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Love is the spirit of our church, where …
...we gather to worship...
...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all...
January 20, 2013
10:00 a.m.
A Multi-generational Worship Service celebrating
the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
January 27, 2013
10:00 a.m.
“Spiritual Practices to Help Us through Hard
Times”
February 3, 2013
10:00 a.m.
“A Pebble In My Shoe”
Melinda Green, DRE
Universalist minister Brother Charles Spear was an
early opponent of Capital Punishment. In the 1840s,
Spear began what would be a 20+ year prison
ministry of visiting prisons in Massachusetts, New
England, and beyond. He became an advocate for the
rights of the incarcerated and released prisoners and
their families. Melinda will share stories about
Charles Spear's work in the 19th century, and her
own experience with prison ministry in the 21st
century.
February 10, 2013
10:00 a.m.
“Do Good Fences Make Good Neighbors? A
Reflection on Radical Hospitality”
February 17, 2013
10:00 a.m.
“Healthy Spiritual Communities”

Partakers Service Addendum
The Ruth Partakers team- Julie Anne Medjanis, Jane
Gronholm, Ellen Iorio, Sharon Briggs, Karen Davis,
and Eleanor Toth, were pleased to be able to share our
experience with you this past Sunday. We didn’t vocalize during the service that we would welcome any
of you to join us on a visit to Ruth if you are interested. The cover of our Order of Service showed Tom
Daniells with Julie Anne, Ruth, and her dog Chopper,
the day that he accompanied Julie Anne. We usually
visit in teams of two every other Thursday from
5:00 p.m. until after 7:00 p.m. Sometimes we go for a
2:00 p.m. visit on Thursday. If you would like to peak
behind bars and meet our friend Ruth, be in touch
with any one of us. You might even be inspired to
form a new Partakers group to support a different deserving woman as she works to get a college degree.
-Eleanor Toth
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values …
“From the Hearth”
Meister Eckhart was a Catholic monk, scholar, and mystic who lived during the end of the 13th century and
the beginning of the 14th. He saw God in the stuff of earth, in real life, in every moment. Recently, I came
again upon one of his poems, as translated by Daniel Ladinsky. It is titled, simply, “Love Does That.”
All day long a little burro labors, sometimes
with heavy loads on her back and sometimes just with worries
about things that bother only
burros.
And worries, as we know, can be more exhausting
than physical labor.
Once in a while a kind monk comes
to her stable and brings
a pear, but more
than that,
he looks into the burro’s eyes and touches her ears
and for a few seconds the burro is free
and even seems to laugh,
because love does
that.
Love frees.
Often in our lives we are faced with situations that leave us wishing we could do more to help others. Loving
is doing, as our children have been learning this year. But no one of us ever has to do it all. We only have to
do what we can do, no matter how small or insignificant our contributions seem. As Mother Theresa taught,
“Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love.”
Twentieth-century Jesuit Alfred Delp once wrote, “If through one man’s life there is a little more love and
kindness, a little more light and truth in the world, then he will not have lived in vain.”
So may we live! So may we love!
In hope, in faith, and in love,
Rev. Wendy
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Creating a Musical Feast for the Spirit!
Seeking HUUC singer-songwriters, composers, lyricists of all ages and
styles for a locally-grown music worship service in March! Locallygrown food is just one source of spiritual nourishment in our lives.
While the earth lies dormant in restorative rest, we seek to feed our
spirits with music grown in the richness of our own creative soil. If you
compose music and/or write lyrics, we want to celebrate and share the
bounty of your as part of a special worship service on March 3, 2013.
Music has the ability to touch and transform our spiritual selves. Any/all
composers and lyricists are encouraged to contact Eleanor Toth or
Melinda Green. Thank you!

Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values …
Report from the Board
Board’s Objectives for the Year
Under the church’s governing by-laws the Board is required to define its specific governance objectives for
the year and end the year by reporting to the Congregation its progress toward these objectives.
The objectives we have set for ourselves this year are as follows:
1) Financial Strategy Task Force
Create, appoint members, and determine the charge to a Financial Strategy Task Force. The charge of
the Task Force is to assess the current and recent state of the Church's finances, including persistent
shortfalls in the annual operating budget over the past several years, and present a report of
its findings to the Board. The Task Force will also propose options for improving the
Church's financial position in the short, intermediate and long term. As the Board considers vision and
strategic planning for the Church, the information provided by the Financial Strategy Task Force will
assist the board and congregation in making informed decisions about the future of the Church.
2) Committee Charters
It has been nearly ten years since there has been a thorough review and documentation of the roles of
the major church committees and, in particular, each committee’s role with respect to the Board, the
staff, and the Congregation. Our starting point is to work with four committees: Buildings & Grounds,
Membership/Welcoming, Caring and Social Action. This is not about the Board telling the
committees what to do, but rather our objective is to more fully understand what we should be
expecting of one another as different, but critical parts of a largely volunteer organization. To ensure
the smooth functioning of our organization, we believe this idea of roles and boundaries is worth fully
exploring, and subsequently documenting our mutual understandings.
3) All Leadership Meetings
About three times a year a meeting is called of the chairs of each of the various committees.
Traditionally this meeting has been chaired by the Vice President. But what, beyond information
sharing, is the purpose of this meeting? Our objective is to create a description of the role and purpose
of the All Leadership Meetings to assure there is common understanding and expectations among the
lay leadership.
4) Envisioning Our Future—Getting Unstuck
Despite many years, even decades, of attempts, the congregation and its leadership have yet to
articulate a vision of the church’s immediate and mid-range future that is specific enough to guide
programmatic and financial direction and decisions. Our objectives: to understand why our past
processes have ultimately proved inadequate in this regard and to determine a course of action that will
allow the Board and the church to better plan and move forward effectively and with confidence.
As a Board, we look forward to working on these items and keeping you apprised of our progress along the
way.
-Rick High, President, rhigh@charter.net
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Children and Youth Programming News
Anybody Can Serve
Last Sunday, while the church school children were
setting up the “Dogstravaganza” fundraising event in
the FB entry, 13 middle school youth were planning
for the Indoor Yard Sale, to follow through on their
commitment to raise an annual total of $600 to
support two high school students in Cambodia.
Adults engaged in the Partakers ministry program
reflected on their experiences in the sanctuary, and
choir members sang. Another team of adults pulled
warm dishes out of the ovens in the FB kitchen for
the pot luck lunch. Others opened their hearts and
wallets to buy items or make cash donations for
America’s VetDogs program, and/or gave during the
offering to support the Partakers program. While all
this was going on in Harvard, seven Senior High
youth (and one SHYG alum) and their four adult
companions, were wrapping up their Hurricane
Sandy relief trip. And one woman sat in the church
foyer with a dog who had brought herself to church
without human companionship until the dog was
retrieved by Animal Control (and reunited with her
family).
And that’s just an accounting of the things I was
aware of, on a single Sunday morning at HUUC. I
am sure there were others!
The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., said: "Everybody
can be great... because anybody can serve." And it’s
been my experience and observation that serving
makes a person feel great, too! In the next few
weeks, our children will encounter stories of other
kids who have done great service, and put their own
hands to the assembly of hygiene boxes for people in
need in our greater community. The Middle and
High School youth will reflect on their service
activities, and plan for future service projects.
From the youngest to the oldest among us, may this
continue to be a community growing in greatness
through the many ways we serve.
From our Church School Children:
Thank you so much for supporting our
“Dogstravaganza” fundraising sale! Your generosity
means we will be sending $137 to America’s
VetDogs program, in honor of Ruth and Chopper.
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We had a great time making and selling dog treats
and toys, and we are grateful for your support and
donations!
From our Middle School Youth:
The Harvard Middle School Youth Group is working
toward sponsoring two Cambodian high school
students. By sponsoring these students, we are giving
them reliable teachers, and usable textbooks, along
with an improved education. We are hosting a table
at the church yard sale on January 26th, from 10:00
to 2:00pm. We will be selling used books, DVD’S,
CD’s, board games and video games. We would
appreciate it if you donate your used books
(especially children’s books) and media items. You
can bring them to church at our next service on 1/20;
we will gratefully collect them from you. Help us
give the Cambodian students a second chance at
education and at life.
Note: Melinda Green will also accept donations for
the Middle School Youth group yard sale table
during the week by arrangement. Please email me to
arrange a time! -- Thank you.
Looking Ahead:
The RE program will be soliciting donations for
hygiene boxes in the next few weeks. Please check
upcoming Chalice Chats for more information.
RE and Youth Group Volunteers: Please save
February 10, 2013!
Following the Hungarian Brunch, RE and Youth
Group volunteers are encouraged to attend the
Volunteer Enrichment Gathering! In lieu of formal
Teacher Training, please join us for an experiential
gathering dedicated to enriching your volunteer
experience! Reflect on teaching as a spiritual
experience that encompasses more than the week’s
lesson plan! Consider inclusion as a spiritual
practice! Discover strategies for serving the variety
of learning styles to keep children and youth
engaged! Build connections with other volunteers
through sharing stories of your questions, challenges,
and triumphs! More details to come, but please, do
mark your calendars! Childcare will be provided.
-Melinda Green,
Interim DRE
Dre@uuharvard.org

Monthly Bldg Use cal here
For paper coy
E-version: see attached weekly
Bld use cal in pdf format
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Here we support individual and collective service to the larger community...
Social Action Committee Suggests
Winter doldrums got you down?
Drive the blues away and come to
the UU Indoor Yard Sale.
When: Jan. 26, 2013 from 10 am to 2 pm
Where: UU Fellowship Building
If you are interested in selling items and
would like to register for a table, there's a
link to the registration form on the Church
website. Act quickly--there are only 25 tables
available.
Don't forget to join us at this fun event!

Save Your Donelan's Stickers!
The Glean Team is coordinating an effort to collect
Donelan's Supermarket stickers for Transitions at
Devens, a transitional shelter for women and their
children. The women of Transitions can exchange
stickers for Cuisinart appliances such as coffee makers and blenders and will use them to outfit their
kitchens with what they need most. If there are
enough stickers, they will be used to make purchases
for families who are moving out of Transitions and
into their own homes. If you would like to donate
the stickers you receive from shopping at Donelan's,
there is a red envelope next to the mailboxes by the
back offices of the church. This promotion runs
through Feb 28th. Thanks for participating
and happy collecting!

UU Buddhist Fellowship Convocation 2013 with
Tara Brach April 5-7, 2013
The Unitarian Universalist Buddhist Fellowship
Convocation 2013 will be held on April 5-7, 2013 at
Pearlstone Conference and Retreat Center, 5425 Mt.
Gilead Road, Reisterstown, MD 21136. Our featured speaker for this event is the Buddhist mindfulness meditation teacher Tara Brach (for more information about her: http://www.tarabrach.com). To
learn more and find registration information: http://
www25.uua.org/uubf/Convo2013-flyer-web.pdf
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Did You Know?
Did you know that it takes 8,000 poundsof food
every week to help feed our neighbors in need? An
astounding number to be sure but that is how much
food is distributed to Loaves and Fishes clients each
and every week. And despite the growing number of
clients in need, Loaves and Fishes somehow
manages to never turn anyone away. For Sunday,
February 3rd, please check your kitchen pantries,
cabinets and closets and see if there is anything you
might be able to donate. Every can of soup, box of
pasta and jar of peanut butter helps. You may leave
your donation in one of the Loaves and Fishes
baskets in the foyer of the sanctuary. Questions?
Contact Risa Goldman at .risajan@aol.com
Concert at the Common In our sanctuary
Sunday, February 10, 2012 4 p.m. Tre Corda
Tim Ray, pianist, Greg Hopkins on trumpet, cornet
and flugelhorn, and cellist Eugene Frisen definitely
vibrate freely, as their name Tre Corda” suggests.
Whether reinventing jazz standards, breathing fresh
life into classical repertoire, or premiering their own
original works, the trio generates a compelling
sound. Their biographies list entertainers with whom
they have collaborated as a “Who’s Who” in the music world of many genres. Like Bonnie Raitt, Aretha
Franklin, Buddy Rich, Frank Sinatra, Dave Brubeck,
Paul Winter, to spot a few. Don’t miss this eclectic
group! Adults: $25; Seniors (65+)$20; Students (18
and under): $15
This concert is supported in part by a grant
from the Harvard Cultural council, a local agency
that is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural council, a state agency. Tickets available from Pat White
or Eleanor Toth 978-779-2876 or eltoth@verizon.net
Newcomers Tea: January 27
Our annual (almost) Newcomers Tea
will be on Sunday, Jan. 27 immediately following the worship service.
Please join with us in meeting fellow
newcomers, other been-coming-forawhile-ers, and some thoughtful, gentle souls who’ve
been around for decades. Hosted by Rev. Wendy and
the Welcome Team. Please RSVP to Deborah Levering at 978- 456-1299. Deborah Levering, Welcome
Team
deborah.levering@gmail.com, 456-1299

Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences …
And here we respect the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.
Sharing Our Plate February: Partner Church
February’s Sunday Sharing Our Plate collection will
be donated to Partner Church. Please make checks
payable to HUUC with “Partner Church Council” in
the memo line.
In far off Andrasfalva, Romania, Harvard
has a partner church. The partner church association
was originally started in 1920 after World War I, but
World War II and the Cold War aborted it until 1989
the brutal dictator, Ceaucescu, was assassinated. Our
partner church building in Andrasfalva was started in
‘95 and dedicated in ‘99. The building is shared with
the Calvinists of the town. Unitarian services are
held there one week out of four. The people of the
Transylvanian plateau are mainly farmers, cowherds,
and shepherds with an occasional teacher, charcoal
maker, museum director, and minister included.
There is no great wealth there but they valiantly
struggle to keep their churches going.
Our partner church relationship is now 22
years old - the Magyarandrásfalva church was built
with our help. Our donations will help them make
needed repairs and maintenance to keep their house
of worship a welcoming place.
The members of the Social Action committee are
Georgia Sassen, Dave Andrew, Janice Goodell, Chris
Ready, and Pat Westwater-Jong. We meet monthly
and are actively seeking new members to help in organizing and sponsoring new programs. Please contact any member for more information.

Loaves and Fishes Thanks You!
Thank you so much for donating to the Loaves and
Fishes “Shop for Your Kids Day” event. While the
decision for our church to participate was made at
the eleventh hour, you came through with 37
wonderful gifts that included sports equipment,
puzzles, crafts, building toys, trucks and even an
Easy-Bake Oven! You also donated 43 brand new
children’s books. Your donations helped close to
200 parents choose gifts for free from thousands of
wonderful presents for their almost 400 children.
More families are receiving services from Loaves
and Fishes than ever before and without this
program, many would have had very few presents (if
any at all) under their Christmas trees. Thankfully,
our community is incredibly generous and no one
had to be turned away. On behalf of Loaves and
Fishes and their clients -- thank you, thank you,
thank you!

Donate Your Jewelry and Other Accessories to
the Glean Team
The Glean Team is seeking donations of jewelry and
other accessories such as purses, wallets, watches,
scarves and ties to sell at the HUUC indoor yard sale
which will be held on January 26th. The Glean
Team’s mission for the last three years has been to
rescue food, which would otherwise go to waste,
from supermarkets, farms, orchards, and farmer’s
markets and donate that food to food pantries and
soup kitchens. Unfortunately, gleaning comes with
expenses such as purchasing plastic bags for sorting
and storing the bagels we receive from the Harvard
and Acton farmer’s markets, the cost of gas when
driving from our homes to the pick-up locations, then
on to Devens, Clinton or Maynard to deliver the food
and then back home again, and buying bins for transporting the gleaned food. We need your help so we
can continue our mission of rescuing food. If you
would like to make a donation, contact Cary Browse
at cbrowse@earthlink.net and she will collect your
contribution. Our deadline for contributions is
January 20th. Thank you so much!
-Cary, Risa, Lisa and Ellen, Glean Team Co-chairs

From One of Our Neighbors: YOU'RE INVITED! --- Papa Pasta Dinner at the First
Church Hall on the Lancaster Green - Saturday
Night, January 26th Ciao! Please join us for a fun
and delizioso pasta dinner prepared and served by
the men of First Church Lancaster. There will be
more than ten pasta dishes to sample in a tapas-style
setting. Good food, music, friends, romance…
well…you get the picture…
Date: Saturday, January 26, 2013
Time: Special Family Seating – 5:30 to 7:00
Second Seating: 7:30-9:30 PM
Where: Unitarian First Church Hall on the Green in
Lancaster
How to Purchase Tickets: online www.
firstchurchlancasterma.org or at the door. *Seats are
limited. Costs: $10/person, except $5 for kids under
12 and seniors 65+
Proceeds Benefit: Local Families in Need and the
Religious Education Program at the Church. Please
call me if you have questions or wish to purchase
tickets. We look forward to seeing you ---Mangi!!!!
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Here we support and care for one another …
Our Thoughts Are With …
Claudia Jarratt: Joy. It is her daughter in law's 50th
jubilee year.
George Krusen. Joy. His youngest daughter, who
lives in Naples Florida, has become engaged.
Donnalisa Johnson. Joy. Granddaughter fell 13
months ago. Has had to have neuro surgery. Relieved that at age 1 she is standing, walking,
and talking well.
Carol Barnes: Wish and hope. Brother recently had
open heart surgery and is doing well. Shortly after,
his wife Diana developed spinal osteomyelitis and
is now doing okay. Carol wishes for them both to
stay healthy.
Kit Jorrens: Love story. Younger son Mark, age 46,
is engaged.
Betsy Williams: Sorrow. Her mother, Beth Hill, age
93, had a stroke before Christmas. Is in Rivercrest
Nursing Home. Prognosis is extremely uncertain.
Susie Macrae: Joy. Recently put out a call to the congregation for help for Wheat. Expressed joy
about the enormous response
Chris Mohn: Hope that the New Year is gentler for
all of us and for her

February Birthday Wishes Go To:
Aidan
Aciukewicz
Wendy Bell
Jim
Clark
Teddy
Coffin
Ella
Corbett
Sam
Dyer
Erika
Krause
Ann
Mallinson
Gunars Medjanis
Chris
Ready
Hannah Stamm
One January birthday now listed: Michele Girard.
If you missed the opportunity to give us your
birthday month and would like to have it posted in
our Belfry publications, please contact the church
8 office: 978-456-8752, dmin@uuharvard.org

Sunday Help
You can swap dates and sign up from our church
website http://uuharvard.org (click on the link for
Sunday Morning Volunteers).
1/20/2013
Welc & Ann:
Greeters: Sally Steele
Ushers: Julie Anne Medjanis & Brint Ferguson
Chancel:
Hospitality: Sherri & Jim DiReda, Naomi Newell
1/27/2013
Welc & Ann:
Greeters: Susie Macrae & Eric Broadbent
Ushers:
Chancel:
Hospitality: David & Leslie Neville, Kirsti & Chuck
Gamage
2/3/2013
Welc & Ann:
Greeters: Patty Ruze
Ushers: Brint Ferguson
Chancel
Hospitality: SusanMary & Charles Redinger,
Kristine Tomlinson
2/10/2013
Welc & Ann: Rebecca Wright
Greeters: Mary Ellen & Steve Miller
Ushers: Susan & Pete Ginouves
Hospitality: Potluck
Chancel:

Reminders
The deadline for Chalice Chat items and the final
OOS is by 9:30 a.m. Fridays. If you want something special on the cover of the OOS then let me
know a day or two before, I can try to find clip art
or something else.
Next Belfry deadline is Mon. Feb. 18th.
Please turn off lights and lock doors when you leave
our buildings.
Thanks.

Here we celebrate our traditions and our lives, with all their sorrows and joys...
What’s Coming Up, Church Events
Sun. Jan. 20, 2013
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
A Multi-generational Worship Service
celebrating the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.
2:30 p.m. Memorial Service, Robin Yates
Mon. Jan. 21
Office Closed
Sat. Jan. 26
10:00-2:00 Indoor Yard Sale, Fellowship Bldg
Sun. Jan. 27
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
“Spiritual Practices to Help Us through
Hard Times”
Newcomers Tea
Mon. Jan. 28
7:30 p.m. All Leadership Meeting
Sun. Feb. 3
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
“A Pebble In My Shoe”
Melinda Green, DRE
Tue. Feb. 5
6:30 p.m. Alliance Potluck & Program
Dorothy & Otto Solbrig
Argentinian Ponchos
Sun. Feb. 10
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
“Do Good Fences Make Good Neighbors?
A Reflection on Radical Hospitality”
Hungarian Potluck Brunch
4:00 p.m. Concerts at the Common
Sun. Feb. 17
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
“Healthy Spiritual Communities”
Mon. Feb. 18 Belfry Deadline
Regular Church Meetings Sept. - June
Sunday 11:20-11:50 Jr. Choir rehearsal
12:00-1:00 Chimers rehearsal, choir loft
Tuesday 10:00-4:00 Bargains in the Belfry open
First Tue. 6:30 Alliance supper & 7:30 Program
Every other first Wed. Welcome Team, 7:00 p.m.
Second Wed. 7:30-9:30 Board
Fourth Wed. 7:30 p.m. Caring Network
Every other Thu: 7:30-9:30 p.m. Sr. Choir
Second Sundays after worship: All Church Potluck
First Sundays: afternoon prepare meal for WHEAT
First & Third Sundays 11:30-1:00: SHYG
First & Third Sundays 11:00-Noon Bargains open
4th Sunday 11:30-1 pm YLD, Youth Leadership Dvl.

MUSIC NOTES

Musicians
January 27- Claire Rindenello- flute, Glenn Williamsclarinet
February 2- Choir
February 10- Chimers
February 17- Choir
February 24- Matt Myer
Jr. Choir:
All interested singers from first to sixth grade are welcome to join the Jr. Choir. Now, at the beginning of a
new calendar year, would be a good time to try us out.
For those who have rehearsed “Freedom
Train”, and those that I’ve spoken with, we will meet at
9:30 this coming Sunday, January 20th, at the church, to
warm up for our song. We won’t have a rehearsal after
church that day.
Regular rehearsals from 11:20-11:50 at the
fellowship Building in the ee cummings room, will resume on January 27 and February 3. We will be reviewing our music to sing at the Hungarian pot luck lunch on
February 10. We will need to discuss possible participation in the Jubilation Sunday on March 3.
Chimers:
We continue to rehearse at noon in the loft on January
20, 27, and February 3. On February 10, please be ready
to warm up at 8:45 for our part in the service. We
should discuss possible participation in the March 3 Jubilation service.
Sr. Choir:
Many thanks to those of you who learned the final
hymn for the Partakers service so that you could lead
the congregation in singing! Our rehearsals are presently listed for January 17, January 31, February 14, and
February 28th. It is possible that Ted will stick in more
Thursday rehearsals to prepare for our special spring
service music. Stay tuned!
Eleanor Toth

Alliance Program February 5 @ 6:30 P.M.
“Argentinian Ponchos”
Dorothy & Otto will show their collection of ponchos from Argentina and other South American
countries. They will talk about ponchos' use and
their historical and cultural significance.
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Minister’s Office Hours
I am in the office most Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons, sometimes into the early evening hours. You may call
(office: 978-456-9021) or e-mail (RevWLBell@aol.com) to
schedule an appointment during those times or to find another
time that might work.

Admin Office Hours
Monday
9:00 a.m. – Noon
Tuesday
10:00 – 3:00
Wednesday
Noon – 3:00
Thursday
10:00 -– 3:00
Friday
9:00 a.m. - Noon
Please call first: 978-456-8752.
-Elinor Stapleton admin@uuharvard.org

Mark Your Calendars
Indoor Yard Sale: Sat. Jan. 26
Hungarian Brunch: Sun. Feb. 10
Auction: March 23
Seder: March 29
Reverend Wendy L. Bell
Melinda Green
Elinor Stapleton
Ted Johnson
Louise Potter

Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church
On the Harvard Common
P.O. Box 217
Harvard, MA 01451
978-456-8752
If you no longer wish to receive this mailing, please return it and we will
take you off our mailing list.
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Minister
Interim Religious Education Director
Parish Administrator
Organist and Choir Director
Bookkeeper

