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Recently, I was talking to a someone about our church, and
she said “we create sanctuary for all the generations.” Her
words brought to mind what Jewish Scholar Elie Wiesel once
said about a sanctuary. A sanctuary, he said, “is a human being, a dream. And that is why you are here, and that is why I
am here. We are here because of one another. We are in truth
each other’s shelter.”
Creating sanctuary is what “REACHING IN REACHING OUT,”
means to me. A place that invites radical intimacy and inclusion that extends this sheltering promise to everyone. A place
in which we cultivate a rich inner life that engages our passion
and makes visible our gifts. A place in which we embody compassionate choices in our interactions in our world, with nature
and with ourselves. A place we find within each of us and
among us. This is what it is to be human, says Elie, but it’s
also a dream. As a WWII death camp survivor, he knew how
readily human beings can disengage.
This year, as stewards, we are claiming this dream of radical
engagement as our own. Our energy and passion is palpable. I
want to know, what does this dream look like for you?

Did You Know?
• Each year, HUUC needs to raise about 70% of our operating
budget from our members and friends.
• Your pledge made now can be fulfilled over the course of the
2018 calendar year.
• By fulfilling your pledge monthly, you help the treasurer keep
balance in the books!

• Our 2018 goal is $225,000 or about $10,000 more than
last year, allowing us to continue to support our staff and
to keep reaching in and reaching out this year and beyond.
Can you help us reach this goal by increasing your
pledge by 3%? 5%? 10% or more? Please refer to the
UUA Giving Guide in making your pledge decision.

Thank you!!

Our Accomplishments in the Past Year
Last year, during our 2017 Stewardship Drive, you were asked to
stretch, to reach for the next quartile, and you did! Over 70% of you
increased your pledges by 10% or more.
Wow! Our total pledge income increased by $40,727, or 23% over
the amount pledged in 2016. What a tremendous show of financial
commitment to our church! Some of the major accomplishments of
the last year include:
•

The Ministerial Search Committee was successful, and we
have welcomed our newly settled minister, Rev Jill Cowie.

•

The Board was able to place another hat on RE director
Daniel Payne as Outreach Coordinator.

•

Our staff received a cost of living raise of 2%.

Our Goals for the New Year
Over the next year, we want to build on our success of last year,
by Reaching In and strengthening the relationships and spiritual
connections we share among ourselves and by Reaching Out and
connecting HUUC to the larger community. We are lucky that we
have both Rev Jill and Daniel, and so many active members who
are committed to this goal!
Please review this brochure, the UUA Giving Guide, and the other
materials provided in your packet, then carefully consider what the
church means to you and how you can show your support for
HUUC for 2018.

At HUUC we reach inward, nurturing ourselves through inspirational Sunday worship services, world class music, sharing
of our personal joys and sorrows, meditation sessions, and
deepening our connections with one another. We strengthen
our church community through our support and caring, our
potluck dinners, and our vibrant education programs. Lay-led
groups, classes, and workshops allow us to inspire each other.

Here are some additional ways we are
Reaching In this year:
• Chakra Mediation
• Harvard Humanists Discussion Group
• Tending the Flame, UU Parenting Book Group
• Sacred Space Team/Labyrinth Project
• Weaving the Stories of our Life Journey
• Pathway to Membership Classes

At HUUC we also reach outward, challenging ourselves to nurture the surrounding world and to always stand on the side of
love. We do this through of the work of our Social Justice Ministries Council, the Pancake Breakfast and monthly food collection to benefit Loaves and Fishes, Sharing our Plate, plus
our Youth Group and member involvement with CityReach,
Walk for Hunger, and the UU YouthCon.

Here are some additional ways we are
Reaching Out this year:
• Annual Chili Cook-Off
• Anti-Racism Workshop
• Monthly Social Justice Films
• Hurricane Relief Bake Sales
• Passages Refuge Experience

