pdf file, or I can print a paper 
copy for you. To be listed in the Directory, send me 
an email. Thanks. 
-Elinor Stapleton (office hours on back page)  
978-456-8752 admin@uuhavard.org 
 
 

 

The Messiah Sing 
 

The 54th Annual Community Sing-In of the Messiah 
Oratorio by George Frederick Handel, directed by our 
own Ted Johnson, will be on December 16 at 4:30 
p.m. 
 
Come add your voice to the joyous community! Or 
just come to listen. Our former Choir Director, Ray 
Bauwens, returns as our tenor soloist, joining Leon 
Burk, bass, and fantastic soprano and mezzo soprano 
soloists. The small orchestra, with Tim Arnold as or-
ganizer, including tympani, organ and harpsichord, 
will fill the sanctuary with vibrant sound. 
 
   -Eleanor Toth 

mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
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Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, and all their sorrows and joys …  

MUSIC NOTES 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Musicians: 
November 25- Margery Goldstein, flute; Eleanor Toth, 
piano 
December 2- Choir 
December 9- Matt Myer 
December 16- Jr. and Sr. Choirs 
 
 
Jr. Choir: 
Please listen to your CD to make sure you know the 
short solstice song. We won’t be rehearsing together 
again until the morning of Dec. 16, when we will meet 
at the church at 9:30. Our song will be scheduled 
towards the beginning of the service and we will sit 
together at the front until after our song. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
Chimers: 
I heard many good reports about your music on 
November 11. We are now off until the new year. 
Happy Thanksgiving all! 
 
 
Sr. Choir: 
Ted and Donnalisa are back! We’ll be rehearsing 
with Ted and Marsha on Thursday, Nov. 29. Hopefully 
Donnalisa will be with us to support the tenor section. 
We sing in church on Dec. 2. We’ll also sing for the 
Solstice service on Dec. 16, with rehearsal on 
Thursday, Dec. 13. Ted will inform us of his plans for 
Christmas music. 
 

 
     
   -Eleanor Toth 

 
 

What’s Coming Up, Church Events 
Thursday & Friday November 22 & 23 
 Office Closed 
Sunday November 25 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 That's Enough, Thank You 
 Rev. Jolie Olivetti 
Monday November 26-Wednesday November 28 
 Rev. Jill away at Greenfield Group 
Wednesday November 28 
 7-8pm Meditation 
Thursday November 29 
 7-9pm Social Justice Ministries Council 
 7:30 p.m. Choir 
Saturday December 1 
 10:00 a.m. Mummers Rehearsal 
Sunday December 2 
 10:00 a.m. Mummers Rehearsal 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 Come Love, Greater Than My Longing 
 Rev. Jill Cowie 
 11:00 Mummers Rehearsal 
 11:15-1:00 Newcomers lunch 
Tuesday December 4 
 6:30 p.m. Alliance, Boxwoods 
Wednesday December 5 
 7-8pm Meditation 
Friday December 7 
 10:00 a.m. Alliance, Boxwoods 
Saturday December 8 
 10:00 a.m. Mummers Rehearsal 
Sunday December 9 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
    Matt Meyers 
 10:30 Mummers rehearsal 
 3:30 & 4:30 p.m. Pageant Performances 
Tuesday December 11 
 6:00 p.m. Board meeting 
 (7-9pm Messiah rehearsal) 
Wednesday December 12 
 7-8pm Meditation 
Thursday December 13 
 6:30 p.m. Caring 
 7:30 p.m. Choir 
Saturday December 15 
 1:00 p.m. Mummers Rehearsal (sanctuary) 
Sunday December 16 
 8:30 a.m. Mummers 
  10:00 a.m. Solstice Service 
 4:30 p.m. Messiah Sing 
Tuesday December 18 
 10:00 a.m. Belfry Deadline 
 7:00 p.m. Soul Matters 
Building Use ink 
https://uuharvard.org/our-facilities/calendar/ 

https://uuharvard.org/our-facilities/calendar/
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Rev. Jill Cowie   Minister  
Theodore Johnson   Music Director 
Elinor Stapleton   Parish Administrator 
Lori Daniells   Bookkeeper 

Admin Office Hours 
Monday 9:00-12:00; Tuesday 10:00-3:00; 
Wednesday 12:00-3:00; Thursday 10:00-3:00; 
Friday 12:00-3:00 
 
Elinor Stapleton 978.456.8752    
 admin@uuharvard.org 

mailto:admin@uuharvard.org

