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Love is the spirit of our church, where … 
 ...we gather to worship... 
 ...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all... 

The November 22nd, 2017 

Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church 

Forthcoming Services, Worship at 10:00 a.m., Announcements at 9:55 a.m. unless stated otherwise. 

more of you, an infinitude of locales of the spirit 
beckons.”   What he is saying is that when families 
to which we are born are not welcoming, or change 
over time, we can find families of the heart, places 
of  belonging, of rebirth.   My sermon tells my story 
of such a journey and invites you to ponder yours. 
 
 
Dec 17-Solstice Service 
 
Dec 24th   Christmas Eve Candlelight Service for 
All Ages at 5:00 pm. 
 
Come as we tell the Christmas story in song and 
prose, with a short homily, ending with a beautiful 
ritual of passing  the light.  A pre-service concert 
will begin in the sanctuary at 4:30. 
 
 

November 26th 
Paying it Forward  
Household Goods: A Spirit-Filled Organization 
Barbara Smith, Founder.  
(Pick-up choir today for anyone who would like to 
sing in the service: we'll meet at 9:00 a.m. sharp in 
the church for rehearsal. Thanks.-Ted) 
 
 
December 3rd Music Sunday “Daniel 
Pinkham’s Christmas Cantata” and “Hope” by 
Rev. Jill Cowie 

Brian D. McLaren writes, “Politicians compete 
for higher offices, business tycoons scramble for 
bigger pieces of the pie,  armies march and 
scientists study, preachers preach, and laborers 
sweat. But in that silent baby, lying in the humble 
manger, there pulses more potential power and 
wisdom and grace and aliveness than all the rest 
of us can imagine.  Come listen as our choir lifts 
this truth in melody in this most beautiful cantata 
that will be embellished with advent readings and 
a sermon on hope. 
 
 
December 10   “Families of the Heart”  Rev. 
Jill Cowie 
  
Often this month is hard as it brings so many 
different memories of family.  I find hope in 
Andrew Solomon’s words, “if the physical and 
psychic place to which you were born wants no 
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Minister’s Musings 
 
 

What Does It Mean to Gather in Hope as Unitarian Universalists? 
 
Take a breath, and notice how you feel in your body, and how the world around you feels.  Take a breath for 
the day you have had so far.  And a breath for this precious moment, which cannot be recreated. Now, another 
for the day and night coming.  Here you are, in the cycle between the past and the future, choosing to spend 
your miraculous time in the exploration of how humans, especially those seeking to grow liberation and 
justice, can learn from the world around us to best collaborate, how to shape change… 
    Adrienne Maree Brown from her recent book Emergent Strategy 
 
For me, these words hold the spirit of this season.  A spirit of listening to and learning from new sources of 
untold truth.  A spirit that informs our values and helps us give shape to our understandings of dignity, truth, 
interconnectedness and compassion.  This spirit was present the other day during our newcomer’s class where 
ten of us shared which UU principle(s) we had embodied in the last week.  The stories were beautiful, heart 
filling, and hopeful.  Listening and learning from the needs of students in Worcester schools, from the needs of 
low-income mothers and kids, and to the narrative of grief gave new meaning to the expressions of dignity and 
worth.   And though the situations described were hard, I heard in the telling a compassion and a conviction 
that pointed towards a future in which justice, equity and peace are an ever-present reality.  All us in the room 
were lifted up by a collective sense of possibility.   
 
Theologian Jürgen Moltmann writes “Those who hope...can no longer put up with reality as it is, but begin to 
suffer under it, to contradict it. True hope means conflict with the world, for the goad of the promised future 
stabs inexorably into the flesh of every unfulfilled present.” This is the sense of hope I experienced during the 
newcomer’s class, but what is missing from Moltmann’s description is the sense of community that hope 
engenders without which hope can fade into despair.  Theologian Howard Thurman describes hope as a spirit 
abroad in life that makes for wholeness and for community; it knows no country and its allies are to be found 
wherever the heart is kind and the collective will and the private endeavor seek to make justice where injustice 
abounds, to make peace where chaos is rampant, and to make the voice heard on behalf of the helpless and 
weak. It is the voice of God and the voice of humanity; it is the meaning of all the strivings of the whole 
human race.” 
 
This is the meaning I enjoy striving towards with you, as we create together this spirit of  hopeful wholeness 
that goads us all towards a promised future.  Next time you sit down with a group at church, or elsewhere in 
your life, ask one another how you have each lived into one of our (your) principles.  Let hope lift you up, let 
hope lift all of us up,  and carry us into the new year. 
 
With peace and many blessings, 
 
Rev. Jill 
 

 

https://www.uusc.org/celebrate-fair-trade-month-support-economic-justice/ 

Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values ... 
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values ... 

Report from the Board 
 
As we prepare for all the wonderful December events and services (Ecumenical Pageant, Mummer’s Play, 
Anne-Marie Arnold Messiah Sing) that take place in our Sanctuary, I’d like to take the opportunity to thank our 
amazing congregation for all their engaged efforts this fall.  We have really jumped in this year! Our Sunday 
services are captivating in word and song. We have demonstrated our commitment to social justice with action 
(Anti-Racism Workshops, Roche Bros. gleaning, CityReach service trip). We’ve shared deeply personal stories 
from the pulpit about why we pledge our financial support. At a recent convening of the fall All Leadership 
Meeting we heard that our Staff, Committees, Groups, Task Forces, the Women’s Alliance have all smoothly 
gotten into the swing of things.  Rev. Jill, Carol, and the rest of the Connections Team have lovingly 
“corralled” our Newcomers to welcome them and introduce them to UU. Our Newcomers have intrepidly 
invested their curiosity and time with us to learn about HUUC and consider taking that leap into membership.  
 
It seems fitting that Rev. Jill and the Worship Team have chosen “Hope” as the theme for the coming weeks. I 
can’t wait to experience these services that transition us into the winter months. And I 
look forward to putting that feeling into our work on the board. We’ve got some 
reflective work ahead of us as we review dated policies and job descriptions and work 
with Jill to devise some long-range planning. 
 
“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul – and sings the tunes without 
the words – and never stops at all.” (Emily Dickinson) 
 
Yours in service, 
Paige 
paigeob21@gmail.com 
 
The HUUC Board: Tom Daniells, Steve Farough, Kirsti Gamage, Stacie Green, Leslie Neville, Paige O’Brien 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We currently have 3 very important volunteer 
positions that need to be filled immediately: 
 

Fellowship Hour Coordinator 
Website Content Manager 
Button Maker 
 

Please contact Paige O’Brien, 
paigeob21@gmail.com, to find out more about any of 
these essential roles. 

Monthly Collection for Loaves and Fishes 

The first Sunday of every month, our church donates 
food and other necessities to Loaves and Fishes food 
pantry in Devens. In recent years, we have focused our 
donations on one type of most needed item per month. 
 
For Sunday, December 3, please bring in any food item 
for the holidays. If you have other items you would 
like to donate, Loaves and Fishes will gratefully accept 
those as well. Every donation finds a home and your 
thoughtfulness is very much appreciated. Please place 
your donations in the designated baskets in the 
church’s foyer and we will be sure to get your dona-
tions to Loaves and Fishes in a timely manner. 
 
If you have questions, please contact Daniel Payne at 
dre@uuharvard.org. 

mailto:paigeob21@gmail.com
mailto:paigeob21@gmail.com
mailto:dre@uuharvard.org
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Here we hold ourselves responsible for the religious education of our children and ourselves, to 
carry out our mission, and to support our church. …  

The Gift of our Principles 
 
During the first block of Religious Education this church year 
(September through early October), Donnalisa Johnson and Helen Hill, 
with the help of Kate Stamm, worked with the Cosmix kids (4th-5th 
graders) on the creation of a 7 Principles Banner. The banner was 
presented to the congregation during the worship service of November 
19. I was blown away by the beauty and imagery of the banner, and am 
pleased that this wonderful offering by our teachers and kids now hangs 
in the sanctuary. 
 
This banner reminds me of the essence of our liberal faith. We are a 
principled people, but not a creedal or dogmatic people. Our principles 
were also weaved into the worship service on November 19, as the 
congregation walked from "gratitude station" to "gratitude station," 
writing down things, people, sounds, sights, smells, etc that they are 
grateful for. One of those stations asked participants which of the 7 
principles they are most grateful for. I saw each of the principles 
repeated, but it seemed like the 1st and the 7th were repeated more than 
others: "the inherent worth or every person" and "the interdependent web 
of which we are all part."  
 
That the other 5 principles are couched between these two seems 

appropriate to me. for without a foundation of inherent personal dignity and a recognition of our interdependence, 
nothing else really works. When I look at the banner our Cosmix kids created, I am thankful that we are giving the gift 
of these principles to our children. Even if they (and we) cannot repeat each principle word for word, it is my hope that 
each of us internalize and live the principles in our daily lives. If that happens, I truly believe we can create a better 
world, step by step. 
 
   -Daniel PayneDirector of Religious Educationdre@uuharvard.org 
 
 
Call for RE Teachers! 
Hello, all. We have a need for teachers and assistants for block 4 (January 14 - February 18) for three age groups: 
Butterfly Garden (prek-1st), Rock Garden (2nd-3rd) and Cosmix (4th-5th). We're set for the rest of the year. If you can 
help with these groups at these times, please email Daniel at dre@uuharvard.org. 
 
 

 
Harvard Humanists 
Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church hosts a discussion group for people who 
value free-thought and consider themselves a humanist of any stripe. Meetings are 
the last Sunday of each month, 1:30 – 3:00 pm in the church sanctuary. An 
exception is the combination November/December meeting, which will be 
December 3. For more information, contact Daniel at dre@uuharvard.org.  
 

 
Social Justice Movie Nights 
There will be no movie night in November or December due to holidays. We will resume in January. If you would like 
to host a movie night (including discussion following the screening), Please contact Daniel at dre@uuharvard.org. 

mailto:dre@uuharvard.org
mailto:dre@uuharvard.org
mailto:dre@uuharvard.org
mailto:dre@uuharvard.org
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Here we support individual and collective service to the community …  

While participating in the November 19 
service, in which congregants were 
invited to actively participate in the theme of “Saying 
Thanks,” I was reminded of how thankful I am to be 
part of the HUUC community. And one of the most 
wonderful benefits of being part of that community 
are the many opportunities it provides for Connection 
- both with one another and with the wider 
community. As a member of the Connections Team, I 
have found that one of the best ways to Connect 
with my fellow HUUCs is by being a Greeter or 
Usher at Sunday service. If you are looking for  a 
fun and easy way to Connect with HUUC friends old 
and new, volunteering as a Greeter or Usher will 
bring you those Connections in the form of a morning 
of warm handshakes and hellos.  
 
So next time you are thinking about how to Connect 
within our community, take a moment to visit the 
church website, where there are links to sign up to 
be an Usher or Greeter. Or, if you find yourself 
inspired when attending service, add your name to 
the signup sheets found on the Connections Table 
in the back of the Sanctuary.   
 
Again, many thanks to Britt, Daniel, and Rev. Jill for 
getting us up on our feet at the November 19 service 
to give thanks - and for reminding me of the rewards 
of Connection. 
 
Warmly, 
Sarah Graffam and The Connections Team (Carol 
MacFarlane, Cary Browse, Mary Krause, Imre Toth, 
Susan Wildman, and Lynne Wood) 

Connections Corner 
Our Thoughts Are With …  
 
Kendalls: daughter Jamie and boyfriend are engaged 
and moving to Boston area. Also thanks for flowers 
when David’s mother died. 
 
MacFarlane: received flowers announcing that her 
son and daughter-in-law will have a daughter in 
February. 
 
Jen Manell: weekend with high school friend and 
attended wedding of a mutual friend. Also youngest 
daughter’s 2nd birthday. 
 
Carol Barnes: wishes safety for niece in California. 
 
Britt Argow: lost a pet cat after 17 years. Her 
mother’s house in Florida damaged. 
 
SusanMary Redinger: has friends in Santa Rosa. She 
used to live and work there, all of which is gone in 
fires. 
 
Honoring the Veterans. 
 
Honoring the people in Texas after the shooting in 
the church there. 
 
Kerry Alexander’s sister, going into Palliative care 
after fighting Leukemia for a year and a half. 
 
Glenn Alexander’s father, going into Hospice care. 
 
Ruth Solomon, remembering Marc Thompson, who 
recently died in his sleep. Keep Lisa and Sophia (his 
wife and daughter) in our hearts. 
 
Patty Ruze, joy, went to Chicago and reunited with 
best friends, singing praises of childhood friends. 

 

Weekly Seven-Path Chakra Meditation 
 
We will be using tones and mantras to balance and 
heal the seven primary chakra centers. This group will 
meet every Thursday from 7:00 – 8:00 pm, in Suther-
land Hall. It is open to the public. Be sure to wear 
loose clothing, and bring your own meditation or yoga 
mat if you have one. The sessions are free of charge, 
but a donation of any amount will be accepted. For 
more information, contact Daniel 
at dre@uuharvard.org.  

mailto:dre@uuharvard.org
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Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences …  

December Birthday 
Wishes Go to ... 
 
 
Thomas Aciukewicz 
Donnalisa Johnson    
David Newsham    
Paige O'Brien    
 
 
If you missed the opportunity to give us your 
birthday month please contact the church office: 
978-456-8752, or admin@uuharvard.org 

From the Admin Office 
 
Belfry deadlines: 12/19, 1/16, 2/20, 3/20, 4/17, 5/15, 
6/26 (June is late because I will be out of the office the 
week of 6/18). 
 
If you have updates to your  address, phone, email, or 
you want to change the way you receive church 
communication, please let me know. There may 
simply have been an error.  
 
We currently have a weekly email blast, weekly 
electronic Chalice Chat, monthly paper and/or 
electronic Belfry newsletter. If you are not receiving 
electronic, weekly updates and want to be added to 
the list, please email Elinor at the address below. 
 
If you want a simple, updated Church Directory, 
please send me an email and I will send you the pdf 
file, or I can print a paper copy for you.  To be listed in 
the Directory, please let me know. 
 
Link to communications guidelines: 
 https://uuharvard.org/communications-guidelines/ 
 
-Elinor Stapleton admin@uuharvard.org,   

Name badges with ribbons available! 
 
Are you tired of poking holes in your best shirts, 
sweaters, and dresses?  Now you can opt for a name 
badge with a ribbon.  Ribbons will be available on 
the Connections Table. Rainbow, polka dots, or plain 
ribbons in a vast variety of colors.  You can either pin 
the badge onto the ribbon, OR if that doesn’t work 
well, you can request a new button 
(buttons@uuharvard.org) with a clip backing.  Then 
you simply clip the ribbon onto the badge.  No more 
holes in your favorite outfits! 
 
 -Carol MacFarlane 

Time to make the Boxwoods! 
 
Come learn how to make Boxwood 
trees and centerpieces. The Women's 
Alliance will have two Boxwood tree 
workshops in December. On Tuesday 
December 5, we'll meet at 6:30 P.M. 
in the Van Wormer room at the 
Fellowship Building for a potluck dinner. Then at 
7:30, we'll cut up boxwood, and assemble ornaments 
(bring small yard clippers if possible.) Then on Friday, 
December 8, at 10 A.M., we'll assemble the trees in 
the Fellowship Hall kitchen. You'll have fun helping 
with a major fundraiser for the church. We hope to see 
you there.  
 
 Questions? call Alice Rennie 978-634-1717. 

Silent Sit - Wednesday Meditation  
 
Join us, every Wednesday from 7:00-8:00 pm in the 
Charlanne Van Wormer room of the Fellowship 
Building for a silent meditation period. We open with 
a reading of Buddhist wisdom, poetry, or whatever 
the evening’s leader thinks appropriate. We then sit 
for 20 or 25 minutes, followed by about 10 minutes of 
walking meditation, and finish with 10 more minutes 
sitting. We then typically finish with another short 
reading. All are welcome. Bring your own mat/
cushion/whatever you use, or use one of ours. If you 
prefer a chair, we have those as well. 
 
For more information email David at davidpken-
dall@gmail.com, or Pam at pwfrederick@gmail.com. 

mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
https://uuharvard.org/communications-guidelines/
mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
mailto:buttons@uuharvard.org
tel:(978)%20634-1717
mailto:davidpkendall@gmail.com
mailto:davidpkendall@gmail.com
mailto:pwfrederick@gmail.com
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December calendar here for paper version. 
 
Electronic version: see weekly calendar included as 
pdf. 
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Sharing Our Plate 
 
Each month, half of the contributions in the collection 
plate, other than those specified for pledges, go to a  
 
November 12th, 19th and 26th– Household Goods 
Recycling of Massachusetts, Inc. (HGRM) 
 
Household Goods provides a full range of donated 
furniture and household items, free of charge, to help 
people in need make a home.  Household Goods has 
served over 35,000 individuals and families since its 
inception in 1999, always mindful of maintaining an 
environment of dignity and respect for each and 
everyone involved. The people served by Household 
Goods have at least one thing in common — they need 
help during a difficult time.  They might be: recently 
homeless, veterans, fleeing domestic violence, 
children, youth or elderly, living with a disability or 
illness, victims of a fire or trying to get by on 
minimum wage.  If you would like to write a check 
that will go to HGRM directly, please make it out to 
Household Goods, Inc. 
 
Loaves and Fishes Loa Loaves & Fishes’ mission is to provide 

December – Our Father’s House 
Our Father’s House is a non-profit agency providing 

shelter and related services to homeless men and 

women, with facilities in Fitchburg and Devens.  Its 

programs encourage and assist each guest to become 

self-sufficient by offering client advocacy, assistance 

in searching for housing and employment, crisis 

counseling, and referral to community resources.  

Transitions at Devens, is managed by Our Father’s 

House and provides transitional housing services for 

homeless mothers and their children.  Other Our 

Father’s House programs include an emergency shelter 

for men, a transitional shelter for women as well as 

transitional housing for chemically addicted homeless 

men and women who have at least thirty days of 

sobriety.  Please make your checks out directly to Our 

Father’s House. 

Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, and all their sorrows and joys …  

 
Handel’s 
Messiah 
Sunday 

December 17, 
4:30 p.m. in our 

sanctuary 
 

The 53d Annual 
Sing In 

 
 
 
 

The Harvard Unitarian Universalist Music 
Committee presents the  

Anne Marie Arnold Memorial Messiah Sing 
 
 

Join singers from Harvard Pro Musica and the greater 
community to sing (or listen to) this great work. 
Directed by Ted Johnson, with professional soloists, 
orchestra, including harpsichord, tympani and organ. 
Participating in this ritual is an amazing jump into the 
Christmas spirit! 
     
   -Eleanor Toth 

 

Our Thanks Go To  …  
 
Cary Browse, Pam Frederick and Barbara Kemp, for 
help folding Orders of Service and the Belfry. 
 
Joe Dzekevich, for fixing a light fixture in the 
sanctuary. 
 
Charles, Allie and Maggie Redinger for helping put 
all the chairs away after the recent memorial service. 
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Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, and all their sorrows and joys …  

MUSIC NOTES 
 

Musicians: 
November 26- Pick-up Choir 
Dec. 3- Music Sunday with choir and 
brass quartet- Pinkham Christmas Cantata 
Dec. 10- Chimers and John Chapman 
Dec. 17- Jr. and Sr. Choirs 
Dec. 24- Sr. Choir 
Dec. 31- Marsha Martin 
 
Jr. Choir: 
I was pleased with how well you sang out at the 
Thanksgiving service! Please continue to listen to the 
Solstice song on your CD. We’ll meet at the church at 
9:15 a.m., in the Belfry, on Dec. 17, to run through our 
song with Wyatt on flute before we rehearse with Ted 
at 9:30. We will wear robes that day. 
 
Chimers: 
We’re scratching the planned rehearsal this Sunday, 
Nov. 26th, but will meet on Sunday, Dec. 3, to polish 
songs for the service on Dec. 10. On Dec. 10, please be 
ready to warm up at 8:45 a.m. It’s wonderful that we 
have subs who can perform with us! 
 
Sr. Choir: 
Spread the word that Sunday, Nov. 26th is a pickup 
choir. Anyone who would like to sing for the service is 
welcome! We should meet in the sanctuary at 8:45 
a.m. 
 Thursday, Nov.30th will be a wrap up 
rehearsal for the Pinkham Christmas Cantata. 
Saturday, Dec. 2, from 10:30-12:30 a.m. will be a 
“dress rehearsal “ with the brass quartet and organ. 
Thursdays Dec. 14 and 21 will be rehearsals for the 
Solstice service and Christmas Eve services. 
 
Note: The Messiah Sing will be Sunday, Dec. 17 at 
4:30 p.m. 
   -Eleanor Toth 

What’s Coming Up, Church Events 
 
Sunday November 26 

 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 Household Goods: A Spirit-Filled Organization 

 Barbara Smith 

Tuesday November 28 

 10-4 Bargains in the Belfry open 

Wednesday November 29 

 7:00 p.m. Social Justice Ministries Council 

Sunday December 3 

 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 Music Sunday “Daniel Pinkham’s Christmas 

 Cantata” and “Hope” by Rev. Jill Cowie 

 11:30-12:30 Bargains in the Belfry open 

 1:30-3:00 p.m. Harvard Humanists 

Monday December 4 

 7:30 p.m. Connections 

Tuesday December 5 

 10-4 Bargains open 

 6:30 Alliance 

Wednesday December 6 

 6:30 p.m. Caring 

Friday December 8 

 10:00 a.m. Alliance 

Sunday December 10 

 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 “Families of the Heart”  Rev. Jill Cowie 

Tuesday December 12 

 10-4 Bargains in the Belfry open 

Thursday December 14 

 7:00 p.m. Board meeting 

Sunday  December 17 

 10:00 a.m. Solstice Service 

 11:30-12:30 Bargains in the Belfry open 

 4:30 p.m. Messiah Sing 

Tuesday December 19 Belfry Deadline 

Bargains Consignment Shop Opens for Fall Season 
 
Bargains in the Belfry, our own special consignment 
shop resells lightly-used clothing. The shop will be 
open each Tuesday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm and the first 
and third Sundays 11:30-12:30. Bargains is located in 
the 'Belfry'. Entrance is through the side door, near 
the front door of the church.  Proceeds from the Shop 
benefit the church and the community. Contact 
Dorothy Solbrig at 978-772-9245, for more 
information about Bargains in the Belfry. 

tel:(978)%20772-9245
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Rev. Jill Cowie   Minister  
Daniel Payne   Director of Religious Education & Outreach Coordinator 
Ted Johnson   Music Director 
Elinor Stapleton   Parish Administrator 
Lori Daniells   Bookkeeper 

Admin Office Hours September—June 
Monday 9-Noon 
Tuesday 10-3 
Wednesday Noon-3 
Thursday 10-3 
Friday 9-noon 
978-456-8752 -Elinor Stapleton 
admin@uuharvard.org 

Daniel Payne, Director of Religious 
Education and Communications Coordinator 
 
Office Hours  Tuesdays 12:00 –4:00, and 
Thursdays 1:00–5:00, subject to change. 
 
Please call 978-201-1545, or email 
dre@uuharvard.org 
 -Daniel Payne 

Rev. Jill is available by appointment: 
 

§ Alternate Mondays & Tuesdays 
§ All Wednesdays & Thursdays 

 
Please call her office 978-456-9021 or mobile 617-697-0922. Email minister@uuharvard.org 

mailto:admin@uuharvard.org
mailto:dff@uuharvard.org
file:///C:/Users/Parish%20Assistant/Google%20Drive%202/Parish%20Assistant/01Elinor/OOS/covers/minister@uuharvard.org

