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Love is the spirit of our church, where …
...we gather to worship...
...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all...
Mark wants to say a special "thank you" to Stacie
Cassat-Green for scheduling, and often leading,
the Time For All Ages stories this past year. She
did a great job. Mark says she was a huge help,
had great ideas, and was fun to work with

Sunday August 7th, 2016
10:00 a.m.
First Church Unitarian, Littleton, MA
Annual shared service with Harvard, Littleton,
Acton, Lancaster and Groton UU churches. There
will be a pick up chorus that will be directed by
Ted Johnson.
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Class Offering for September
As one of the newest members of HUUC (as of June 12), I’d like to offer a class that I have facilitated several times at my former UU church. By sharing our life stories, we can get to know one another better and
deepen our connections. These stories also serve as gifts which our children and other family members will
treasure. The group will meet for six weeks (and may choose to continue once a month). Class registration
will begin in the late August. I will find a time, day or evening, that works for the majority of those who are
interested and register.

Weaving the Stories of our Life's Journey
Given a different topic each week (our childhood years, life work, spiritual path, to name a few), we will
write about two pages during the week, weaving the memories from our past as they relate to each topic.
Sharing our stories with the group will enrich all of us, as we take note of differences and similarities with
our own life's journey. A minimum of six participants is needed, though a group of eight is even better.
-Facilitated by new member Carol MacFarlane.
The Belfry is published once a month: the third Wednesday.
Deadline for copy is 9:00 a.m. the day before.
Telephone: 978-456-8752
P.O. Box 217, #9 Ayer Rd. Harvard, MA 01451.
e-mail (church) admin@uuharvard.org ; minister@uuharvard.org,
Music Director, Music@UUHarvard.org Minister: 978-456-9021. Web site: http://uuharvard.org/
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Here we are inspired to explore, reflect and grow spiritually …
Mark, My Word
On Sunday, June 12, we learned that many people had been killed in a deadly shooting at Pulse, a night
club with a mostly gay clientele, in Orlando, Florida. During Joys & Sorrows I lit a candle and shared this sad
news, and said, based on early news reports, that as many as 20 people had been killed. It turned out to be far
worse. I now understand that 49 people were killed, and over 50 hospitalized. It is said to have been the worst
mass shooting in U.S. history.
The National Rifle Association tells us that “guns don't kill people, people kill people.” Are they saying
that the problem is not guns, but Americans?
We might reply: automobiles don't kill people, people who drive automobiles kill people. But you have to
have a driver's license, registration, insurance, and a safety inspection before you're allowed to drive. So why can
someone, even a person on a terrorist watch list or no-fly list, buy all the military-style assault weapons and
ammunition he wants?
The N.R.A. says it is a constitutional right. But no constitutional right is unlimited. We have a
constitutional right to free speech, but we cannot shout “fire” in a crowded theater where there is no fire, nor can
we threaten to kill the president. You cannot legally buy an atomic bomb, so we already agree there are limits on
“the right to bear arms.” It's merely a question of where we draw the line.
“Violence is as American as cherry pie,” as H. Rap Brown once said, and it seems that many Americans
have decided that we should simply tolerate a certain level of gun violence. But what about terrorism? We still
don't know all the motives in the Orlando massacre. The Orlando shooter, 29-year-old Omar Mateen was born in
New York to Afghan immigrant parents who raised him as a Muslim, but his ex-wife says he wasn't religious.
His father said that his trigger for the killing spree was seeing two gay men kiss in public. And we now have
reports that suggest Mateen was a regular at Pulse, where he went to pick up men.
Yes, he called 911 and pledged his allegiance to ISIS just before he started shooting. But across our
nation, imams and Islamic organizations continuously disavow acts of terrorism. When we continue to believe
news reports that make us afraid of our Muslim neighbors, we are being misled. Terrorists who use Islam as an
excuse for violence are no more genuinely religious than are hate groups who blow up women’s health clinics or
picket soldier’s funerals and call themselves Christian.
My friend and colleague, Rev. Amy DeBeck, of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart,
Indiana, writes, “I am straight … [but] When I was a young person growing up in the Washington DC area, the
group who made me feel most welcomed were the friends who danced with me at the local gay bar, Tracks. I
learned early that the word gay bar was not about drinking. Well, not solely about drinking. A gay bar is a safe
place for community to gather and rejoice in conversation, dancing, friendship, courtship, and exchange news
and politics. The lessons of acceptance I carry into ministry began with lessons learned at Tracks. ... For anyone
whose young adulthood place of safety has been violated, be it a church, a bookstore, a school – this is why my
LGBTQ friends and family are devastated.”
And so we must hold dear those who were killed and injured. They were targeted, apparently, because
they were LGBTQ, or were allies. And it happened during Pride month. And on a night especially themed for
Latinos and Hispanics and their friends.
Florida still has no protections for LGBTQ people. In Florida, and many other states, you can be fired
from your job, kicked out of your apartment, denied public accommodations, or even a bank loan, simply
because you are gay, lesbian, or transgender. With no protections in many states, we are still holding people as
“other.” Yes, we have won a victory when it comes to the freedom to marry. Yet there is still so much work to do
before we can say that all Americans are equal under the law.
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values …

Board Report June 2016
It has been a great first year of transition for HUUC. We have come together, started our conversations about
who we are, what we hope for in our next called minister and most importantly what we hope to become as a
church community. Rev. Mark has provided the spiritual guidance and taught us what to expect as we go
through this process. We have had many people sign our membership book and many new families have
started to learn what we have to offer and if we are a good fit for them. We welcome everyone to our journey
and are excited to confidently move forward to become who we aspire to be!
At our last Board meeting we discussed the following key topics.
Faith Formation – We worked to finalize the offer letter for Daniel Payne our candidate for Director of Faith
Formation. We are very pleased that we have found Daniel and he has found us. He is very well qualified to
be our next DFF having worked on the religious education staff with UU churches in New Orleans and Nova
Scotia. Most recently he has been in South Korea where he started the first fellowship for LGBTQ individuals
to offer a welcoming spiritual place. Daniel will start with us in early September. The Board thanks the Faith
Formation team and the leadership of Kate Stamm in providing the support and hard work to make this year’s
program a big success. Thanks Team! As Kate says, it is all about the kids!!
Financial – We have had nearly 450 AJ’s or $9000 donated for our AJ Campaign. This means we are only 50
AJ’s short of our goal of 500 AJ’s or $10000 to fund our Ministerial Search Committee to do their important
work for our church. Remember these AJ’s will soon be replaced by the Harriet Tubman’s so now is the time
to get rid of them and put them to good use.
As we close the year financially, we have been able to make our budget work even though we were about
$20,000 short on our Stewardship campaign. This was possible because we did not have a DFF all year which
helped us cover this shortfall. As a reminder, next year we will be fully staffed and the Board again discussed
the importance of a very successful Fall Stewardship campaign in order to meet our budget requirements. We
ask everyone to begin to think about how you might be able to pledge about 10% more next year. Also,
perhaps consider a monthly ACH pledge as a way to spread your contribution through the year.
Ministerial Search Committee – The Board invited the MSC to come to present the status of the team’s
progress. Co-chairs John Chapman and Fernando Catalina reported that the committee met for a retreat over
Memorial Day Weekend. The retreat was facilitated by our Ministerial Settlement Representative, Toby Smith
and served to team build, organize in to the key roles and responsibilities and set our calendars for the year
ahead. John and Fernando also gave us a heads up that the eSurvey and cottage meetings for information
gathering will be scheduled for September. They will be meeting over the summer to finalize the survey,
create our new website and to get further organized for the year ahead. They report that the MSC is right on
track. The Board thanks the MSC for the early work that has been completed so far. By the way, you selected
an awesome MSC!! We are in great hands.
Social Justice Ministries Council – Steve Farough reported on the recent SJMC meeting in which a theme for
the coming year and a first project were discussed. They have some great ideas and be looking for an
announcement coming from them soon. The SJMC is off to a good start and they remind everyone that all are
invited to their meetings. It is a great way to get involved in church activities and to be contribute to important
work in the larger community. We look for an exciting year ahead from the SJMC.
On behalf of the Board, we wish you all the best for a great summer and we will see you back in September!
For the Board, Tom Daniells
Ginger Kendall, William Kellogg, Kate Stamm, Paige O’Brien, Steve Farough
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Here we hold ourselves responsible for the religious education of our children and ourselves,
to carry out our mission, and to support our church. …
Dear Friends,
I wanted to write a quick note about the Faith Formation Program to finish up the church
year. We are very excited to welcome Daniel Payne as our new FF Director. He will
officially start on September 1st; although he has already been emailing us asking for
information, setting up meeting dates in August and unofficially getting started. I believe
that you can view Daniel’s introductory video on the HUUC website. We are all looking
forward to working with him.
I want to make sure that Laura Vilain, Marc Vilain and Kelley Taylor are thanked for their
dedication to the program and for serving on the FF Team over the past 3 years. They all put in a tremendous
amount of time, and their efforts made our program very unique and special.
I would also like to thank Britt Argow, Sarah Graffam, Risa Goldman and Leslie Neville for their work on the DFF
Search Committee. It was not easy finding candidates for the DFF position (not a unique problem) and they had to
work hard posting in a variety of places, sorting through resumes, setting up meetings and communicating with
possible applicants. They have done a very important job for the future of our church, and have done it well.
The FF Team has already started planning for next year! So far, we have Sarah Stoddard, Leslie Neville and
myself officially on the FF Team. Sarah and Leslie have been truly dedicated to the program and their contribution
has made the program very special. We are still looking for other members. The Team has worked hard this year to
make the needs of the program more manageable, and with a DFF it will be an even more reasonable commitment.
The work is rewarding and supports our church’s vision. Please let us know how you might like to be involved, and
especially if you would like to be a part of the FF Team.
REGISTRATION has begun. We would love to have as many childr en as possible r egister ed for the fall
program. We would also love to have as many volunteers in place as possible. I think it would be great to show
Daniel what a dedicated congregation we are by having this set up ahead of time, since the start of the church year
will be very busy! This is an OWL and COA year (only happens every other year) and we need ALL age groups to
register.
Please go to this link and get you and your childr en r egister ed in the next week.
We need your help! I r ealize that it is har d to sign up for one mor e thing. We ar e all ver y busy and ther e ar e
many areas that require attention. The expression, “Many hands make light work” is very true; and with all of us
contributing the FF Program can continue to be exciting, rewarding and meaningful - not just for our children, but
for ALL involved. Please give me a call and let me know how you might like to be a part. We are an amazing
community that is filled with very talented, interesting people. Please share your gifts and come be a part of the
program.
Thank you all for your support over this past year and for the recognition at the last service. I was very touched.
Many people came together to make this year such a success. I have been inspired by everyone’s dedication and
their talents. I am very proud of what our children have been offered and excited for next year.
Have a great summer,
Kate
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Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, with all their sorrows and joys...

Our Thoughts Are With …
Fernando Catalina joy for sister who is disease fr ee after medication tr eatment fr om
hepatitis C which she has suffered from for years. And joy about getting a new puppy.
Cheryl Coonahan thinking of a fr iend who died.
Mickey Worth – joy re: retiring in 19 days.
Colleen Pearce – joy for her daughter who is graduating from graduate school and sorrow b/c Mary Ellen and
Steve Miller moving to Cambridge and will miss them
Risa Goldman – thinking of a friend who suffers from depression.
Laura Villain – joy for spending time with kids teaching RE
Georgia Sassen – joys for her egg-laying chickens
Piali De – joy for all the young adults from church who are celebrating milestones, like graduation, marriage,
job, etc.
Ann Mallinson wishing all a happy summer

Barbara Henderson – report that Janice Goodell suffered a broken bone in her right hand from auto accident.
Pat White – joy about being able to wear a skirt from high school after losing weight.
Susie Macrae – joy for beauty of life and happy for church.

Our Thanks Go To …
Barbara Kemp, Cary Browse, Britt Argow & Jesh Sniderman, Worship Team, Brint Ferguson, Nancy
Reifenstein, Elsie Shutt, Leslie Neville, Faith Formation Team for Sunday morning help.
Lori Daniells, who left a perfect, pink peony.
David Kendall & Bill Cordner for helping to resurrect our phones and internet after the May 24th lightning
strike.
If we forgot to thank someone, please let me know and I’ll add them next month, 978-456-8752,
admin@uuharvard.org -Elinor Stapleton.
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Here we support individual and collective service to the larger community ...

AJ Campaign on the verge of meeting
its goal! Are you in?
Six weeks ago we kicked off a brief fund-raising effort
to fill a one-time special need: supporting the work of
our newly-elected Ministerial Search Committee, especially the travel costs of potential ministers and the relocation costs of the one called. Our goal is to raise
$10,000 between now and the end of June. (The UUA
recommends more than twice this, but our frugalminded Board knows it can manage for less.)
How are we raising this money? We’re doing it together, by celebrating the U.S. Treasury Department’s
announcement that former slave Harriet Tubman will
soon replace slave-owning Andrew Jackson on the $20
bill. Together, we will retire five hundred (yes 500)
Andrew Jackson $20 bills. Because 500 x
$20=$10,000!
Thus far, more than 50 households have participated and we have raised a little over $9000! We only
need 50 more Andrew Jackson $20 bills to reach
our goal!

Act now!
Please send checks to the church office (PO Box 217,
Harvard, 01451) or put them in the Treasurer’s box at
the back entry to the church. Write A.J. Campaign (or
Ministerial Search or MSC) on the memo line to make
sure the funds get credited in the right place.
Please contribute as you are able. All contributions are
welcomed and gratefully received.
Together, and with broad participation, we can get to
our goal.
Thank you. Rick High, Treasurer

Coming this summer the people who br ought you
the "18 Cows, "5 Cameras," Iyad, and Nancy will be
screening two entertaining and provocative films about
Israel and Palestine. Good food, good conversation! Free! Stay tuned.
-Barbara Cerva, Dave Kendall and
Pat Westwater-Jong
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Loaves and Fishes
Backpack Drive
This is a message directly
from the coordinator of
the Loaves and Fishes
annual Backpack Drive:
Thanks to all of the
generous contributions last
year, we provided close to 250 backpacks filled with
needed school supplies to school-aged students
served by Loaves& Fishes. This is amazing! Our
hope is that we will be able to do that again this
year. We truly appreciate all donations - big or
small.
Every year, school supply lists change and teachers
have more classroom specific requests for their
students. Although we will continue with a supply
list for 2016 (please contact me, if you are interested
in receiving this list) and welcome supply donations,
we hope you would consider a monetary gift that our
team can use to balance out the supplies. A variety
of different, empty backpacks are always needed
and appreciated, especially for the middle and high
school students.
Donations can be dropped off at Loaves & Fishes
during open pantry sessions and Monday and
Wednesday evenings from 7-8 pm. We hope to
collect all donations no later than August 8th so that
we can be ready for distribution on Monday, August
22nd.
This program is not possible without YOU! We
hope that you will consider helping the children
served by Loaves & Fishes for the 2016-2017 school
year. This program brings such joy and excitement
to children in our communities. Our thanks are truly
heartfelt.
Carrie Bergeron
Loaves& Fishes Backpack Program Coordinator
Lnfbackpackprogram@gmail.com

Here we support individual and collective service to the larger community ...
Thank You All for a Terrific Church Year of
Stepping Up!

Help Loaves and Fishes Clients
This Summer

Perhaps we didn’t have coffee every Sunday, but we
made it. We showed up for the important stuff.
Please join me in the spirit of rallying to take the time
to reflect this summer on
how you can bring your
best pom-poms forward
for the next church year.
More than ever we need to
be there for each other;
lean on one another; lift
ourselves up. (Rally!)

Summer is often a time when food inventory is low
on pantry shelves. Please keep Loaves and Fishes in
your hearts this summer by:

Let me know what you’re
thinking:
paigeob21@gmail.com;
(978) 456-7980.
Paige
For the Board, the Welcome Team, Faith Formation,
and our future.

Need a Name Button?
Whether you are new to the
church or just ready for an
upgrade, requesting a name
button is quick and easy. Send
an email message
to buttons@uuharvard.org indicating your style
preference: HUUC photo or sketch; green sanctuary,
rainbow or standard chalice (samples on display in the
Sanctuary Foyer) or attach an image to really
customize! Next time you're in church look for it on
the button screen in the Foyer. Compliments of the
Welcome Team.
~ Cary Browse, Holly Grant, Stacie Green,
Pamela Fredrick, Paige O’Brien

Continuing to purchase food and other
necessities for Loaves and Fishes, just as
you always do on the first Sunday of each
month. By checking for coupons, sales
and on your own pantry shelves, you don’t
even need to spend much money. During
the summer, you can leave donations in
the collections box at the Harvard post
office or deliver it to Loaves and Fishes
directly.
Signing up for shifts to help the HUUC’s
Glean Team rescue food from farms,
orchards, and grocery stores.
Volunteering at Loaves and Fishes by
stocking shelves, sorting clothing
donations, escorting clients through the
pantry to choose their groceries, helping
out in the office, gardening or landscaping
around the Loaves and Fishes building or a
variety of other activities.
Participating in the Loaves and Fishes annual
backpack drive by donating backpack
supplies for a child returning to school in
the fall (see article in this newsletter for
more information about the backpack
drive).
Planting an extra row of food in your
vegetable garden and donating the results
during any open pantry session.
For more information about volunteering with Loaves
and Fishes, contact them directly at
tohelp@loavesfishespantry.org. For more
information about the HUUC’s Glean Team, contact
Risa Goldman at risajan@aol.com. Thank you so
much.

7

Here we support individual and collective service to the larger community ...

Summer Contacts
Office Admin: Elinor Stapleton 978-456-8752 admin@uuharvard.org
President
Vice President
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Tom Daniells (2014-2016)
Ginger Kendall (2014-2017)
William Kellogg (2014-2017)
Steve Farough (2015-2018)
Paige O’Brien (2015-2018)

978-456-7361
978-456-3747
978-456-9673
978-456-0111
978-456-7980

tdaniells@aol.com
4kendalls@charter.net
wlkellogg@charter.net
Farough.steve@gmail.com
paigeob21@gmail.com

Board Member

Kirsti Gamage (2016-2019)

978-456-3849

Kirsti.gamage@gmail.com

Building Rental Manager: David Kendall rentals@uuhar var d.or g
Buildings & Grounds

Glen Frederick, Chair

978-456-3312

glen.frederick18@gmail.com

Caring Network

Kerry Alexander

978-424-8424

kerrglenn@verizon.net

Welcome Team

Cary Browse (chair)

978-456-8160

cbrowse@earthlink.net

Faith Formation Team

Kate Stamm
Sarah Stoddard-Gunn
Leslie Neville

978-456-3431
617-417-5491
978-456-9870

dff@uuharvard.org
sjgwork@mail.com
ldneville4@gmail.com

Rev. Mark’s summer contact information:
I'll be back this Friday for Kathy Marble's memorial service on Saturday.
I'll be at General Assembly in Columbus Ohio June 21-26.
After that I'll be in Penobscot, Maine, during July and August, but am available by email at
james.mark.worth@ gmail.com, land line 207-326-4886, and cell phone 207-812-1787.
I'll be back temporarily to meet our new DFF Daniel Payne when he arrives in August, and
again in late August as necessary as planning starts for the fall.
From the Admin Office
If you have updates to your address, phone, email or the way you want to receive church communication,
please let me know.
Belfry deadlines, Tuesdays: 8/23, 9/20, 10/18 ...
If you want an updated Church Directory, please send me an email and I will send you the pdf file, or I can
print a paper copy for you. And if you want to be listed in the Directory, please let me know.
If you want a printed copy of a sermon, call me, or try the church website. Or if you want the list of
committee chairs and members, let me know and I will send that to you.
Thanks. -Elinor Stapleton admin@uuharvard.org 456-8752
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Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, with all their sorrows and joys...
July & August Birthday Wishes Go To …
Lisa
Aciukewicz
Nellie
Agosta
Olivia
Alfano
Beth Blutt Anders
Jane
Andrew
George Babich
Ross
Brown-Cullinane
Daniel
Colony
Jim
Colony
Cheryl Coonahan
William Cordner
Colby
Day-Newsham
Mary
Donald
Eric
Dyer
Thea
Eiland
Janice
Goodell
Claudia Jarratt
Erik
Johnson
Helena Justicz
Nikko
Koetsch
George C. Krusen
Sawyer Madison
Tucker Madison
Chris
Payne
Ethan
Payne
Hannah Payne
Kate
Sobalvarro
Brenton Stoddart
Alec
Vilain
Becca
Weast
If you missed the opportunity to give us your birthday month please contact the church office: 4568752

MUSIC NOTES

There are no musicians, Jr. Choir, Chimers or Sr.
Choir listed activities for Sundays during the
summer.

Choir members, though are invited to be part of the
ad hoc choir at the Littleton UU Church on August 7,
with Ted Johnson directing. A big thank you to Ted
and Donnalisa for once again hosting the choir’s
final rehearsal/party.
I’m still trying to assess the best date for a Jr. Choir
outing for miniature golf and ice cream at Kimball’seither Saturday, June 18, or Sunday, June 19.
Also, as Meghan Neville mentioned in the last
Chalice Chat, we are so thankful for the generous
participation in the Jr. Choir Bake sale- both by
bakers and buyers. Meghan will fly to Madison,
Wisconsin, along with Imre and me to attend the UU
Musician’s Network conference with the
international Children’s Choir. We have the music
now, and are gearing up for the trip.
Happy summer!

-Eleanor Toth

Other Regular Events/Classes in our Buildings
Fellowship Building
Yoga in Sutherland Hall with Joyce Vassallo: Tue. 7-8:30pm and Sat. 9-10:45am, 617-201-3532.
Council on Aging: Tai Chi Tue. & Thur. 9-10am & Zumba Fri. 9-9:45am, 978-456-4120
Music Lessons, contact michaelgeezil@gmail.com .
Pastel Drawing Lessons, Mon & Thu. pm, Joële Feldman Fine Art 978-456-8191 joelle.feldman@gmail.com
Sanctuary
Harvard Pro Musica, community chorus rehearsals Tuesday evenings, contact Kathy Hewett 456-8692 or
Eleanor Toth 779-2876.
Recitals: Bolton Community Music School, Dec. & June, Valerie Ritter 978-779-2896. Nikolaus Hunt’s piano
students, Mar. & June, 978-368-7759. Eleanor Toth’s piano students, June, 978-779-2876
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Summer Admin Office Hours
Wed. & Thu. 9:00-11:30 a.m.
Please call first: 978-456-8752.
-Elinor Stapleton
admin@uuharvard.org

Rev. Mark Worth
Ted Johnson
Elinor Stapleton
Lorrie Clark
Lori Daniells
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Minister’s Summer Plans
I'll be back this Friday for Kathy Marble's memorial service
on Saturday. I'll be at General Assembly in Columbus Ohio
June 21-26. After that I'll be in Penobscot, Maine, during July
and August, but am available by email at james.mark.worth@
gmail.com, land line 207-326-4886, and cell phone 207-8121787. I'll be back temporarily to meet our new DFF Daniel
Payne when he arrives in August, and again in late August as
necessary as planning starts for the fall.

Interim Minister
Organist and Choir Director
Parish Administrator
Faith Formation Admin Assistant
Bookkeeper

