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Love is the spirit of our church, where …
...we gather to worship...
...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all...
Forthcoming Services, Worship at 10:00 a.m., Announcements at 9:55 a.m. unless stated otherwise.

September 10th “Our Living Waters”
During my few days at the water protector’s
Standing Rock camp last year I heard “Mni
Wiconi” in ceremony and whenever someone felt
like lifting their voice to the winds. These few
words “water is life” drew thousands of people
from around the world to create a community
grounded in right relationship with all beings.
Likewise, as Unitarian Universalist begin a new
church year, we offer water communion to honor
our relationships. This is our way of
acknowledging the interconnected web of all life
and the blessings we give and receive to one
another. Join us for an All Ages worship service
during which we will bless a new year and our new
ministry by blending the waters of our journeys in
story and song.
*You are invited to please bring water from a place
meaningful to you but water will be available for
all.
September 17th “A Journey Towards the Other
America”
Anti-racist organizer Anne Braden once said, “In
every age, no matter how cruel the oppression
carried on by those in power there have been those
who struggled for a different world. Living in that
world that is working to make it happen lets us

know our lives are worthwhile.” As white
supremacy ideology makes its way into public policy
and the public square, how do we as Unitarian
Universalist respond? Leaders of our UU Black
Lives movement tell us is the first step towards the
“Other America” and the dismantling of white
supremacy is to see it and respond to it in all of it’s
multiple expressions. You are invited on an antiracist journey made possible because we do it
together. Join Us.
September 24, “ Keep On Opening Your Heart”
“That we may start fresh, that we may come clear,
that we may know sweetness and peace throughout
the year. That we may find love where we need it
most and open our hearts and hands and draw each
other close”… prayer from a Rosh Hashanah
hymnal
As Jews around the world celebrate Rosh Hashanah,
a New Year birthed by the renewal of their covenant
with God and creation, let us as Unitarian
Universalist renew our vision for how to live in this
complicated, beautiful and broken world. A vision
that says we are most human when we bind ourselves
in relationship through promises to and with each
other. Come, let us covenant together.
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values ...
From Rev. Jill
Autumn light in maple leaves,
bluest sky, new washed dawn.
Chorus of birds southward-bound,
deepest red chrysanthemum,
earths first rains, smokey breeze
fresh picked apples, honey sweet
golden mornings and the world reborn.
Here we gather to greet the year,
invitation to improve our lives
joyful season and grateful days,
we know again we are free to change.
Let the season summon us home
make this moment our return
now in celebration
open us to the gifts of life.
……Blessing from a Rosh Hashanah hymnal
September brings so many changes. New classes, new teachers, new colleges, new jobs, new sports to play
and watch, new crops to harvest and plant, new slanting sunlight to relish, new births and remembrances to
celebrate and cherish. As the fullness of summer wanes and the rhythm of life shifts with the season, I am
grateful to soon be gathering as a faith community. I miss the collective engagement our faith invites. I found
myself rereading our mission and fell in love again with the three verbs in the first line, “gather, nurture and
create.” Just thinking about how we do all three gave me a sense of purpose and a source of sustenance during
these summer months. What moments or meaning comes alive for you when you consider how we as a faith
community gather, nurture and creates? This is a question the worship team will pose through out the year. In
the fall we will ask, “What does it mean to gather as a UU faith community in relationship (September) as a
community of engagement (October), and as a community of hope (December)? During the winter we will
wonder what it means to be a UU faith community that nourishes and in the spring we will explore what it
means to be a UU faith community that creates. I look forward to tapping into our collective wisdom and our
rich theology as we seek answers that give shape and movement to our mission and to our lives. See you at
church.
With love and gratitude,
Jill
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values ...
Report from the President of the Board
Hello friends! What an honor it is to be president of the Board. My running joke has been, “I’ll do anything to
get out of being the Fellowship Hour coordinator!” Of course, that’s not true - partly because I’m pretty sure
I’m still the Fellowship Hour coordinator!
I’ve taken on many volunteer roles here at HUUC and have spent a great amount of time between the two
buildings (including some overnights in the FB with our Senior High Youth Group!), but never did I imagine
holding the role of guiding our governing body. I’m excited for the challenge and feel privileged to be working
with such a phenomenal staff: our new and spectacular minister, the Rev. Jill Cowie; the outstanding Director
of Religious Education (and Outreach whizz!), Daniel Payne; our beyond-talented, socially conscious Music
Director, Ted Johnson; Lori Daniells, magnificent caretaker of the books; and the person who keeps it all
beautifully threaded together, Elinor Stapleton, Parish Admin Extraordinaire!
Although at the time of this writing we had not yet met officially as a Board, I can confidently say that I am
surrounded by a topnotch group of talented lay leaders: Tom Daniells, Steve Farough, Kirsti Gamage, Stacie
Green, and Leslie Neville; along with Rick High, Treasurer and Danielle Kehoe, Clerk.
And, while our goals and objectives for the year still need to be set, I do know one of our priorities will
highlight the illumination of a multitude of congregational opportunities. A few of these occasions have
already taken shape. Thanks to a dedicated crew working with taskmaster Glen Frederick and the designs of
Ginger Watts, we will return this September to a new kitchen area in the Sanctuary. On a recent beautiful
summer Saturday morning, a dozen folks gathered with gardening tools to take on the weeds (or, says
Emerson, “plants whose virtues have not yet been discovered”) around the Church and to lay down fresh mulch
around our beautiful new Fellowship Building plantings. Daniel is working hard to bring to fruition the first
annual Harvard Chili Cook-Off on September 16. Members of our Social Justice Ministry Council are hosting
an anti-racism workshop series for our community this fall.
Our lives are busy and the options of how we spend our time are abundant, but if we are going to stay strong
and connected as a congregation, there is a responsibility we share to keep ourselves informed and engaged. I
challenge each and all of you to step up into a new experience this year at HUUC. The personal rewards are
indescribable and the benefits to the church,
invaluable.
Please do not hesitate to contact me and share your
thoughts and ideas – or, if you’d like to be the
Fellowship Hour coordinator!

With appreciation,
Paige

paigeob21@gmail.com
(617) 515-9637
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Here we hold ourselves responsible for the religious education of our children and ourselves, to
carry out our mission, and to support our church. …

From Daniel Payne, Director of Religious Education and Outreach Coordinator
Hello Harvard UU Church family! I hope you have all had a wonderful summer, and are ready to get back into the
swing of the church year! I am excited about our Religious Education programming and social action projects this
year, and am looking forward to seeing you in a few weeks. Please review the information below to see what’s on
offer this year.
September 10th Beginning of the Year Parent Meeting: I would like to invite all congr egants, especially par ents,
to join me in Sutherland Hall after worship on September 10 to learn more about our Religious Education programs
this year. We will meet from 11:30 – 12:15. Parents of registered children and youth are required to attend, and will
receive an informational packet on RE programming and behavioral expectations.
September 30th Game Night for RE Families: J oin us for a Satur day evening of food and fun! We will shar e a
potluck meal and play games together. Meet in Sutherland Hall at 6 pm.
**See below for more information on the focus for each age group this year**
Nursery (newbor n – pre-kindergarten): Nursery care is offered each Sunday unless otherwise announced. Our nursery
care workers this year are Maddy Hill and Shea Oldham.
Butterfly Garden (pr e-k – 1st grade): Butterfly Garden kids will be exploring our UU sources throughout the year.
BG children will also have the opportunity to participate in social action projects which are age appropriate.
Rock Garden (2nd – 3rd grades): Rock Garden kids will be discovering spiritual heroes throughout the church year.
Some of these heroes include Confucius, Buddha, Jesus and Rama. RG kids will also have the chance to take part in
social action projects throughout the year.
Cosmix (4th – 5th grades): Cosmix youth will be making a UU Principles banner at the beginning of the year, and will
be exploring Values throughout the year during Sunday morning classes. They will be following the curriculum
entitled Love Connects Us from the UUA, and participating in social action projects which connect with the values
they are learning each Sunday.
Bridges (6th – 8th grades): Bridges youth will follow a wonderful, new curriculum this year entitled Compass Points
along with learning about other religions. Compass Points focuses on what it means to be a UU, and assists youth in
developing their own theology and worldview.
Senior High Youth Group (9th – 12th grades): SHYG youth will meet bi-weekly to discuss deep questions of meaning
and purpose in addition to volunteering in various social justice activities throughout the year.
Tending the Flame Parents’ Group (for all par ents): Daniel Payne and Rev. J ill Cowie will co-facilitate a UU
parenting group from November 5 to February 11. This group will include three in-person meetings and online
conversations. It is based on the book, Tending the Flame, and will supplemented with other pertinent materials.
**In order to streamline communication between the RE Team and RE families this year, we will have Google Groups
in place for each age group as well as a general RE Google Group for more general announcements. Please
come to the Parent Meeting on September 10 for more information on these Groups**
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Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences …

A List of Upcoming Events Open to the Community


Seven-Path Meditation: Use tones and mantr as to balance and heal the seven pr imar y
chakra centers. Meeting every Thursday starting September 14, 7:30 – 9:00 pm, in Suther land
Hall.



Harvard Chili Cook-Off: Come to eat some delicious chili (and vote) and listen to some
wonderful music on September 16, 5 – 7 pm, in Suther land Hall. Pr izes will be given for 1st,

2nd and 3rd place. Invite friends & neighbors! To sign up to bring salad, bread, or to help in the
kitchen, visit http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4ea4a82ca13-harvard


Anti-Racism Workshop Series: September 24th, October 1st, October 15th and October 22nd
from 12:00pm – 2:30pm (with a light lunch offered at 11:30am). Meeting in Sutherland Hall.
Sign up at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/confronting-systemic- racism-tickets- 36089097462



Harvard Humanists: A discussion gr oup for people who value fr eethought. Fir st meeting
will be held on September 24, and thereafter, the last Sunday of each month. 1:30 – 3:00 pm.



Social Justice Cinema: A monthly movie scr eening focusing on social justice issues. Fir st
meeting of the church year is September 29 at 7 pm in Sutherland Hall. Movie TB

Save the Date Friday Oct. 13, 2017 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Building
Our Dysfunctional Healthcare is Damaging our Economy, Fix It
The Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church and the Harvard League of women Voters
invite you to a discussion of The Economics of Single Payer Health Care with Prof.
Gerald Friedman, Professor of Economics, UMass, Amherst.
-Janice Goodell
jgoodell823@yahoo.com
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Here we support individual and collective service to the community …

At the risk of jinxing the process, if
all goes as planned we will begin
our new church year with a
beautifully renovated (and
expanded!) Sanctuary kitchen. No
doubt everyone will be eager to help
host an upcoming Fellowship Hour
and try out the new digs! Worry not,
there are three convenient ways to sign up:
1. Online (https://tinyurl.com/y8ccbvv6)
2. Sanctuary Clipboard
3. Send an email to hospitality@uuhar var d.or g
If you can’t commit to doing the
entire hour, no problem! You can
choose to help with just one or two
tasks like start the coffee; bring a
plate of cookies; help clean-up.
We are also looking for someone to
be the Hospitality Coordinator.
Please contact Paige O’Brien for
more information,
paigeob21@gmail.com, (617) 515-9637.

CONNECTIONS CORNER
Over the summer months, our
Connections Team has been
preparing for the new church year by
updating the church membership list
and working on a new membership
directory, including member photos.
Thanks especially to Carol
MacFarlane for combing through various sources and
contacting folks as needed to generate an accurate
membership list. Our list now has over 180 active
members!
And a big thank you as well to Cary Browse for her
ongoing efforts to create a new membership
directory. If you have not done so already, please
send one photo of yourself or your family to
cbrowse@earthlink.net. Be sure you identify who is
in the picture! Another option is to let Cary know if
you would like to use your picture from the last photo
directory.
Warmly, Sarah Graffam. Connections Team
(Carol MacFarlane, Cary Browse, Imre Toth, Mary
Krause, Lynne Wood, Susan Wildman)

We Have Large Print Hymnals!
Over the summer, the Worship Team was able to
make a few purchases to enhance the worship experience for everyone. These purchases included advent
candles, oil for the chalice, distilled water for the
fountain and most importantly, two large print gray
hymnals and two large print teal hymnals. The
new hymnals can be found in the back closet on the
shelves with the rest of the hymnals or simply ask an
usher to help you find one. –Risa Goldman & Cary
Browse , Worship Team Co-chairs
From the Admin Office
If you are no longer serving in a position for which you need a building key, please return the key(s) to the
church office. If you are new to a serving position, please let me know and I will make sure you get door keys, if
needed. Thanks. If you have updates to your address, phone, email or you want to change the way you receive
church communication, please let me know. Next Belfry deadline is: Tuesday, September 19th. If you want a
simple, updated Church Directory, please send me an email and I will send you the pdf file, or I can print a paper
copy for you. To be listed in the Directory, please let me know. -Elinor Stapleton admin@uuharvard.org,
978-456-8752
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Here we support individual and collective service to the community …
September Birthday Wishes Go To …
Jamie Aciukewicz
Heidi Bachmann
Susan Brooks
Shane Browse
Matt Colony
Anthony Culmone
Glen Frederick
Harrison Graffam
Sarah Graffam
Gary Madison
Arthur Niell
Kai Oldham
Mac Perkins-High
Ann Whitney
Willie Wickman
If you missed the opportunity to give us your birthday
month please contact the church office:
978-456-8752, or admin@uuharvard.org
There will be another work party Saturday
September 2 (9:30 to 11:30) for those that missed
the last one or had so much fun they want to return
for more.
Bargains Consignment Shop Opens for Fall Season
Bargains in the Belfry, our own special consignment
shop resells lightly-used clothing. It will open for the
season on Sunday, October 1st, so now is a good time
to clean out your closets. Bargains is accepting
men’s, women's and children’s like-new used clothing
starting Tuesday, September 5th.

Items for consignment or donation may be left, with a
note giving your name and phone number, in the
church office or outside the Bargains door, or brought
to the shop during hours of operation. The shop will
be open each Tuesday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm and the
first and third Sundays 11:30-12:30. starting October
1st.
Bargains is located in the 'Belfry' of the Harvard
Unitarian Universalist Church, on the Common in
Harvard. Entrance is through the side door, near the
front door of the Church. Proceeds from the Shop
benefit the church and the community. Contact
Dorothy Solbrig, 978-772-9245, for more information
about Bargains in the Belfry.

Sharing Our Plate
for September 2017
Black Lives Matter (BLM) was cr eated in 2012
after Trayvon Martin’s murderer, George Zimmerman, was acquitted for his crime, and dead 17-year
old Trayvon was posthumously placed on trial for his
own murder. BLM, originated in the AfricanAmerican community, and is an international activist
movement that campaigns against violence and systemic racism towards black people.

Other Opportunities in our Buildings
Harvard Pro Musica has been the local home of
choral singers in Harvard and surrounding towns for
close to 50 years. New singers, on all parts and of all
abilities, are invited to join us for open Rehearsals on
Tuesday nights in September, in the sanctuary at
7:30 PM. For our December 9 concert we will
perform “Christmas Fantasy” - Ralph Vaughan
Williams’ Fantasia on Christmas Carols with
baritone and cello, Mid-Winter Songs by Morten
Lauridsen with our fantastic accompanist, Susan
Minor, and Edward Elgar’s stunning The Snow
featuring violin duet. This is robust and exciting
music that will celebrate the winter season. Join us!
Art Classes
Pastel Classes on Wed. after noons @1:00-4:00,
with Joelle Feldman http://www.joellefeldman.com
Painting Classes this Fall, four sessions, @4:00-6:00
with Bobbi Heath. Beginners and intermediate
painters are welcome. Mediums include oil, acrylic,
pastel, and water color. www.bobbiheath.com
Exercise, Yoga, Tai Chi, Zumba classes
Council on Aging Tai Chi Tue. & Thur. 9-10am and
Zumba Fr i. 9-9:45am (978-456-4120)
Yoga in Suther land Hall with J oyce Vassallo: Tue.
7-8:30pm and Sat. 9-10:45am, 617-201-3532.
Exercise Classes with Theresa Hoberman Mon. &
Wed. mornings in the cold weather 978-875-0829.
She teaches the same classes at the track during the
warm weather.
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Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, and all their sorrows and joys …
What’s Coming Up, Church Events
Tuesday August 29

MUSIC NOTES

7:00-9:00 p.m. Worship Planning meeting
Wednesday August 30
7:00 p.m. Meditation
Saturday September 2
9:00-11:30 a.m. Outdoors Work Party
Monday September 4
Labor Day, Office Closed
1:00 p.m. Board Retreat
Tuesday September 5
10:00-4:00 Bargains taking consignments

Sr. Choir:
The first Sr. Choir rehearsal of the new church year
will be on Thursday, Sept. 7, in the sanctuary. Our
Music Director, Ted Johnson, welcomes all who
would like to sing to join us in the sanctuary at 7:30
p.m. We will be supported by our accompanist,
pianist Marsha Martin.
Music Committee:
A reminder that we are meeting on Monday, August
28 at 7:30 at the Toth’s- 37 Flanagan Rd., Bolton.
-Eleanor Toth

7:00-9:00 p.m. Connections Team meeting
Wednesday September 6
6:30-8:00 p.m. Caring Network meeting
Saturday September 9
4:00-8:00 p.m. Pig Roast

Sunday September 10
10:00-11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Our Thanks Go To ...
Bill Cordner and Glenn Alexander for installing
LED bulbs in the Sanctuary chandeliers and washing
the globes in the process – not an easy or quick job.
-Thanks, Glen

“Our Living Waters”
11:30 Parent meeting
12:30 Spirit Play Training
Tuesday September 12
10:00-4:00 Bargains taking consignments

Thanks to the hard working crew that showed up for
the work party to get the grounds ready for the new
church year including Paige O’Brien, Jeff
Boudreau, Lori Daniells, Todd Lainhart, Bill
Cordner, Patty Ruze, John Chapman and the
Fredericks.

Wednesday September 13
7:00 p.m. Meditation

Thursday September 14

Also, thanks to Bill Cordner who did a great job of
painting the back ramp with a non-skid coating.

7:30-9:00 p.m. Chanting & Meditation
7:00-9:30 p.m. Board meeting
Saturday September 16
12:00-2:00 Spirit Play Training
2:00-7:00 Community Chili Cook-off
Sunday September 17

The full calendar is on our website, along with lots
of other information and links.
http://uuharvard.org

10:00-11:00 a.m. Worship Service
“A Journey Towards the Other America”

Rev. Jill Cowie
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Admin Office Hours September—June
Monday 9-Noon
Tuesday 10-3
Wednesday Noon-3
Thursday 10-3
Friday 9-noon
978-456-8752 -Elinor Stapleton admin@uuharvard.org
Director of Religious Education & Outreach Coordinator Office Hours in Summer
Tuesdays Noon to 4:00 p.m.
Please call 978-201-1545 or email dre@uuharvard.org
-Daniel Payne
Rev. Jill Cowie
Daniel Payne
Ted Johnson
Elinor Stapleton
Lori Daniells

Minister
Director of Religious Education & Outreach Coordinator
Music Director
Parish Administrator
Bookkeeper

