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Love is the spirit of our church, where …
...we gather to worship...
...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all...
Forthcoming Services, Worship at 10:00 a.m., Announcements at 9:55 a.m. unless stated otherwise.
Saturday Dec. 24th
4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service for
Young Families
5:30 p.m. Pre-Service Concert
John Chapman, Christmas Eve
Singers, Ted Johnson
6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service of
Lessons and Carols
Rev. J. Mark Worth
No Service Sunday Dec. 25th.

Sunday, January 1
“Home By Another Way”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
There is an old tradition that says the Christmas
season begins on Christmas Day – not on
Halloween or Thanksgiving – lasts 12 days and
ends on when the Magi arrive on Epiphany
(Friday, Jan. 6). Whether or not we take the story
of the Magi and the wandering star literally, it is a
classic story. The wise men were following a star;
and later, being warned in a dream, they went
home by another way.
Sunday, January 8
“The Way Things Are”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
A bit ahead of Chinese New Year we will talk
about the wisdom of the Chinese philosophy

known as Daoism (Taoism), and its legendary
founder, Laozi. As with most Chinese philosophers,
Laozi explains his ideas using paradox, analogy,
repetition, symmetry, rhythm, and rhyme. Central to
Daoism is the concept of the Dao (the Tao), the way
and power of the universe, the source and ideal of all
existence.
Sunday, January 15
“Birmingham's Children”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
In May of 1963, more than a thousand students in
Birmingham, Alabama, skipped school as part of the
African-American Civil Rights campaigns of that
era. They marched from the 16th Street Baptist
Church into the downtown area to meet with the
mayor and integrate chosen buildings. Children left
the church while singing hymns and freedom
songs such as “We Shall Overcome.” More than
600 were arrested, some as young as eight years old.
For Martin Luther King, Jr., Sunday, Mark will tell
the story of this “Children's Crusade.”
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values ...
Mark, My Word
There are two versions of the Christmas story in the Bible, one in the Gospel according to Luke, and another in
the Gospel according to Matthew. These two books were actually written anonymously, and the names
“Matthew” and “Luke” were attached later.
Luke begins with Joseph and Mary living in Nazareth. He tells of the census, the journey from Nazareth to
Bethlehem to be counted, that there was no room at the inn, the baby’s birth in a manger, and the visit of the
humble shepherds. After the baby was born, they took him north to Jerusalem and had him dedicated at the
Temple; then they went further north, home to Nazareth.
Matthew says nothing about the journey from Nazareth, the stable, manger, or shepherds. He tells a different
story, which starts with Joseph and Mary living in a house in Bethlehem. Wise men (or Magi) saw a star in the
East, and traveled to Jerusalem to ask King Herod where the Messiah had been born. Herod’s advisors said the
Messiah would be born in Bethlehem and the Magi should look there. Then Herod told the Magi to report
back. The Magi found the Joseph and Mary living in Bethlehem and gave the baby gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.
Then, being warned in a dream to not report back to King Herod, they went home by another road. Joseph was
warned in a dream that Herod wanted to kill the baby so he fled with Mary and the baby to Egypt. This seems
to contradict Luke’s story that the family went in peace to Herod’s capital city, Jerusalem, to have the baby
dedicated in the Temple.
Did Joseph and Mary live in Nazareth as Luke says or live in Bethlehem as Matthew says? After the baby was
born did they go north to Jerusalem or south to Egypt?
These two different stories were both apparently written to explain how Jesus, who was known to have come
from Nazareth in Galilee, was the Messiah who, according to a prophecy, had to be born in Bethlehem in
Judea. But the two stories don’t agree. At Christmas time, we happily combine them, as if they are one
coherent story. We don’t ask ourselves how it all makes sense, let alone the idea of a virgin giving birth.
I don’t worry any more about accepting or rejecting these stories literally. They are classic stories. They are
myths, but that does not mean they aren’t true. Myths aren’t literally true, but they have a different kind of
truth.
Luke, in particular, was telling a political story. He was countering the propaganda of Rome. In those days the
Roman Emperor Augustus, “the son of the god Caesar,” proclaimed himself to be a “Savior” who brought
“good news” – the word used in Greek was our word “gospel” – of “peace on earth,” the Pax
Romana. Augustus proclaimed that the peace he had achieved in battle would be a time of salvation for all
people.
Luke sets his story during the reign of Augustus. But in Luke’s story the Savior is not an Emperor in a great
city but a lowly babe in a stable in an unimportant village. And Luke’s vision of peace differs fundamentally
from the peace of Roman propaganda. It does not come from those who are mighty and rule, but from those
who are weak and despised. Mary, in her song the “Magnificat” says that God “has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly; he has
filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.” (Luke 1:52-53). With these words, Luke’s
gospel is telling us that God will establish justice by disturbing the peace that rich and powerful men, the
Caesars, establish by making the rich richer and the poor poorer. That is the political message of the Christmas
story, a political message we might hold on to as one political administration in Washington D.C. gives way to
a very different political administration.
-Mark
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values ...
Board Report December 2016
We have had a great first half of the church year and now the holidays are here and soon the New Year will be too.
As a result, your Board is busy preparing for the rest of the church year which will begin to see our ministerial search
move into high gear.
Stewardship Committee – The Board discussed the very successful stewardship campaign. Our goal was to achieve
pledges of $200,000 and we received more than $210,000! We thank everyone for their generosity. This will allow
us to move forward with more confidence in our plans for our ministerial search and the other requirements to
operate our church. As you begin to think about how you will make your pledge, a monthly auto deposit option is
available if that would make it easier for you. If so, please see Lori Daniells, our bookkeeper, and she can help you
get this set up.
Congregational Size – Rick High, our treasurer, led a discussion about what is the right number of members that we
want to report to the UUA. This is important as it drives the amount that we pay for dues and also is a factor in
determining the appropriate salary to pay our new minister. The UUA allows the churches to define and report how
many active members that the church has. The key word is active. We have been reporting in the neighborhood of
180 members however this includes many members who have not been to a service in many years. The Board had
good discussion about this and have decided to report 143 members to the UUA. This does not count people who
have not been to a service in 2 years or longer. This does not mean that we will remove these members from our
membership. They will still be members of Harvard UU. Our bylaws require a member to resign their membership,
therefore we will not remove them unless they inform us that that is their request.
Ministerial Search Committee – John Chapman reported that the Congregational Record was completed and went
live right on schedule December 1. We thank the MSC for their hard work getting this comprehensive overview of
our church’s history, a summary of who we are and our needs and hopes for the future. During the month of
December, ministerial candidates are reviewing all of the Congregational Records of churches that are in search
mode. The ministers that see us as a potential fit will let the UUA know. After the first of the year, we will see a
complete list of those ministers who are interested to know more. It is always a “pins and needles” time as we have
no idea how many ministers are interested to pursue us. Reverend Mark reports that at least 3 ministers have called
him to learn more. This is a great sign and remember, it only takes one. The MSC reports that they have had good
discussion about the selection process and are excited about next steps.
Website – Our website, http://uuharvard.org is live and operating well. We invite you to come visit. Paige
O’Brien is the key point of contact for content. She asks for input from the various committee leads if you have
content that you would like to have included. The Board discussed the need for policies and procedures for ongoing
operation of the site. We will be addressing this after the first of the year. As part of the search process, we have a
login area for our candidates to access information to inform them about the health of our church. Thanks to all the
contributors for your help in making this a truly great part of our church communications.
Social Justice Ministries Council – The Board discussed the recent vigil on the town common led by Daniel Payne,
with contributions from Rev. Mark, Phoebe Clark, Ted and Donnalisa Johnson and others. Also, the SJMC
sponsored the new Standing on the Side of Love banner, a perfect statement for us to make to our church members
and our community at large. We thank Eric Broadbent and the SJMC for the efforts to get this important banner
placed in response to the many recent events including the Bromfield rock incident. The SJMC is doing great work
already and have plans for further events in the New Year. Stay tuned.
The Board wishes you and your families the very best this holiday and a great start to the New Year!
For the Board, Tom Daniells
Ginger Kendall, William Kellogg, Kirsti Gamage, Paige O’Brien, Steve Farough
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Here we hold ourselves responsible for the religious education of our children and ourselves,
to carry out our mission, and to support our church. …
Becoming Flesh
The body is good, and any theology worth its salt will be a theology of the body. For many of you, that may be a
given, something you’ve never had to struggle with, something that was instilled into you from a very young
age. For others, though, it’s a daily fight to recognize the goodness of the body. This is most especially true for
many young people. Minute by waking minute, they are bombarded with images and ideologies that instruct
them: if I am not thin, if I am not symmetrical, if I am not athletic and limber and fashionable, then I am not
worthy.
I think, perhaps, this is why the UUA decided to make its first principle about the “worth and dignity of every
person.” My own reading of this sacred principle is that each individual is not only worthy on the inside (a
somewhat easy thing for us all to say, at least about most decent people), but we are also worthy on the outside.
The body is just as sacred as the spirit, the flesh just as holy as the mind.
For Christians, Christmas is primarily about one thing, the most important event from their perspective: God
becoming flesh, the incarnation. Now, while I do not accept the doctrine of the incarnation literally, like with
much of the Bible, it can be beautifully and radically symbolic of some deep truth. I especially love what some
feminist and queer theologians have done with the incarnation. One of my favorite queer theologians, Marcella
Althaus-Reid, wrote the following:
Our task and our joy is to find or simply recognise God sitting amongst us, at any time, in any gay bar or
in the home of a camp friend who decorates her living room as a chapel and doesn’t leave her rosary at
home when going to a salsa bar. (The Queer God. London: Routledge, 2004)

This symbol of God-made-flesh can be meaningful to people of all religious persuasions or none because it
recognizes the holiness of the embodied person. It labels flesh as good. The gospel of John chapter 1 verse 14
states that “God pitched God’s tent among us” in the act of incarnation, becoming flesh. If perfect God can
become flesh, the body must not be all that bad….
I do not believe in the literal incarnation, but it does give symbolic power to a radical re-envisioning of the
goodness of the body. And that’s something I think most of us need to hear. Bodies are good and holy and not to
be shamed.
As I was pondering the radical myth of incarnation, I was reminded that 14 of our 7th and 8th graders will be
starting the OWL program on January 8. For those who don’t know, OWL is the Our W hole Lives sexuality
program developed in partnership between the Unitarian Universalist Association and the United Church of
Christ. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if graduates of the OWL program come to an understanding of their own
bodies as beautiful and good and holy? Wouldn’t it be great if they have the tools to combat the shame society
thrusts upon them?
Shame may be the most common symptom of a diseased culture which focuses entirely too much on sick
notions of beauty and worth. Most conservative religious movements don’t help alleviate that symptom. Rather,
they deepen shame with ideas of original sin and eternal punishment. It’s up to us to teach our children other
values – values of inherent worth and dignity – so that they can counter the negative view they are fed on a daily
basis. Thank goodness for a religious community which upholds the inherent worth of not only individual spirits
and minds, but also of individual bodies.
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Peace,
Daniel Payne
Director of Faith Formation
dff@uuharvard.org
978-201-1545

Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences …

Free lecture from W aking up White's author
Debby Irving
There will be a free lecture from Waking up White's
author Debby Irving on February 2nd at the Waldorf
School of Lexington at 7:00 pm. This timely talk
will examine the mechanics of racism operating in
her own life and will lead us all to reconsider the
roots of our own perspectives. By sharing her
struggle to understand racism and racial tensions, she
offers a fresh perspective on bias, stereotypes,
manners, and tolerance. Debby will speak frankly of
her long-held beliefs about colorblindness, being a
good person, and wanting to help people of color,
and reveals how each of these well intentioned
mindsets actually perpetuated her ill-conceived ideas
about race. Her story provides a context that allows
us all to quickly grasp modern racism’s inner
workings and enter into conversations with new
awareness and skill.
-Risa Goldman
for the Social Justice Ministries Council

January 1st is Loaves and Fishes Sunday
While many people remember to donate food during
the holiday season, sometimes it is easy to forget that
the need is great after the holidays as well. Did you
know that Loaves and Fishes serves 800 families
from Harvard, Ayer, Devens, Groton, Littleton and
Shirley each and every month? If you are able,
please bring in pasta (boxes or cans), canned
tomatoes, tomato sauce and/or tomato paste, some
of their most needed items, and leave them in the
Loaves and Fishes donation area in the church’s
foyer. If you have questions, please feel free to
contact Risa Goldman at risajan@aol.com. Thank
you.
Looking Ahead: January 29th 2017
Worship 9:55 – 11:00, Workshop 11:45 – 1:00
Sermon:
The Spiritual Practice of Hospitality: Welcoming
Ourselves and Each Other William J ames once
said that our actions are our vote for the kind of
world we want to live in. In this time of deep
uncertainty, how do we continue to vote for a world
of acceptance and appreciation rather than division
and disturbance? Though there is much that is out of
our control, in each moment we have the possibility
of choosing connection and love – with ourselves,
with each other and with the world itself.
Workshop: 11:45-1:00
The Spiritual Practice of Hospitality Come join us
for this practical workshop on how to welcome
ourselves and each other. Through guided
meditations, practices and dialogue, we will explore
the possibility of listening with our hearts and
meeting whatever is arising as the way itself.
Bio: David Rynick is one of the founder s of
Boundless Way Zen and the Abbot of Boundless
Way Temple in Worcester. He has been studying and
practicing Zen for over thirty years, and in 2011 was
recognized as a Zen Master in the Korean Rinzai
tradition. David is also a past president of the First
Unitarian Church in Worcester and long-time friend
of our community. David is a life and leadership
coach, author of This Truth Never Fails: A Zen
Memoir in Four Seasons and blogs frequently at
www.davidrynick.com/blog.

Order of Service cover art from Rita Lancaster, thanks.
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January
Electronic version:
please see attached pdf
Weekly calendar.
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Here we are inspired to explore, reflect, and grow spiritually ...
CONNECTIONS CORNER
“This year, I am determined to be more unproductive. My goal is to do less and less – to move slower and
slower until everything stops. I and the whole world will come to a sweet and silent stillness. And in this
stillness, a great shout of joy will arise. We will all be free – free from the advice of ancient ages, free from the
whining voices, free from the incessant objections of the responsible ones.
In this new world, it will be abundantly clear that the bare branches of the winter trees are our teachers. In
their daily dance of moving here and there, we will see once again the true meaning of our life. In the wind
song of their being, we will hear God’s unmistakable voice. We will follow what appears before us – what had
once been difficult will now unfold with ease.”
I came across this quote by Hakuin Ekaku, a 17th Century Zen master, when I “Googled” David Rynick. It was
posted on the blog site of his wife, Melissa. She wrote that it was “a quote sent to me from my dear student and
friend, Diane Fitzgerald, which she received a couple of years ago from my dear husband and fellow teacher
David Rynick.” They are such profound verses and I found the interconnectedness of it all quite remarkable.
This month, HUUC will once again welcome David Rynick, as he returns first as Guest Minister and then as
Workshop Facilitator. Along with the Worship Team, the Connections Team will be co-hosting his visit.
As a congregation, we’ve known David for years. When Wendy took her first sabbatical, he was there to help
us get through it. He taught us about Radical Hospitality, Mindfulness, and Waking Up. He has returned to
preach and facilitate many, many times. And each time it’s exactly when we need him.

We hope you can join us on Sunday, January 29. After David’s sermon and service we will head to the
Fellowship Building for a light meal and then settle in for more of his teachings. For those of us who have had
the privilege to be in his presence, we know it’s an event not to be missed. If you have
not, you must trust us…or Google him!
Warmly,
Paige O’Brien
Board Liaison for the Connections Team
(Cary Browse, Holly Grant, Carol MacFarlane, Sarah Graffam, Imre Toth)

Upcoming Concert in our sanctuary building
http://www.theraftersmusic.com/
Saturday February 4th 2017 (snow date Feb. 11th)
The Rafters | Modern Folk Pop Duo | News
04.20.16 We made a trip down to Kingston MA for an appearance at the South
Shore Folk Music Coffeehouse. Celebrating 37 years, it was an honor to play
the same stage …
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Here we support and care for one another …
Our Thoughts are With …

January Birthday Wishes Go To …

Don Schwarzkopf, Connie Schwarzkopf's husband,
lay in critical care at Emerson Hospital, 3+ days, and
will undergo two weeks of recovery care to practice
walking again, last weeks of Dec. 2016.

Paul
Tim
Diane
Janis
Carl
Emma
Shea
Robby
Weezie
Patty
Sarah
Slava

Reminder
Statements were mailed out last week with your
pledge and your total contributions this calendar
year to the Annual Fund. Please let me know if
you have any questions. Final tax statements will be
mailed at the end of January.
-Elinor Stapleton, 978-456-8752
admin@uuharvard.org

From the Admin Office
If you have updates to your address, phone, email or
the way you want to receive church communication,
please let me know.
Belfry deadlines, Tuesdays: 1/17, 2/21, 3/21, 4/18,
5/16, 6/20.
If you want an updated Church Directory, please send
me an email and I will send you the pdf file, or I can
print a paper copy for you.

Chapman
Coonahan
Cordner
Dyer
Hein
Keaney
Oldham
Perkins-High
Potter
Ruze
Sobalvarro
Weast

If you missed the opportunity to give us your birthday
month please contact the church office:
978-456-8752

Regular Events/Classes in our Buildings:
Sanctuary
Harvard Pro Musica, community chor us
rehearsals Tuesday evenings, contact Kathy Hewett
456-8692 or Eleanor Toth 779-2876, concert Sat.
Dec. 3.

And if you want to be listed in the Directory, please
let me know.

Student Recitals: Bolton Community Music
School, Dec. & June, Valerie Ritter 978-779-2896.
Nikolaus Hunt’s piano students, Mar. & June, 978368-7759.
Eleanor Toth’s piano students, June, 978-779-2876

Thanks. -Elinor Stapleton admin@uuharvard.org
978-456-8752

Fellowship Building
Yoga in Suther land Hall with J oyce Vassallo: Tue.
7-8:30pm and Sat. 9-10:45am, 617-201-3532.
Tai Chi Tue. & Thur . 9-10am & Zumba Fri. 99:45am, 978-456-4120 (Council on Aging)
Art Classes & Workshops with J oelle Feldman
Mon. p.m. 978-618-2041,
Joelle.feldman@gmail.com; http://
www.joellefeldman.com
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Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, with all their sorrows and joys...
What’s Coming Up, Church Events
Fri. Dec. 23
6:30 p.m. “Polar Express” Picnic
Sat. Dec. 24
4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service for
Young Families
5:30 p.m. Pre-Service Concert
John Chapman, Christmas Eve
Singers, Ted Johnson
6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service of
Lessons and Carols
Rev. J. Mark Worth
Sun. Dec. 25
No Service
Mon. Dec. 26
Office Closed
Sun. Jan. 1
9:55 a.m. Announcements
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
“Home By Another Way”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
Mon. Jan. 2
Office Closed
Tue. Jan. 3
10-4 Bargains open
6:30, 7:30 p.m. Alliance
Wed. Jan. 4
6:30 p.m. Caring
7:00 p.m. Meditation
Sun. Jan. 8
9:55 a.m. Announcements
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
“The Way Things Are”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
Tue. Jan. 10
10-4 Bargains open
Fri. Jan. 13
1:00 p.m. Blood Drive
Sun. Jan. 15
9:55 a.m. Announcements
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
“Birmingham's Children”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
11:30-1 Bargains open
Mon. Jan. 16
Office Closed
Tue. Jan. 17
Belfry deadline
Thu. Jan. 19
7:00 p.m. Movie: “The Settlers”

MUSIC NOTES

Musicians:
Christmas Eve: Small group
January 1- Bill Cordner, Joe Dzekevich- Folk music
January 8- Choir
January 15- Bill Cordner, Joe Dzekevich, Jr. Choir
January 22- Choir
Jr. Choir:
You did a fine job at the Solstice service. Thank you!
Please meet in the ee cummings room at 11:20 on
Sunday, January 8th to rehearse for the Martin
Luther King Sunday. On January 15th, meet at the
church at 9:30 to warm up and rehearse with Ted.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Chimers:
We will resume rehearsals at noon on January 8th.
Happy holidays!

Senior Choir:
Rehearsal this Thursday, Dec. 22nd for Christmas
Eve singers. Meet on Thursdays, January 5 and 19 to
prepare for Sundays January 8 and 22. Stay healthy
and happy New Year!
-Eleanor Toth

Summer Job
Star Island Corporation is currently accepting
applications for summer staff. Star Island is a
seasonal religious and educational conference center
off the New Hampshire coast that hires
approximately 100 college-aged people to work
from mid-June to mid-September. As our roots are
linked to the UU and UCC faiths, working on Star
offers a unique employment opportunity for UU and
UCC young adults (age 18 and older) in a beautiful
location. The application deadline is January
23. For more information visit http://starisland.org/
working/
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Sharon Briggs, Caring Network: 508-451-7076 slbriggs@charter.net
Admin Office Hours
Mon. 9:00 a.m.-Noon
Tue. 10:00-3:00
Wed. Noon-3:00
Thu. 10:00-3:00
Fri. 9:00 a.m.-Noon
Please call first: 978-456-8752.
-Elinor Stapleton
admin@uuharvard.org
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Minister’s Office Hours
I expect to be in the office most Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday afternoons, sometimes into the early evening hours.
You may call (office: 978-456-9021) or e-mail
minister@uuharvard.org to schedule an appointment during
those times or to find another time that might work.
-Mark Worth

Director of Faith Formation Office Hours
Tuesday and Thursday, from 10 am - 3 pm.
Please call 978-201-1545 or email dff@uuharvard.org
-Daniel Payne
Rev. Mark Worth
Ted Johnson
Elinor Stapleton
Daniel Payne
Lori Daniells

Interim Minister
Organist and Choir Director
Office Administrator
Director of Faith Formation
Bookkeeper

