
         October 24, 2016 
 
 
 
 
Dear Harvard UU Church Members and Friends,  
 
Like many of you, Lori and I and our children Lexie and Austin have cherished our time at HUUC.   
Our memories are so plentiful.  Lexie and Austin going through the religious education program 
learning to appreciate our UU values and putting them in to practice with City Reach and the 
Walk for Hunger.   Also, participating in the all-important OWL program and the Senior High 
Youth Group service just to name a few learning opportunities that have shaped our children’s 
perspectives and values.  For Lori and me, we have great memories of the many Church 
auctions, the fun and varied social activities that resulted; from fondue night at the Kendall’s to 
hunting for mushrooms with George and Karen Davis.   They are shared with all of you, our 
church community.   
 
Our ongoing cottage meetings and Ministerial Search Church Survey have provided your 
feedback about what is important to each of you.  Our wonderful Church Community is often 
cited as one of the most important aspects of our shared lives together.  Supporting each other 
as we learn and grow, laughing together at one of Mark’s silly songs, or holding hands at the 
end of our church service.  This is who we are.   This is what makes HUUC a very special place to 
be.   The memories that have been created and the memories that will be made in the future to 
come represent the lives that we share together.  We are very fortunate to have each other and 
a church structure that allows us to grow and develop our beliefs.   
 
So much is going on in the world today that having a community to try to make sense of it all 
and to be grounded is so important.  Personally speaking, our church’s spiritual leaders provide 
guidance for me to keep me moving in a positive direction.  As an example, Reverend Mark had 
a letter to the editor in the Harvard Press last week saying, “It is important to take a stand for 
what we believe is right but at the same time be suspicious of overconfidence and of 
accusations that the other side is purely evil.” These are words that I need to hear.  Rev. Mark 
keeps me grounded.   Our church is a growing and nurturing place.  
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Much has been communicated so far about our Fall Stewardship and its importance in Funding 
our UU Hopes and Needs.   This letter is not going to get in to all of the detail of what we need 
from all of you.  Others will appeal to that.  This letter is from my heart.  Asking you to think 
about what HUUC means to you, the memories that you have created here and your hopes for 
our future together.  As Board President, I am asking you to participate generously this year 
with a contribution that supports the work that we are doing and will be doing with our new 
called Minister and with each other.   
 
We are very confident that we will have a successful canvass this year enabling the Board to 
provide our Ministerial Search Committee with a competitive salary structure to offer our new 
called minister.    We thank you very much for your generosity.   
 
This is what our church is about, a place to create memories, a place to help us understand the 
world, a place to laugh, a place to challenge ourselves and a place to love.   
 
 
Warmest regards,  
Tom Daniells 
HUUC Board President 
 
 
 

 


