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Love is the spirit of our church, where …
...we gather to worship...
...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all...
A Month of Sundays, Announcements at 9:55 a.m., Worship at 10:00
Sunday, Oct. 23, 9:55 a.m.
“Younger Than Yesterday”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
In 1964 Bob Dylan wrote a song called “My Back
Pages.” It’s said that this song was a protest against
his earlier protest songs! He had been so sure of
himself as a younger man. He had seen the world
in black and white, good and evil, them and us. As
he began to mature more, he began to be less sure,
less cocky, about the black and white picture some
of his earlier songs had painted. As we grow and
move beyond the past, how does religious faith
change?
Sunday, Oct. 30, 9:55 a.m.
“Vida y Muerte” or“Days of the Dead”
Reverend Marta I. Valentín
Join Reverend Marta I. Valentín as she honors the
Mexican tradition of celebrating their ancestors
known as Days of the Dead, as well as give us the
opportunity to remember our own ancestors. We
will build an altar in the service so please bring a
picture of a loved one (human or animal) that you
would like remembered. [Please see page five of
this Belfry for more details.]

Sunday, Nov. 6, 9:55 a.m.
“The Faith of An Unrepentant Liberal”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
In the 1950s Rev. A. Powell Davies, who served
All Souls Unitarian Church in Washington, D.C.,
opposed McCarthyism and called himself “an
unrepentant liberal.” In the decades since,
liberalism has been criticized to the point that some
liberals won't admit to being liberal. What does it
mean to be a political or religious liberal? What are
the values our nation needs today?
Sunday, Nov. 13, 9:55 a.m.
“What Makes You Happy?”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
What makes you happy? Perhaps the election results
will make us happy, but even if it does, that's a very
temporary happiness. What makes us happy in the
long run? The Dalai Lama writes, “The purpose of
spiritual practice is to fulfill our desire for happiness.
We are all equal in our wish to be happy and
overcome our suffering and I believe we all share our
right to fulfill this aspiration.”
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Mark, My Word
Once a year, Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church holds a Stewardship drive, an annual canvass of our
members and friends. This is the most important part of our annual budget. This is how we know whether we can turn
on the lights, heat the building, have telephone and internet service, purchase supplies, pay for plowing, pay the
Minister, Music Director, Director of Faith Formation and Office Administrator. Without your pledges of support,
none of this can happen.
We are the ‘No Hell’ church—a church where you don't have to check your brains at the door, where you can
come and join in fellowship and sing and laugh and cry, where we can disagree with one another about our religious
beliefs and it's okay. We are a church where one person doesn't have to be wrong in order for the other to be right.
We are a church that serves others. Last year our teens participated in CityReach, an overnight program where
they interacted with people who are homeless in Boston. We shared our offering plate with Loaves & Fishes Food
Pantry; Our Father's House shelter for homeless men, women, and children; Unitarian Universalist Urban Ministries;
Growing Places Garden Project; Building Resilience in Kids; National Religious Campaign Against Torture; Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee supporting refugees in the Middle East and our Unitarian partner church in
Transylvania, Romania.
And that's not all. 600 miles were walked by our church members to raise money for the Walk for Hunger.
3,000 hours of service were given last year to promote the mission of this church in the broader community. 24,000
pounds of food were delivered by our church to help nurture families in need in Clinton, Ayer and other nearby
communities.
we do.

This is a church worth supporting. And none of this happens without you. Frankly, it takes money to do what

It's generally awkward for the minister to ask for money because, of course, you are paying the minister's
salary, among other things.
But I'm not asking for me. This won't affect my salary. You know that I'm an interim minister while you are in
the search process for your next minister. That's what my little red suitcase symbolizes. I'm temporary. My job is to
fall in love with you, which I'm doing, and to say goodbye when this church year ends next summer. You will have a
new minister and I'm sure you will be happy with your new minister. But we have to get there.
So this is not for me, it's for you. It's for the future of this church, your church. If you want to have the best
pool of candidates, you must offer a salary that is going to attract the best candidates.
And I'm going to be frank with you. I'm surprised that your level of giving, the median pledge amount, is as
low as it is. We can do better and we need to do better.
If you can pay your entire pledge by writing a check, you're not giving enough. I'm going to repeat that: If you
can pay your entire pledge by writing one check, you're not giving enough.
Mickey and I have our membership at our home church in Ellsworth, Maine. We pay our pledge monthly. It's
much better to give, for instance, $200 monthly than to give $1,000 annually. Because $200 monthly is $2,400. And
it's easier to pay. That's how Mickey and I pay our pledge – monthly, just like our phone bill or other monthly bills. It's
easy to do it that way, and we can be more generous than if we tried to do it with just one big check.
Harvard Unitarian Universalist is a great church with a long heritage and a great future. It offers inspiring
music, vibrant educational opportunities for our children, social justice programs, deepening connections with others,
pastoral care, and inspirational Sunday worship services.

2

I'm asking you to please invest in your church's future. This is for your future.
Please do what you can to help. Thank you.
-Mark

Board Report October 2016
Busy, busy is the best way to describe the beginning of our church year. In addition to our great services and activities
in religious education, you have attended cottage meetings, provided feedback to the MSC via survey and kicked off
our FUUHN (Funding Unitarian Universalists Hopes and Needs) Stewardship Campaign. What a great start to the year!
As you may recall, we were in need of a clerk and we are very fortunate that Carol Panek-Clark has volunteered. At
our October Board Meeting the vote was unanimous to approve her for this position. Thanks Carol for stepping
forward.
Also, at our Board meeting, we discussed and approved our 2016-2017 Objectives.
2016 /2017 HUUC Board Objectives (Final)
Under the church’s governing by-laws the Board is required to define its specific governance objectives for the year
and end the year by reporting to the Congregation its progress toward these objectives.
The objectives we have set for ourselves this year are as follows:
1)
2)

3)
4)
5)
6)

Through our collective efforts, work to build our church spirit that fosters participation, engagement and
connections to all who attend our services and programs. Inspiration through action and involvement.
Form a publicity team to provide internal and external communications to help people know what HUUC is
doing. The goal of these efforts will be to enhance the overall awareness of our church activities within and
outside of our church community. Also, to provide community outreach to attract visitors and potential new
members to our church.
Provide resources, support and direction to our ministerial team to help them lead inspiring and uplifting
spiritual services and religious education programming.
Through the continued transition and search process for our next called minister, better understand what our
members and guests are looking for from their church and its leaders spiritually and educationally.
Incorporate this feedback in to the search efforts for this year and in the transition years to come.
Conduct a successful stewardship that allows us to fund our church year and support our ministerial search
process.
Organize and update the church policies.

Fall Stewardship – Objective #5
As you have likely heard, our goal this year for our Stewardship campaign is $200,000 in pledges. This is $30,000
more than we raised last year. We are confident that we will reach this goal which will enable us to offer a competitive
salary to our called minister. How can we do it? If all of our church members and friends increase their previous year
pledges by 15 – 20% we can get there.
Perhaps making monthly automatic payments would be an easier way to do it? If it might be, we are asking you to
consider contributing on a monthly auto payment process. It takes about $24,000 per month to run our church at the
current levels of support that we offer. With roughly 168 members, each member needs to contribute on average $140
per month in order to fund our church ($280 per couple).
Publicity Team – Objective #2
We don’t want to be the best kept secret. We are forming a new team to help with community outreach and enhance
our internal communications. If you are someone who would like to assist in this fun new team, please contact anyone
on the Board.
For the Board, Tom Daniells
Ginger Kendall, William Kellogg, Kirsti Gamage, Paige O’Brien, Steve Farough
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Here we hold ourselves responsible for the religious education of our children and ourselves,
to carry out our mission, and to support our church. …
Not Out of Sight Nor Out of Mind
Some of you may know that one of our former Directors of Faith Formation, Pam Reidy, has been working on a
project called Pwoje Espwa to offer housing to children in Haiti. Recently, Hurricane Matthew tore through
Haiti, destroying large swathes of housing and further impoverishing the already deeply impoverished. Many
children are now dying of water-borne illness due to lack of clean drinking water, and over 200 of the children
Pam has been helping are living in a single schoolroom. The entirety of the boy's housing was destroyed in the
hurricane.
We Unitarian Universalists are not a religious folk accustomed to turning a blind eye to suffering caused by
devastation around the world. Nor do we cast the suffering from our minds. Considering our small size as an
association of churches, we give an impressive amount to relief work overseas. Apart from the great work the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee does, we have people like Pam Reidy within our congregations
throughout the country, people with a heart that beats for the helpless and hurting around the world.
Pam will be going back down to Haiti on November 14 to help start rebuilding
the housing that was lost in Hurricane Matthew. She has asked us, in Faith
Formation, and as a congregation at large, to help her with her work. The kids in
our Faith Formation programs will be making cards to send down to the
children, and we'll be raising some money via bake sales in the church vestibule
before and after worship the next few weeks. If you are able, please donate as
much as you can to help Pam with her work down in Haiti.
Check out www.freethekids.org.

This isn't the only way we're keeping our eyes open and are minds active to fighting against homelessness,
poverty and other forms of suffering. Our very own Senior High Youth Group is soon to be going into Boston to
work with City Reach and the Common Cathedral. We had a great visit from Amanda a couple weeks ago
explaining that important work. And a few good folk from our congregation have befriended and helped a local
homeless man over the last few weeks. We certainly are not a congregation with an "out of sight, out of mind"
social consciousness.
Faith Formation could also be conceptualized as "learning how to live," or "discovering what's important in
life." I am glad our children and youth are growing up in a congregation that has a honed sense of social
responsibility. Their faith is being formed in the best of hands, and I'm thankful to be a part of that formation.
Peace, Daniel Payne, Director of Faith Formationdff@uuharvard.org
Faith Formation Notices
* Block 2 of Faith Formation begins October 30th and runs through December 11. If you would like to
volunteer to teach or assist in any of our programs, please contact Daniel.
* Stay tuned for updates on upcoming OWL (Our Whole Lives) dates and programming in the Chalice Chat and
Belfry.
* December 2, 7 pm, will be our Faith Formation Christmas Movie Party. More details to come!
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Peace,
Daniel Payne, Director of Faith Formation
dff@uuharvard.org
978-201-1545

Here we hold ourselves responsible for the religious education of our children and ourselves,
to carry out our mission, and to support our church. …
Dias de los Muertos or Days of the Dead

...an outdoor church for people experiencing homelessness,
and their friends.
The Senior High Youth Group will be
participating in CityReach on November 18-19.
They will be with other youth and adult chaperones
from housed congregations, and will learn about
homelessness in Boston – directly from those who
have experienced it. Leadership for each CityReach
include their clergy -- as well as up to 20 stipended
members of the common art/common cathedral
communities. Additionally, clothing donated by the
housed congregations is made available to any
homeless resident in Boston. This “shopping”
opportunity provides material support to anywhere
from 100 to 300 un-housed Bostonians per
CityReach event. Please help us collect warm
clothing — think, anything that helps in inclement
weather, along with sleeping bags, backpacks and
wheelie suitcases. Look for donation boxes in the
Sanctuary and Fellowship Building beginning in
October.

On October 30th, the Rev. Mar ta Valentin, a
Congregational Life Consultant for the UUA, will
be our guest minister. She will be preaching
about Dias de los Muertos or Days of the Dead,
which is a mostly Mexican Latin American holiday
that honors the ancestors. It is a celebratory holiday
that both affirms life and gives us a chance to share
our grief.

Rev. Marta has asked that we decorate our sanctuary
with marigold flowers which are traditional. If
you are able, please bring a
small bunch of marigolds in
a vase or long stemmed ones
that can go on our decorated
altar. She also asked that each
congregant bring in a photo
or memento of a loved one
who has died. Those photos
will also be placed on the altar by the pulpit.
Children will be starting in the sanctuary and then
heading off to their classes. The ceremony with the
photos will take place while the children are still in
the sanctuary so if they have photos or drawings of
relatives or pets that they would like to bring in,
they are welcome to do that as well. This holiday is
celebratory and should not be depressing or sad for
the children.

Your ministerial search committee has been busy!
Here's where we are in the search process:

• Survey, check! We received responses to the survey from 90 people.
• BCT Workshop, check! Thank you to the 58 people who participated in the Beyond Categorical Thinking
workshop on October 2.
• Cottage Meetings: So far, 48 people have attended a Cottage Meeting to share their thoughts about the
strengths and challenges of our church community. There are two more opportunities to attend a meeting this
month. Please email ministerialsearch@uuharvard.org to sign up for Oct. 21 at 6 pm or October 30 at 11:30 am,
both in the Fellowship Building. Food and childcare provided.
• The Ministerial Search Committee will spend the rest of this month and next going through the responses to
the survey, Cottage Meetings, and the BCT workshop. We’ll use what we learn to create the Congregational
Record and Ministerial packet.
-Ministerial Search Committee
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Fair Trade Faire
Sunday, November 20, 2016
11 am – 3 pm
HUUC Fellowship Building
7 Elm Street
Harvard, Massachusetts

Local shopping. Global impact.

Now in its 7th year, this pop-up shopping experience features regional nonprofit
businesses dedicated to supporting cooperatives from around the world offering
quality artisan crafts and home wares.

This year’s participating vendors:
Center for Reflection,
Education and Action
EarthFrendz
Global Goods
Haiti Projects
Mayan Hands
Project Have Hope
Silk Road Delights
The Good Buy
The Sharing Foundation
Unidas Para Vivir Mejor

Try your luck in
our vendor
raffle!

On Facebook:

“Fair Trade Faire
in Harvard”

Hosted by the Women’s Alliance and
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November calendar here for paper version.
Electronic version: see attached pdf.
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December calendar here for paper version.
Electronic version: see attached pdf.
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CONNECTIONS CORNER
What Team Are You On?
I don’t follow New England sports
as much as many fellow
parishioners, but when I watch a
game on the television I find myself
drawn, particularly with football, to
how players and coaches group
together for a communication of sort and then go out to
do their work with an inspired glow. I don’t
understand football (despite MANY tutorials!) but I do
understand and appreciate the importance of teamwork.
Every Sunday we have a group of people pulling off
the big game…er, Worship Service. There’s the
USHER team that sets up the Sanctuary, hands out
Orders of Service, collects the Offering and shuts off
the lights at the end. We’ve got a GREETER team
who stands at the front doors with a huge smile to
welcome our visitors, newcomers, friends, and
members. And, last but certainly not least there’s
Team HOSPITALITY!
Unlike competitive sports, at HUUC you automatically
make ANY team you are interested in; AND, you can
play for ALL three! The experience is rewarding and,
as a congregation, we get to enjoy the fruits of your
labor that is a smoothly run Worship Service. A WINWIN!
Thanks for your consideration,
Paige
The Connections Team
(connect@uuharvard.org)
Cary Browse, Pam Frederick,
Holly Grant, Carol
MacFarlane, Paige O’Brien,
Imre Toth
PS – This Team is looking for more players as well!
Next meeting is Monday, November 7, 7:30 p.m. in the
Bigelow Room (back of the Sanctuary).
New UU Class, Part Two
11:30 a.m., FB Community Room. If you missed the
opportunity to sign-up this time, let the Connections
Team know (connect@uuharvard.org) and we'll
contact you the next time we offer the classes.

Here we respect our diversity and seek to
understand our differences …
If She Builds It They Will Come:
Our New Website
The next time you see Lori Daniells, thank her. Over
the last several months, Lori has logged countless hours
downloading, uploading, formatting, coding, writing,
and so much more. All for what we hope to be our most
important tool for keeping the HUUC community
connected and for reaching out beyond the
congregation: Our website with the newly
designed UUA template.

We also owe buckets of gratitude to Sue Robbins, the
amazing web guru behind the curtain! Sue has been
designing and updating our current website for…well,
forever!! And she’s done it all while building the best
newspaper in the world, in addition to all of her other
civic-minded responsibilities to the Town of Harvard.
She’s been happy to keep our site going, but she’s also
happy we’ve got Lori!
Our plan is to [softly] launch the website by the middle
of this month. When we do, we invite you take a
moment to check it out. We hope that you will find it to
be a visually pleasing experience, as well as a
captivating and informing one. Please do not hesitate to
let us know what you think.
Thank you Lori! Thank you Sue!
~ Paige O’Brien, for the Board
Thanksgiving Collection for Loaves and Fishes –
Sunday, November 6th
Every year, Loaves and Fishes has a Thanksgiving
distribution for its recipients so that all of their
clients can enjoy a delicious and special
Thanksgiving. Please consider donating nonperishable Thanksgiving-related food items, such
as stuffing, gravy, broth, canned sliced pineapple,
ham glaze, nuts, fancy crackers, yams, coffee, tea,
cocoa, and 100% juice. Please leave your
donations in the Loaves and
Fishes baskets in the
church’s foyer. Thank you
so much! Questions?
Please contact Risa
Goldman at
risajan@aol.com.
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Here we support and care for one another …
Our Thoughts Are With …

Our Thanks Go To …

Patty Ruze & John Chapman: John’s younger sister
Susan is suffering pain and end stage metastatic breast
cancer.

-Ministerial Search Committee:
Fernando Catalina and John Chapman (co-chairs),
Britt Argow, Cary Browse, Tom Daniells, Stacie
Green, Darrell Wickman, and Rebecca Wright
and
-Stewardship Committee:
Tim Coonahan (Chair), Lor i Daniells, Ginger
Kendall, Marcia Croyle, Barbara Kemp, Susie
Macrae, Rebecca Wright, Carol MacFarlane
for all their extraordinary efforts.

Barbara Brotherston: Joy for her niece who had her
first baby
Risa Goldman: Sorrow for her friend Jill whose mother
died

George Krusen: Sorrow for our world which is awash
in neonicotinoids an insecticide whose use has become
a hazard to pollination of insects, and has long been
banned in Europe. Suggests checking labels on nursery
stock to avoid it.

Risa Goldman for proofreading.
November Birthday Wishes Go To …

Marilyn, mother/mother-in-law of Hugh & Laura Silk:
Joy to be visiting church.

David Coffin
Ruby Farough
Rick High
Bob Jarratt
Nancy Schirmer
Sheila Simollardes
Chloe Vilain
Laura Vilain

Mark Worth: Share that wife Mickey had a
lumpectomy a few weeks ago and will be undergoing
follow-up on Oct 24.

If you missed the opportunity to give us your birthday
month please contact the church office:
978-456-8752

Georgia Sassen & Li –Shiang Liang: Joy because they
are going to visit son & daughter-in-law in
Netherlands.
Mary Donald: Pray for people of Haiti

From the Admin Office

Regular Events/Classes in our Buildings:

If you have updates to your address, phone, email or
the way you want to receive church communication,
please let me know.

Sanctuary
Harvard Pro Musica, community chor us
rehearsals Tuesday evenings, contact Kathy Hewett
456-8692 or Eleanor Toth 779-2876, concert Sat.
Dec. 3.
Student Recitals: Bolton Community Music
School, Dec. & June, Valerie Ritter 978-779-2896.
Nikolaus Hunt’s piano students, Mar. & June, 978368-7759. Eleanor Toth’s piano students, June, 978779-2876

Belfry deadlines, Tuesdays: 11/15, 12/20, 1/17,
2/21, 3/21, 4/18, 5/16, 6/20.
If you want an updated Church Directory, please send
me an email and I will send you the pdf file, or I can
print a paper copy for you.
And if you want to be listed in the Directory, please
let me know.
Thanks. -Elinor Stapleton admin@uuharvard.org
978-456-8752
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Fellowship Building
Yoga in Suther land Hall with J oyce Vassallo: Tue.
7-8:30pm and Sat. 9-10:45am, 617-201-3532.
Tai Chi Tue. & Thur . 9-10am & Zumba Fri. 99:45am, 978-456-4120 (Council on Aging)
Art Classes & Workshops with J oelle Feldman
Mon. p.m. 978-618-2041,
Joelle.feldman@gmail.com; http://
www.joellefeldman.com

Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, with all their sorrows and joys...
What’s Coming Up, Church Events
Fri. Oct. 21
6:00 p.m. Cottage Meeting
Sun. Oct. 23
9:55 a.m. Worship Service
“Younger Than Yesterday”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
11:30-1:00 SHYG
11:30-1:00 New UU Class
7:00-9:00 p.m. Coming of Age
Tue. Oct. 25
10-4 Bargains in the Belfry open
7pm “Weaving Our Stories”
Wed. Oct. 26
7pm Ministerial Search Committee
7pm Meditation
Sun. Oct. 30
9am Skype with Pat W-J, Palestine
9:55 a.m. Worship Service
“Vida y Muerte” or
“Days of the Dead”
Reverend Marta I. Valentín
11:30 Cottage meeting
Tue. Nov. 1
10-4 Bargains in the Belfry open
6:30, 7:30 p.m. Alliance Potluck, Program
7pm Faith Formation Team meeting
7pm “Weaving Our Stories”
Wed. Nov. 2
6:30 pm Caring Network
7pm Meditation
Fri. Nov. 4
7pm Movie
Sun. Nov. 6
9:55 a.m. Worship Service
“The Faith of An Unrepentant Liberal”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
Bargains in the Belfry open
7pm Coming of Age
Tue. Nov. 8
10-4 Bargains open
Wed. Nov. 9
7pm Board mtg.
7pm Meditation
7pm Ministerial Search Committee
Sun. Nov. 13
9:55 a.m. Worship Service
“What Makes You Happy?”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
7pm Coming of Age
Tue. Nov. 15 Belfry Deadline
10-4 Bargains open
7pm “Weaving Our Stories”

MUSIC NOTES

Musicians:
October 23- Choir
October 30- Ted Johnson
November 6- Choir
November 13- John Chapman, pianist
Jr. Choir:
We have two more rehearsals- Oct. 23rd and 30th to
learn our songs for Thanksgiving and the Solstice
service. On Oct. 30th I’ll give you a CD to take home
to help you remember those songs until we sing them
in church. Because of the Christmas pageant
rehearsals, we will not meet in November until 9:30
the morning of the Thanksgiving service, November
20th. We will rehearse with Ted and find robes that
fit, so please be on time!
Chimers:
We’re back in the groove (sort of). It’s a good thing
that we have several willing subs, since unforeseen
complications make regular rehearsals difficult for
some of you regular ringers. But the music we’re
working on is familiar, and we will be well. We meet
on Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 13, 20th, and participate in the
service Dec. 4- the Coming of Age Sunday.
Sr. Choir:
This Thursday, Oct. 20th at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary
we will rehearse for Sunday, Oct. 23rd. Other
rehearsals are November 3rd and 17th for the
following Sundays. Nov. 20th will be the
intergenerational Thanksgiving service. We have also
begun practicing the beautiful “Lux Aeterna” by
Morten Lauridsen, for the Music service on
December 11th. We will have instrumental
accompaniment
for this special
event.
-Eleanor Toth
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Sharon Briggs, Caring Network: 508-451-7076 slbriggs@charter.net
Admin Office Hours
Mon. 9:00 a.m.-Noon
Tue. 10:00-3:00
Wed. Noon-3:00
Thu. 10:00-3:00
Fri. 9:00 a.m.-Noon
Please call first: 978-456-8752.
-Elinor Stapleton
admin@uuharvard.org
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Minister’s Office Hours
I expect to be in the office most Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday afternoons, sometimes into the early evening hours.
You may call (office: 978-456-9021) or e-mail
minister@uuharvard.org to schedule an appointment during
those times or to find another time that might work.
-Mark Worth

Director of Faith Formation Office Hours
Tuesday and Thursday, from 10 am - 3 pm.
Please call 978-201-1545 or email dff@uuharvard.org
-Daniel Payne
Rev. Mark Worth
Ted Johnson
Elinor Stapleton
Daniel Payne
Lori Daniells

Interim Minister
Organist and Choir Director
Office Administrator
Director of Faith Formation
Bookkeeper

