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Belfry 

The Belfry is published once a month, August - June, usually the third week. 
Office Telephone: 978-456-8752. P.O. Box 217, #9 Ayer Rd. Harvard, MA 01451 

Rev. Jill Cowie, Minister: office 978-456-9021, mobile # 617.697.0922 
Daniel Payne, Director of Religious Education & Communications Coordinator: 978-201-1545. 

revjillcowie@gmail.com; dre@uuharvard.org , admin@uuharvard.org 
Web site: http://uuharvard.org/ Caring: caring@uuharvard.org; Music Director: coexprof1@gmail.com  

Love is the spirit of our church, where … 
 ...we gather to worship... 
 ...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all... 

The May 17, 2018 

Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church 

Forthcoming Services, Worship at 10:00 a.m., Announcements at 9:55 a.m. unless stated otherwise. 

language connects us heart to heart within the 
tapestry of humanity and this beloved earth. Join us 
and share in the blessing. Please bring a flower for 
our end-of-year flower communion. 
 
 
Annual Joint Summer Service -- Save the Date 
When: Sunday, August 5, 2018. Time: 10am 
Where: UU Church in Lancaster , 725 Main St. 
Who: Rev. Rober t Johansen, Minister  and Kallin 
Johnson, Music Director of the Lancaster Church 
Choir: There will be a combined pick-up choir as in 
years past. 
 
Also… We are currently looking for someone to 
serve as the HUUC representative on the joint 
committee that organizes this service each year. It is 
not a large commitment of time or energy. If you are 
interested, please contact Cary Browse 
cbrowse@earthlink.net 

May 20th “The Beauty of Dissonance” 
Britt Argow  
Human beings are social creatures, and we 
naturally seek consensus. For many of us, living in 
today's climate of discord and conflict can be 
exhausting, or at least disheartening. Come explore 
the beauty that can be found in dissonance, both 
musical and cognitive, as we practice embracing 
discomfort in order to experience the richness and 
growth that can come from conflict. Music 
provided by John Chapman. 
 
May 27th “Nicaragua: A difficult country with 
Resourceful People” 
Pam and Glen Frederick will share their  
experience with UU Service Committee and the 
UU College of Social Justice on a February 2018 
trip to Nicaragua. They will also describe the issues 
and people who most influenced their impressions. 
 
June 3rd RE Sunday 
Everyone is invited to the RE Sunday worship 

service on June 3. The service will be held in 
Sutherland Hall. We will be thanking our RE 
volunteers, hearing the beautiful junior choir 

voices, and working collaboratively on a project 
designed to make good use of our property behind 
the Fellowship Building. You don’t want to miss it! 
 
June 10th “The Art of Blessing of the Day” 
Rev. Jill Cowie 
“The art of blessing,” says poet Marge Piercy is 
‘compressing attention to each little and big 
blossom of the tree of life, to let the tongue sing 
each fruit, its savor, its aroma and its use.’ This 
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  “I believe the world is beautiful and that my veins don’t end in me but in the 
unanimous blood of those who struggle for life, love, little things, landscape 
and bread, the poetry of everyone” 
 --- Roque Dalton, El Salvadorian poet 
 
I remember learning for the first time in college the role the U.S government 
played in undermining the democracy in El Salvador. The revelation rocked 
my world.  To make it worse, I realized then how complicit the main stream 
media was in the messaging, a role that continues, especially in how the media 
justifies the genocide of the Palestinian people, a genocide made possible by 
the support of our government at an expense of $10,000 per Israeli capita.   My 
heart continues to break and after feeling the pain, I ask, what next?    
 

Episcopal Priest Alan Jones writes: 
"The realm of the holy is concerned with the restoration of lost harmonies, with the healing of fractured 
integrities, 
with the creation of new spaces within the soul. 
One way of understanding the realm of the holy 
is to think of it is a code word for mending the creation and for enlarging the space in which it can flourish." 
 
To live a life of beauty, I live to restore the lost harmonies.  It feels like a complete circle now, thirty-five years 
after my college years to be sponsoring Iris and her six-year-old daughter Myli from El Salvador, a country 
now ruled by the violence of gangs and drugs, a violence that divides families.  Iris was asked by her brother-in
-law, a high-ranking gang leader, to collect rent for the gang.  She refused and after six months, her sister 
finally told her she could no longer protect her. It was time to for her to go. 
 
Her arrival is creating the space in which creation flourishes. The generous support of people in this 
congregation, fellow UU’s and people I have never met is making this possible.  Though applying for asylum 
is not breaking the law, Iris wears an ankle bracelet that limits her to a 75-mile radius which means she cannot 
travel with us for the next two weekends as we celebrate the college graduations of Adam and Laura.  Spanish 
speaking friends of friends are offering to come share a meal and a walk to give them company, a sense of 
community while we are gone for two weekends.  It is a beautiful thing to witness.  I feel like we are writing 
poetry, discovering love in the little things, the making of bread, going to a playground, struggling to claim the 
victory of life over the powers that undermine it.  I am awed by how reaching out to help Iris and her daughter 
writes the poetry of community.  The poet words are true, the beauty of everyone runs in the veins who 
struggle for life, love, and the little things. 
 
Many blessings of beauty to you and to those you love, 
Rev. Jill 

Minister’s Musings ... 

Small Groups Are Coming This Fall! 
 
Unitarian Universalism is about connection. We are a religion that helps 
people struggle against a shallow, frantic and materialistic world that often 
leaves us feeling disconnected from our deeper selves. This fall we are 
forming small groups to learn, support, and explores spiritual practices while 
deepening personal connections. Tom Aciukewicz and Paige O’Brien, with 
support from Reverend Jill, will facilitate day and evening sessions of small groups using the widely revered 
 The Soul Matters curriculum. 
 
Monthly gatherings begin in September with a new theme each month. The first one is “vision.” If you are 
interested in participating in of these small groups, please contact Tom, at a2z.tom@gmail.com, to learn more.  

https://www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com/our-approach.html
https://www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com/our-approach.html
https://www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com/our-approach.html
mailto:a2z.tom@gmail.com
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values ... 

From the Board 
 

Our Sixth Principle 
 

We covenant to affirm and promote the goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all. 
 

 
Sunday, June 10 will be our last 
Sunday service of the official 
church year. Rev. Jill will be 
bringing us a Flower Ceremony, a 
ritual that celebrates beauty, 
human uniqueness, diversity, and 
community (don’t forget to bring a 
flower!). After, we will enjoy our 
last moments of the “church year” 
together and gather for our annual 
Potluck Picnic. Members of the 

board will provide - and cook! - burgers, veggie burgers, 
and hot dogs and contribute a special dessert. Please join 
us in celebrating our wonderful community! 
 
Yours in service, Paige O’Brien 
 
For the Board: Tom Daniells, Steve Farough, Kirsti 
Gamage, Stacie Green, Leslie Neville 

Remember: Annual Congregational 
Meeting after worship Sunday May 20th. 
 
****************************** 
 
Senior High Youth Group Lunch 
Following Annual Meeting 
 
Please support the work of the church and the 
SHYG at the lasagna lunch after annual 
meeting, Sunday May 20. This was offered at 
the auction — $10/adult, $5/child, and our 
hope is that more will attend. If you plan to 
attend and didn’t sign up at the auction, please 
email susie_macrae@icloud.com so that the 
youth group can plan accordingly. Walk-ins 
will always be welcome. 
 -Thanks, Susie Macrae 

mailto:susie_macrae@icloud.com
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Here we hold ourselves responsible for the religious education of our children and ourselves, 
to carry out our mission, and to support our church. …  

RE Sunday! 
 
As we prepare for the last few Sundays of the church year, I am excited about the upcoming RE Sunday 
worship service on June 3. We’ve had an amazing church year, and I am so thankful to have had the blessing of 
working with all the RE families – children and parents.  
 
On June 3, we’ll have the chance to thank all the volunteers who’ve helped make this a great year in RE. We’ll 
hear the junior choir sing, and I’ve been working closely with Kelley Taylor and Glen Frederick on a special 
project we’ll all have the chance to participate in during the worship service. 
 
Looking forward into the next church year, I am deeply grateful for the current and future RE Team members 
who’ve been working hard on the transition, as well as the hiring team for a new DRE. Next church year is 
certain to be an exciting time for all involved in the RE program. There will be opportunities for the whole 
congregation to be involved per their interests (drumming, yoga, meditation, social justice, etc). 
 
Be sure to stop by the RE table that will be setup after our final worship service on June 10. You’ll be able to 
register your child(ren) for next year’s programming and find out how you can be involved. Thanks, everyone, 

for making this an awesome year! 

 -Daniel Payne 

 
The next Harvard Humanists meeting will be held on Sunday, May 20, from 1:30 – 3:00 pm in the rear of the 
sanctuary. All are welcome. 

Assabet Village Co-op Market  
Hosts Fellowship Hour! 
 
On Sunday, June 3, after our 
RE Sunday worship service in 
the Fellowship Building, Lorne 
Bell, Director of Outreach and 
Communications, will be 
pouring the coffee and serving up market-fresh treats. 
He’ll also have information on hand to learn more 
about how to join several other HUUC members and 
friends in becoming an owner of the Co-op.  
 
Thank you Lorne! 

Nicaragua Presentation and light supper 
 
Tuesday, May 29, 2018 at 6:00 PM at the 
Fellowship Building. 
 
“Nicaragua: A Difficult country with Resourceful 
People” Glen and Pam will give an in depth 
presentation with slides on their trip to Nicaragua in 
Feb. 2018. A light supper will be served and an RSVP 
for supper is important!  
 
RSVP: pwfrederick@gmail.com or 
glen.frederick18@gmail.com 
978-456-3312 or 978-460-0781 

Silent Sit - Wednesday Meditation 
 
Join us, every Wednesday from 7:00-8:00 pm in the Charlanne Van Wormer room of the Fellowship Building for a 
silent meditation period. We open with a reading of Buddhist wisdom, poetry, or whatever the evening’s leader 
thinks is appropriate. We then sit for 20 or 25 minutes, followed by about 10 minutes of walking meditation, and 
finish with 10 more minutes of sitting. We then typically finish with another short reading. All are welcome. Bring 
your own mat/cushion/whatever you use, or use one of ours. If you prefer a chair, we have those as well.  For more 
information email davidpkendall@gmail.com, or Pam at pwfrederick@gmail.com. 

http://assabetvillage.coop/owner-benefits/
mailto:pwfrederick@gmail.com
mailto:glen.frederick18@gmail.com
mailto:davidpkendall@gmail.com
mailto:pwfrederick@gmail.com
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Connections Corner 
 
 
With the warm weather now (mostly) upon us, the Connections Team is already thinking 
ahead to the summer, and we are even doing some planning for the fall. 
 
On the evening of Thursday, July 12, we are planning to host a Summer Social for our 

newest members as well as recent visitors to our Sunday services. The Social will be a great way to stay 
connected to HUUC during our summer hiatus. Kate Jones has generously offered to host the Social at her home, 
including appetizers, drinks, and pool fun. Adults and children are invited. Newcomers and visitors will soon 
receive a Save the Date e-mail. 
 
On Sunday, September 30, we will hold Connections Sunday in the Fellowship Hall after church service. At this 
event, groups and committees will have the opportunity to set up a table and share information about their 
activities. Connections Sunday will be a perfect time to explore opportunities to get connected with the 
community. The Connections Team will be contacting various groups and committees soon to discuss being part 
of the event. 
 
Happy Spring! 
 
The Connections Team 
Carol MacFarlane, Sarah Graffam, Kate Jones, Mary Krause, Carol Panek-Clark, Imre Toth, and Lynne Wood 

 

Here we support and care for one another …  

Sharing Our Plate for May and June 2018 
 
Each month, half of the contributions in the collection plate, other than those specified for pledges, go to a 
designated social justice organization.   
 
The Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival –  May 20th & 27th 
The Poor People’s Campaign is uniting tens of thousands of people across the country to challenge the evils of 
systemic racism, poverty, the war economy, ecological devastation and the nation’s distorted morality.  They 
demand justice for all, are committed to lifting up and deepening the leadership of those affected by racism and 
believe in the dismantling of unjust criminalization systems that exploit communities of color and poor 
communities.  Further, they believe in equal protection under the law, that people should not live in or die from 
poverty, and aim to focus our attention on how our society treats the poor, those on the margins, LGBTQ folks, 
workers, immigrants, the disabled and the sick. For more information on The Poor People’s Campaign, go to: 
poorpeoplescampaign.org.  If you would like 100% of your donation to go to The Poor People’s Campaign, 
please make out a check directly to them. 

 
 
The Hurricane Maria Community Relief and Recovery Fund – June 3 & 10th 
Immediately following Hurricanes Irma and Maria, Puerto Rico was devastated.  Even though the hurricane 
happened many months ago, Puerto Rico is still facing a long and challenging road to recovery and rebuilding. 
The Hurricane Maria Community Relief & Recovery Fund (the Maria Fund) was launched to help communities 
hit hardest by the storm.  The fund supports grassroots organizing of vulnerable communities on the frontlines, 
supports both critical immediate relief needs as well as long term projects needed for the long term to rebuild 
Puerto Rico in a just and equitable way.  For more information about the Maria Fund, please go to: mariafund.org.  
If you would like 100% of your donation to go to the Maria Fund, please make your check out to “Center for 
Popular Democracy” and write “Maria Fund” in the memo line.  

file:///C:/Users/Parish%20Assistant/Google%20Drive%202/Parish%20Assistant/01Elinor/OOS/OOS%2017-18/poorpeoplescampaign.org
http://mariafund.org/
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Here we support individual and collective service to the community …   
Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences …  

Music Listening Circle Date  Change 
 
To Sunday June 3, 2:00 p.m.  The Music Committee 
would like to have input from the congregation on 
ideas you may have for presenting music during the 
services. Rev. Jill will guide our “Listening Circle” in 
the Charlanne Van Wormer Community Room, in the 
Fellowship Building. 
 -Eleanor Toth 

BARGAINS IN THE BELFRY 
  
Bargains in the Belfry has recently received a large 
number of items of good quality brands, such as LL 
Bean, Orvis, Travelsmith and Talbot's.  Other items 
have just gone on sale.  There are many excellent 
deals available in clothing and household 
goods.  Come and check them out! 
 
Bargains in the Belfry is open on Tuesdays 10 - 4 and 
the first and third Sundays of the month after the 
service from 11:30 - 12:30, through June 12. 
 
 -Sharon Briggs 

For the Partner Church 
 
I have just written to Berei Istvan, our partner church 
minister, briefly detailing Jill's installation, our music 
department, and our social programs. 
 
I encourage you to look into the Thanksgiving 
economy pilgrimage tour from 9/22 to 10/ 4/2018. 
(Two weeks.) Base price $1148 plus registration fee 
of $450. For details, go to this link, on your computer: 
UU PCCpilgrimage opportunities. 
 
 -Mary Donald 

Social Justice Ministries Council 
 
The next Social Justice Ministries Council (SJMC) 
meeting will be held on May 24th at 7:15 pm in Jill's 
office.  All are welcome. 
 -Risa Goldman 

Searching for a Loaves and Fishes Monthly 
Collection Coordinator 
 
Would you like to help alleviate food insecurity for 
our neighbors in need?  The SJMC is searching for 
someone to serve as coordinator for HUUC’s monthly 
food drive for Loaves and Fishes. The position 
involves publicizing the collections through the Belfry 
and weekly announcements as well as picking up the 
donations from the baskets in the foyer and delivering 
them to Loaves and Fishes.  This is a great position for 
a young family as it offers the opportunity to involve 
your children in helping Loaves and Fishes clients but 
it can be done by anyone who is inspired by the idea 
of helping those who are food insecure.  We hope to 
fill this role before the end of the church year so that 
we can be up and running for the beginning of 
September. If you are interested in finding out more 
about coordinating the Loaves and Fishes monthly 
food collections, please contact Risa Goldman at 
risajan@aol.com or 978-772-9687.   

June Birthday Wishes Go to … 
 
Eliza Agosta 
Bailey Bourgeois 
Max Chadran 
Cate Corbett 
Piali De 
Thomas Hill 
Barbara Kemp 
Julie Medjanis 
Andy Perkins 
Nancy Reifenstein 
Lois Suarez 
Sue Tokay 
Imre Toth 
Marc Vilain  
 
If you missed the opportunity to give us your birthday 
month please contact the church office: 
978-456-8752, or admin@uuharvard.org. 

http://uupcc.org/pilgrimages/pilgrimage-opportunities
mailto:risajan@aol.com
mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
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Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, and all their sorrows and joys …  

MUSIC NOTES 
 
 
 

 
Musicians: 
May 20- John Chapman and pickup choir 
May 27- Choir 
June 3- Chimers and Jr. Choir 
June 10- Choir 
 
Jr. Choir: 
All singers are needed for rehearsal this Sunday, 11:20
- 11:50. Our last rehearsal is May 27th. We sing in 
church on Sunday, June 3. Please be ready for a warm-
up with Ted in the sanctuary at 9:30 that morning. Our 
church year is quickly drawing to an end. Should we 
have a choir party? 
 
Chimers: 
Our final rehearsal Sunday will be May 27th at noon. 
Ted will join us so we can hear how the organ supports 
our chimes. Please be at the chime table at 8:45 on 
June 3, so we can polish our anthem before the Jr. 
Choir warms up. Our participation in RE Sunday 
wraps up our year. Thanks for being so flexible all 
season. 
 
Sr. Choir: 
You have probably seen Britt’s request for a pickup 
choir for her service this Sunday, May 20th. We don’t 
have choir rehearsal this week, May 17 or May 31, but 
we do meet on Thursday May 24, in preparation for 
May 27th. On Thursday, June 7th, we have been invited 
to continue our tradition of a rehearsal party at Ted and 
Donnalisa’s house in Stow. The rehearsal is shorter 
than usual, leaving time for snacking on pot luck 
goodies and socializing. 
 
As you know, Ted will be on sabbatical for 12 weeks 
next Fall. The Music committee, Jill and Ted will be 
meeting with Allegra Martin, our choir sub, and 
Marsha Martin, our keyboard sub on June 14 to 
discuss plans for that time period. 
 
Thank you all for bringing your voices to enhance our 
worship services. 
 
Happy summer! 
      
  -Eleanor Toth 

What’s Coming Up, Church Events 
 
Sunday May 20 

10:00 a.m. worship Service 
   “The Beauty of Dissonance” 
   Britt Argow 
11:15 Annual Congregational Meeting 
11:20-11:50 Jr. Choir 
Lunch in the Fellowship Building 
by Senior High Youth Group 
1:30-3:00 p.m. Harvard Humanists 

Thursday May 24 
 7:15pm Social Justice Ministries Council mtg. 
 7:30pm Sr. Choir 
Sunday May 27 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

“Nicaragua: A difficult country with 
   Resourceful People” 

    Pam and Glen Frederick  
 11:20-11:50 Jr. Choir 
 12:00-1:00 Chimers 
Monday May 28 
 Annual Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast 
    in Fellowship Building 
Tuesday May 29 
 6:00-9:00 p.m. Dinner and Talk: “Nicaragua: A 

Difficult country with Resourceful People” 
    Pam & Glen Frederick 
Thursday May 31 
 7:00 p.m. Worship Team Planning Meeting 
Sunday June 3 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service, in FB 

   Religious Education Sunday 
   Daniel Payne, DRE 

 2:00-4:00 p.m. Music Listening Circle 
Monday June 4 
 7:30-9:30 p.m. Connections Team meeting 
Tuesday June 5 
 6:30 & 7:30 Alliance Potluck & Planning 
Wednesday June 6 
 6:30-8:00 p.m. Caring Network meeting 
Thursday June 7 
 6:30-7:30 p.m. Staff meeting 
Sunday June 10 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

   “The Art of Blessing of the Day” 
   Rev. Jill Cowie 

 11:00 Potluck Picnic 
Thursday June 14 
 7:00-9:00 p.m. Board meeting 
Admin Office Closed week of June 18th 
Tuesday June 26 9:00 a.m. Belfry Deadline 
Building Use Calendar: 
https://uuharvard.org/our-facilities/calendar/ 

https://uuharvard.org/our-facilities/calendar/
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Rev. Jill Cowie   Minister  
Daniel Payne   Director of Religious Education & Outreach Coordinator 
Ted Johnson   Music Director 
Elinor Stapleton   Parish Administrator 
Lori Daniells   Bookkeeper 

Admin Office Hours September—June 
Monday 9-Noon 
Tuesday 10-3 
Wednesday Noon-3 
Thursday 10-3 
Friday 9-noon 
978-456-8752 -Elinor Stapleton 
admin@uuharvard.org 

Daniel Payne, Director of Religious 
Education and Communications Coordinator 
 
Office Hours  Tuesdays 12:00 –4:00, and 
Thursdays 1:00–5:00, subject to change. 
 
Please call 978-201-1545, or email 
dre@uuharvard.org 
 -Daniel Payne 

Rev. Jill is available by appointment: 
 

 Alternate Mondays & Tuesdays 
 All Wednesdays & Thursdays 

 
Please call her office 978-456-9021 or mobile 617-697-0922. Email: revjillcowie@gmail.com 

mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
mailto:dff@uuharvard.org
mailto:revjillcowie@gmail.com

