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Belfry 

The Belfry is published once a month, August - June, usually the third week. 
Office Telephone: 978-456-8752. P.O. Box 217, #9 Ayer Rd. Harvard, MA 01451 

Rev. Jill Cowie, Minister: office 978-456-9021, mobile # 617.697.0922 
Lynn Crowley, Director of Religious Education 978-456-7788. 

revjillcowie@gmail.com; dre@uuharvard.org , admin@uuharvard.org 
Web site: http://uuharvard.org/ Caring: caring@uuharvard.org; Music Director: coexprof1@gmail.com  

Love is the spirit of our church, where … 
 ...we gather to worship... 
 ...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all... 

The June 26, 2018 

Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church 

Annual Joint Summer Service -- Save the Date 
When: Sunday, August 5, 2018. Time: 10am 
Where: UU Church in Lancaster , 725 Main St. 
Who: Rev. Rober t Johansen, Minister  and 
Kallin Johnson, Music Director of the Lancaster 
Church. Choir: There will be a combined pick-up 
choir as in years past. 
Also… We are currently looking for someone to 
serve as the HUUC representative on the joint 
committee that organizes this service each year. It 
is not a large commitment of time or energy. If you 
are interested, please contact Cary Browse 
cbrowse@earthlink.net 
 
This summer join Rev. Jill at 6:00 p.m. on August 
1st, 15th, 22nd, and 29th in the courtyard of the 
Fellowship Building. The services will draw from 
each chapter of Krista Tippet's recent book 
Becoming Wise, "Words, Body, Love, Faith and 
Hope."   Please bring words to the first service that 
help you embody the divine feminine, the divine 
masculine, the divine human.  
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Small Groups Are 
Coming This Fall! 
 
 

Unitarian Universalism is about connection. We are a 
religion that helps people struggle against a shallow, 
frantic and materialistic world that often leaves us 
feeling disconnected from our deeper selves. This fall 
we are forming small groups to learn, support, and 
explores spiritual practices while deepening personal 
connections. Tom Aciukewicz and Paige O’Brien, 
with support from Reverend Jill, will facilitate day 
and evening sessions of small groups using the 
widely revered 
 The Soul Matters curriculum. 
 
Monthly gatherings begin in September with a new 
theme each month. The first one is “vision.” If you 
are interested in participating in of these small 
groups, please contact Tom, at a2z.tom@gmail.com, 
to learn more.  

Silent Sit - Wednesday Meditation Join us, every 
Wednesday from 7:00-8:00 pm in the Charlanne 
Van Wormer room of the Fellowship Building for a 
silent meditation period. We open with a 
reading.We then sit for 20 or 25 minutes, followed 
by about 10 minutes of walking meditation, and 
finish with 10 more minutes of sitting. We then 
typically finish with another short reading. All are 
welcome. Bring your own mat/cushion/whatever 
you use, or use one of ours. If you prefer a chair, we 
have those as well.  For more information 
avidpkendall@gmail.com, or Pam at  
wfrederick@gmail.com. 
NO meditation meeting on July 4. 

mailto:revjillcowie@gmail.com
mailto:dff@uuharvard.org
mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
http://uuharvard.org/
mailto:caring@uuharvard.org
mailto:coexprof1@gmail.com
mailto:cbrowse@earthlink.net
https://www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com/our-approach.html
https://www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com/our-approach.html
https://www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com/our-approach.html
mailto:a2z.tom@gmail.com
mailto:davidpkendall@gmail.com
mailto:pwfrederick@gmail.com
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Minister’s Musing: When the Word Becomes Flesh …  

In the first chapter of the Book of 
John it is written “The word became 
flesh and dwelled among us.”  This 
was the essence of my experience 
during Ministry Days and General 
Assembly in Kansas City.  The week 
began with a group of residents and 
interfaith clergy gathering on June 
19th in honor of Juneteenth, Black 
Independence day to commemorate 
the end of slavery amid violent ram-
pant racial profiling incidents that 
show no signs of ending.  The week 
prior three people, including a police 
officer were killed in Kansas City, 
two killed at the plaza in front of 
convention center that was soon to 
host our General Assembly. Ten-
sions were high and hearts were raw.  
In response, UU minister Rev. Rose 
Schwab invited interfaith clergy and 

residents to gather at a community center in Kansas City, Kansas for a march to the Wyandotte County Court-
house to create somber, beautiful space at the entrance of a building too often associated with suffering and in-
justice. Before we started, local organizer and lawyer Justice Gaston led us in a libation ceremony honoring an-
cestors, activists, and victims of violence. We then marched three blocks in silence to the Courthouse plaza to 
listen to the stories of those impacted by injustice. At the courthouse steps, LJ Brackson described his family’s 
experience with the justice system. His 15-year-old niece D.H. is in jail, accused of murdering her parents in 
April. Brackson recounted a history of domestic violence by D.H.’s father and relayed some of her account of 
what happened the day her parents were killed. Brackson expressed frustration at the limited constitutional pro-
tections juveniles are given and at the way court-provided counselors work with prosecutors. “I’m speaking out 
for someone who doesn’t have her voice right now,” he said.  Schwab invited participants to gather around 
Brackson in a ritual laying on of hands to bless him and his family.  The power I felt in my body in this moment 
is hard to describe. All I can say is the word became flesh and dwelled among us.  
 
It’s a beautiful thing when we hear the humanity behind the words of another, words that summon one’s best 
self and own best words and actions. Knowing myself now to be part of LJ’s story, I asked Rev. Rose how if we 
can raise the $25,000 needed for a retainer of a private lawyer who can challenge LJ’s niece’s life prison sen-
tence whose only crime is defending herself against her father after witnessing him kill her mother?  Rose has 
taken this idea and run with it.  If you would like to donate send your check to Shawnee Mission Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church,  9400 Pflumm Rd, Lenexa, KS, 66103, care of  Rev. Rose Schwab. Write in the memo that it's 
for LJ Braxton.  Thank you if you can and if you can’t afford to contribute money please send your prayers.  
Thank you for inviting the word to dwell among us.  As we marched back to the community center past the jail, 
we sang the refrain from Bernice Johnson Reagon’s “Ella’s Song”: “We who believe in freedom cannot rest un-
til it comes.”   I am so glad to be singing with you. 
 
 This August I will be leading informal worship every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. (except the 8th) in the courtyard 
of the Fellowship Building.  Each evening we will  bring to life a chapter in the book Becoming Wise by Krista 
Tippet as a spiritual practice of inviting the word to become flesh and dwell among us.  The first chapter, “The 
Poetry of Creatures” is about the power of words.  Please bring light and healthy snacks and your words from 
the book or elsewhere that help you manifest the divine feminine, the divine masculine, the divine human.  May 
we nourish and be nourished. 
 
 With gratitude, 
 Rev. Jill 

https://maps.google.com/?q=9400+Pflumm+Rd,+Lenexa,+KS,+66103&entry=gmail&source=g
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values ... 

From the Board 
 
On June 14 we had our last board meeting for the 2017/18 church year and had 3 special guests join us. One was 
Heidi Bachmann, an incoming board member who will be sharing the role as Co-President with Stacie Green. 
At our annual meeting in May, the congregation voted to approve an amendment to our bylaws submitted by the 
Nominating Committee that would, allow the Committee to - from time to time - “decide it is in the best interest 
of the Church to have two persons share the responsibilities of President and may nominate two persons to serve 
as Co-Presidents.” Alone, both Stacie and Heidi would lead the board and congregation remarkably and we are 
grateful that they have agreed to blaze this new trail. They are both keen, creative, and forward-thinking and we 
have no doubt they will do an extraordinary job setting the example. 
 
Upon our request, Piali De came to the meeting to deliver an update on the work that she and Britt Argow, with 
the support of several other congregants, as facilitators of a new task force called “HATCH.” In her February 11 
sermon and in alignment with a workshop to reflect on our Religious Education program taking place later that 
morning led by UUA consultant Karen Bellevance Grace, Rev. Jill posed the question, “How Are The 
CHildren?” After this service and the discussions that arose from the workshop, Piali and Britt generously 
agreed to seek out the answer to that question. Out of the compelling conversations they had with our RE 
volunteers, the parents, and – of course – the children themselves, a plan of action has begun to take place that 
includes these six components: 
 

 Ask the lay leaders of our church committees to spend a Sunday morning with the children; 
 
 Recommend that the new Director of Religious Education (DRE) teach one or more of the classes; 
 
 Include more “one-room classes” that engage all the children on a specific topic; 
 
 Consider an alternative to a curriculum-based program for the Middle School Youth Group, with 

more engaged participation in social justice activities; 
 
 Hire a DRE who has an open mind to change. 

 
In the spirit of this last component, we spent a portion of our June board meeting getting to know Lynn 
Crowley, our newly hired DRE. Most of us already know Lynn as she has been actively involved with HUUC 
for more than a decade as a congregant, RE teacher, and dedicated volunteer. She has been teaching children for 
nearly 30 years and has spent most of that time researching and developing her own successful style of helping 
children learn in manners that are right for them. (To learn more, visit her website: www.lynncrowley.com) We 
are beyond thrilled to have Lynn join the HUUC staff and believe her excited dedication to this role will inspire 
us all to become more engaged in this incredibly important program and support one of the foundations of our 
church’s covenant. 
 
As an outgoing board member, along with Tom Daniells and Steve Farough, I thank you all for your trust and 
support. It’s been an honor to serve, and a special pleasure to work deeply with Rev. Jill, an enthusiastically 
dedicated minister and a truly amazing person. 
 
Wishing you all a splendid summer! 
 
Paige 
 
For the board: Tom Daniells, Steve Farough, Stacie Green, Leslie Neville. 

file:///C:/Users/Parish%20Assistant/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/IE/I461INLH/www.lynncrowley.com
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Connections Corner 
 
This year has been a great one for Connection, from connecting with each other during Sunday 
service, through working together on church committees, music, education, and social justice 
programs, and involvement in events such as our Annual Auction and Memorial Day Pancake 
Breakfast, and more. Connection through involvement continues to be a focal point for our 
church. 

 
In the spirit of continuing our Connections efforts this summer, at 7 PM on Thursday, July 12, the Connections 
Team plans to host a Midsummer Reconnect for our newest members as well as recent visitors to our Sunday 
services. Kate Jones has generously offered to host the event at her home, including appetizers, drinks, and 
pool fun. Adults and children are invited. An evite was recently sent to Newcomers and visitors; if we missed 
someone, please contact Drkatejones@me.com. 

 
Also during the summer for our entire community, Rev. Jill hopes to host an informal service on the first 
Wednesday evening in August at the Fellowship Building, maybe with grillables. Stay tuned for more details!  
 
Have a wonderful summer everyone! 
The Connections Team (Carol MacFarlane, Sarah Graffam, Kate Jones, Mary Krause, Carol Panek-Clark, Imre 
Toth, and Lynne Wood) 

 

Here we support and care for one another …  

Our Thoughts Are With … 
 
From the month of May: 
Kelley Taylor - Sorrow about the suicide of her sister 
last year. This is the first occasion she is able to 
publically acknowledge her grief, and she is grateful 
for the emotional support of the HUUC community. 
 
Tom Daniells – Joy for an upcoming, whole family 
reunion with his aging, ailing father. 
 
Dave Kendall – Sorrow for human rights violations in 
Gaza. 
 
Cary Browse – Joy!!! - one more day until retirement! 
 
 
Our Thanks Go To: 
 
The Sunday Counters: Darrel Wickman, Nick Browse, 
Barbara Kemp! (An important and sometimes hidden 
job.) 
 
The ‘Sacred Space Committee’ for the delightful 
walking paths behind the Fellowship Building. What a 
treat. Check it out. 
 

 
GEMS OF TWO 

WEEKS 
 

Social Justice Ministr ies Council 
 

While our country appears to be drifting toward the 
perils of authoritarianism, such a trend is hardly in-
evitable. In their book How Democracies Die, Ste-
ven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt provide an explana-
tion of how the US wound up electing an authoritari-
an president but more importantly how we can get 
out of it.  
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/
books/562246/how-democracies-die-by-steven-
levitsky-and-daniel-ziblatt/9781524762933/ 
 
Understanding our moment in history helps us fight 
for justice! Ta-Nehisi Coates offers an explanation 
of how the longstanding legacy of racism drives our 
current moment in “The First White President.” 
What a title! 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/
archive/2017/10/the-first-white-president-ta-nehisi-
coates/537909/ 
 
 -Steve Farough 

mailto:Drkatejones@me.com
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/562246/how-democracies-die-by-steven-levitsky-and-daniel-ziblatt/9781524762933/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/562246/how-democracies-die-by-steven-levitsky-and-daniel-ziblatt/9781524762933/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/562246/how-democracies-die-by-steven-levitsky-and-daniel-ziblatt/9781524762933/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/10/the-first-white-president-ta-nehisi-coates/537909/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/10/the-first-white-president-ta-nehisi-coates/537909/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/10/the-first-white-president-ta-nehisi-coates/537909/
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Here we support individual and collective service to the community …   
Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences …  

July & August Birthday Wishes Go to … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lisa Aciukewicz 
Nellie Agosta 
Olivia Alfano 
Elizabeth Anders 
George Babich 
Ross Brown-Cullinane 
Daniel Colony 
Jim Colony 
William Cordner 
Colby Day-Newsham 
Mary Donald 
Eric Dyer 
Thea Eiland 
Janice Goodell 
Claudia Jarratt 
Erik Johnson 
Helena Justicz 
Geoff Koetsch 
Nikko Koetsch 
George C. Krusen 
Cheryl Lower 
Sawyer Madison 
Tucker Madison 
Chris Payne 
Ethan Payne 
Hannah Payne 
Kate Sobalvarro 
Brenton Stoddart 
Ara Tyler 
Alec Vilain 
Becca Weast 
Lynne Wood 
 
If you missed the opportunity to give us your birthday 
month please contact the church office: 
978-456-8752, or admin@uuharvard.org. Thanks.  
–Elinor Stapleton 

Are you interested in helping incarcerated voters 
in Massachusetts exercise their right to vote this 
fall? Ballots Over Bars is coordinating a group of 
volunteers to make calls to find out what Massachu-
setts jails are doing to ensure the people they incar-
cerate have access to absentee ballots, and going into 
jails that want volunteer help. We are looking for 
people to lend help across the state - no previous 
criminal justice expertise necessary. E-mail elly 
kalfus at EKALIFY@gmail.com with “Voting in 
Jail” in the subject line with questions and to sign up.
--  
Jill  
617-697-0922 cell 
617-477-9105  

Remember to Check Out the UUA Website 
https://www.uua.org/ 
 
Weekly Inspiration (https://www.uua.org/
braverwiser/today-was-not-otherwise). 
Reading in Community  (https://www.uua.org/books/
read).  
Living Unitarian UniversalistValues (https://
www.uua.org/loveresists/blog/love-resists-family-
separation). 
 
Welcome to Unitarian Universalism 
We are people of all ages, people of many back-
grounds, and people of many beliefs. We are brave, 
curious and compassionate thinkers and doers. We 
create spirituality and community beyond boundaries, 
working for more justice and more love in our own 
lives and in the world. Unitarian Universalism affirms 
and promotes seven Principles, grounded in the hu-
manistic teachings of the world's religions. Our spirit-
uality is unbounded, drawing from scripture and sci-
ence, nature and philosophy, personal experience and 
ancient tradition as described in our six Sources.   
 
Get to know us: 
Beliefs & Principles - our seven Principles, six 
Sources and common belief questions 
Who We Are - our history, symbols, backgrounds and 
stories 
Religious Practices - what Unitarian Universalists do 
on Sunday and every day, including holidays and rites 
of passage 

mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
http://emancipationinitiative.org/ballots-over-bars/
mailto:EKALIFY@gmail.com
https://www.uua.org/
https://www.uua.org/braverwiser/today-was-not-otherwise
https://www.uua.org/braverwiser/today-was-not-otherwise
https://www.uua.org/books/read
https://www.uua.org/books/read
https://www.uua.org/loveresists/blog/love-resists-family-separation
https://www.uua.org/loveresists/blog/love-resists-family-separation
https://www.uua.org/loveresists/blog/love-resists-family-separation
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/who-we-are/all-ages
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/who-we-are/backgrounds
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/who-we-are/backgrounds
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/beliefs
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/sources
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/who-we-are
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-do
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Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, and all their sorrows and joys …  

MUSIC NOTES 
 
 
 
 
 
Sr. Choir: 
August 5, 10 a.m. Joint summer service at the 
Lancaster UU church. Pick up Choir rehearsal at 8:30 
a.m. with the Lancaster Music Director, Kallin 
Johnson. Making music with singers of our area UU 
churches is always a joy, and pausing summer 
activities for a little meditation and reflection is good 
for the soul. Join us if you are in town! 
 
Thursday, September 6, will be our first rehearsal with 
Choir Director Allegra Martin and Accompanist 
Marsha Martin, preparing for the beginning of our 
new church year on Sunday, September 9. 
 
May summer hold many delights for all Jr. Choir 
singers, Chimers, and Sr. Choir! 
 
    
  -Eleanor Toth 

What’s Coming Up, Church Events 
 
Admin Office Hours for 10 Weeks in the Summer: 
 Tuesday and Thursday 9:00-11:30 a.m. 
 June 26 through August 31, closed July 3. 
 
 
No meditation Wednesday July 4, but every Wednes-

day after that date 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
 
Thursday July 12 
 7:00 p.m. Connections Team hosting  
 Midsummer Reconnect for our newest members 

as well as recent visitors to our Sunday services 
at Kate Jones’ home. Drkatejones@me.com. 

 
 
Wednesday August 1 
 6:00 p.m. Supper and Service with Rev. Jill at 

the Fellowship Building 
Sunday August 5 
 10:00 a.m. Annual Joint Summer Service  
 UU Church in Lancaster 
 # 725 Main St. 
 Lancaster, MA 
 Pick up Choir. 
Wednesday August 15 
 6:00 p.m. Supper and Service with Rev. Jill at 

the Fellowship Building 
Tuesday August 21 
 9:00 a.m. Belfry Deadline 
Wednesday August 22 
 6:00 p.m. Supper and Service with Rev. Jill at 

the Fellowship Building 
Wednesday August 28 
 6:00 p.m. Supper and Service with Rev. Jill at 

the Fellowship Building 
 
Tuesday September 4 
 Regular office hours resume. 
 
 
Sunday September 9 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
    Ingathering 
 
 
Building Use Calendar: 
https://uuharvard.org/our-facilities/calendar/ 

From Rev. Jill 
 
I will be around town for some of the summer, so 
please call my cell 617-697-0922.   Below are the 
weeks I will most likely be traveling. I've listed the 
contact information for a minister on call in case of 
emergencies.  Megan serves the Sterling church and 
lives in Acton, and Joli is a chaplain at Brigham and 
Women's hospital and lives in Boston.  Both 
wonderfully warm and talented ministers. 
 
Rev. Megan Lynes- June 29 to July 6, July 15 to July 
20, August 6-13. 
revmeganlynes@gmail.com.  
cell phone is 617–276–7655. 
 
Rev.  Joli Olivetti-July 21-July 29. 
cell phone-617-851-9356. 
 jlolivetti@gmail.com 
 

mailto:Drkatejones@me.com
https://uuharvard.org/our-facilities/calendar/
mailto:revmeganlynes@gmail.com
mailto:jlolivetti@gmail.com
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Rev. Jill Cowie   Minister  
Lynn Crowley   Director of Religious Education 
Allegra Martin   Choir Director 
Marsha Martin   Accompanist 
Elinor Stapleton   Parish Administrator 
Lori Daniells   Bookkeeper 

Admin Office Hours for 10 Weeks in the Summer:  
Tuesday and Thursday 9:00-11:30 a.m. 
June 26 through August 31 
Regular Office Hours resume Tuesday September 4. 
Elinor Stapleton 978.456.8752 
 admin@uuharvard.org 

Co-Presidents Stacie Green (2018-2020) 
Heidi Bachmann (2018-
2020) 

978-456-0129 
978-456-0111 

stacie@64crayons.com 

h.bachmann72@gmail.co
m 

Vice President Kirsti Gamage (2017-2019) 978-456-3849 Kirsti.gamage@gmail.com 

Board Mem-
ber 

Leslie Neville (2017-2020) 978-456-9870 ldneville@gmail.com 

Board Mem-
ber 

Glenn Alexander (2018-
2021) 

978-424-8424 kerrglenn@verizon.net 

Board Mem-
ber 

Greg Stoddard (2018-2021) 617-447-5491 gregstod@gmail.com 

Buildings and  Grounds 
Glen Frederick, 978-456-3312.   
 
Building Rental Manager 
David Kendall, 978-456-3747.. 

mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
file:///C:/Users/Parish%20Assistant/Google%20Drive%202/Parish%20Assistant/Lay%20Leadership/stacie@64crayons.com
mailto:h.bachmann72@gmail.com
mailto:h.bachmann72@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Parish%20Assistant/Google%20Drive%202/Parish%20Assistant/Lay%20Leadership/Kirsti.gamage@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Parish%20Assistant/Google%20Drive%202/Parish%20Assistant/Lay%20Leadership/ldneville@gmail.com
mailto:kerrglenn@verizon.net
mailto:gregstod@gmail.com

