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Love is the spirit of our church, where …
...we gather to worship...
...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all...
Forthcoming Services, Worship at 10:00 a.m., Announcements at 9:55 a.m. unless stated otherwise.
Sunday, February 26
“Einstein’s Candle”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
Albert Einstein once said that a person who has
lost a sense of awe and mystery “is as good as
dead, a snuffed out candle.” Einstein appreciated
mystery. Even though there may be no ultimate
answers that apply in all cultures, times, and
places, to the “why?” questions that we ask, we go
on asking. Why are we here? What does it all
mean? Our answers are always provisional, never
complete. That is why it is mystery.

Sunday, March 5
“Turning Guilt into Action”
Katherine Friedman
Guilt is a powerful emotion that many of us feel on
a daily basis. Kate Friedman of the Unitarian
Universalist Service
Committee will share her
experiences with guilt
and the myriad of ways it
has shaped her into the
person she is today- a
social justice advocate
working for UUSC to
protect human rights
across the globe.

Sunday, March 12
“How Buddhism Saves Jesus”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
We don't talk much about salvation. Universalists
say don't need to be saved from hell because a
loving God wouldn't damn us in the first place.
Mark says he sees parallels between the teachings
of both the Buddha and Jesus that “saves”
Christianity for him, that helps him appreciate Jesus
more, and helps him be a better Christian-BuddhistHumanist.
Sunday, March 19
“The Case For Hope”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
What is the essence of religion? One UU minister
says, “Religion is people telling stories of hope.”
Many of us are discouraged about personal concerns,
health issues, or national and world events. Can we
find room for hope? What are the stories of hope?
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values ...
Mark, My Word
The Christian season of Lent begins next week – Mardi Gras or Fat Tuesday is February 28. That's the
last day of celebration before the more somber season of Lent begins. In England Mardi Gras is called Shrove
Tuesday or “pancake day.” It is celebrated in many communities with people dressed as chefs racing one
another down the street flipping pancakes on griddles.
Fat Tuesday, or Pancake Day, is followed by Ash Wednesday (March 1) when our Catholic, Lutheran,
and Episcopalian neighbors go to church and have the sign of the cross made on their foreheads in ashes. Ash
Wednesday comes with the admonition, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” It is a
day of fasting, symbolic of the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness (according to the three Synoptic
Gospels, Mark, Matthew, and Luke). Lent then lasts 40 days and ends on Easter Sunday, which will fall this
year on Sunday April 16th.
Although Christian tradition sees Lent as a serious season of fasting, sacrifice, contemplation and
meditation, there is good news: The word “Lent,” which does not appear in the Bible anywhere, has an old
Anglo-Saxon root that refers to the lengthening of the days. So Lent inevitably leads us into Spring. Easter,
another word that never appears in the Bible, has a Germanic root that comes from Eostre, the goddess of the
east and Springtime. So as Lent begins and winter tarries, we may still feel a contemplative and wintry mood,
yet we might also feel at least a bit celebratory because of the longer days and the inevitability of the coming
Spring.
Lent is part of the circle of the year – the cycle of birth, growth, decline, and death, that we experience
in New England and all of the northern states. It is the tail end of the dark and cold months, and leads us to
the time of renewal and rebirth.
There is a Sufi tale of a man who fell gravely ill and then appeared to have died. His body was
gathered up, washed and placed in a coffin. All the funeral preparations were made and the priest invited.
When the coffin was being carried to the graveyard there was a knocking heard from inside. When it was set
in the ground the lid was opened. As people stood around the man in the coffin spoke up, “I'm not dead. You
have to take me out of here.” But the priest in charge of the funeral ceremony said, “I'm sorry sir, you can't be
alive. The doctor has certified your death, and we have said the funeral prayers. Your funeral is over. It's too
late to complain now.” Whereupon the lid was closed and the man was buried as planned.
The story of Easter has a different ending, of course. What we thought was dead is alive again; what we
thought was lost is found. Lent leads us from a time of wintry despair into the hopeful season of Springtime
and returning life. And so, although it might sound like an odd thing to say, Happy Lent!
Mark
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values ...
Board Report February 2017
Greetings from your Board! The excitement of the year is evident as we head in to late winter. Our MSC process is
well underway, our SJMC team is making progress on an initiative that they are passionate about, the web team is
actively keeping our new site current with updates from many of you, Daniel and the Faith Formation program is
busy hosting events and delivering outstanding religious education and Reverend Mark is busy as always. Every
month we are amazed at the ways in which he touches our church community. This list is of course not complete
without thanking Elinor, Lori, Daniel and Ted. We are so fortunate for all of the various ways the gracious people of
our community make HUUC a very special place.
Social Justice Ministries Council - The SJ MC submitted a pr oposal to the Boar d about hanging the Black
Lives Matter banner depicted here on the side of our church facing Ayer Road.
We had very good discussion about this possibility and it was decided that we
are not quite ready to take this step as a congregation. The Board requests that
an intermediate step be taken to first “hang the banner inside our church” and
continue our discussion about what this will mean for us if/when we have
consensus to take that next step. Stay tuned for more details that will come to
outline next steps.
Ministerial Search Committee - The MSC r epor ted that they ar e r ight on tr ack with the sear ch. They ar e
actively involved in neutral pulpit work and spending time with the candidates. The timelines point to a first of April
decision on who we would like to invite for our Candidating Week later this spring. We will discuss on next month’s
Board report what this week will entail but suffice it to say, this selected minister will be with us for a week before
our final vote which we hope will provide ample time for everyone to see the candidate lead two worship services
and be with them in more intimate settings. We are excited about the progress that the MSC is making. They are
doing an amazing job!!
Website Policies and Procedures – The new uuharvard.org site looks great! If you have not visited yet, please do.
The work that the team has done is impressive. Using a WordPress and responsive design, it works on all electronic
platforms. So try it on your PC, your IPad or smart phone and you will see the interface adapting to your screen. The
work that is needed now is essential in establishing our brand standards and other policies and procedures. A team is
being formed made up of a member from each of our committees to help us with this important communication
vehicle. Please contact your committee head or any Board member if you would like to be a part of this interesting
work.
Financial – Rick reported that it is time again for us to develop the budget for the coming year. Be looking for a
communication from him letting you know process and timelines to develop and submit your budget. He also
updated the Board on HUUC’s long standing tradition to be a Fair Share contributor to the UUA. This year we have
budgeted to collect $11,000 with this Fair Share campaign. Be looking for a letter explaining this request in more
detail along with an envelope for you to send in your pledge. We thank you in advance for your consideration.
Thank you once again for all that each of you do for HUUC. Your contributions are truly appreciated!
For the Board, Tom Daniells
Ginger Kendall, William Kellogg, Kirsti Gamage, Paige O’Brien, Steve Farough
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Here we hold ourselves responsible for the religious education of our children and ourselves,
to carry out our mission, and to support our church. …

(Fun) Faith Formation @ Home
Last month, the Faith Formation Program hosted a “Parents as Spiritual Guides” workshop to suggest ways
parents can incorporate faith development at home throughout the week. We were lucky to have two great
presenters (and parents) – Kelley Taylor and Sarah Stoddard – to show us methods that have worked for them.
One of the activities we learned about is called “vision boarding,” in which family members create a panel of
words, images, colors, crafts, etc that are meaningful to them and which they’d like to see more of in the daily
life of their family unit(s).
We were led in an expansion of this activity, in which the workshop participants were asked to create a “vision
board” of things they’d like to see in the Harvard UU Church Faith Formation Programming. You can see our
work below:

We used paint, glitter, and magazine cutouts to express our desires and hopes for Faith Formation classes and
the general ethos of our programming. You can see the different personalities of the participants, but it is also
evident that there are some clear connecting themes: community, discovery, and the importance of dreaming
among others. We only had a short time to work on the board, but it was a process that brought us together, and
the result is now something we can all see in the Fellowship Building to remind us of some of the things that are
important to us.
If you’re looking for an activity that will bring the family together and at the same time allow individual
members to express their desires and dreams, vision boarding is an excellent idea. I highly recommend it, not
only for families with children, but also between couples – really any group of two or more who wish to deepen
their bond and understanding of one another. It’s an easy, fun way to express feelings and even set goals. If you
do this with your family or spouse, I’d love to see the results. Feel free to email me pictures of the process and
the product. Have fun!
Peace,
4
Daniel Payne, Director of Faith Formation

Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences …

KOZONEM
After Mark's revealing dissertation,
And Unitarian historical encapsulation,
On Lincoln's birthday 2017,
A Magyar repast fit for Isabella queen.
It was our annual Hungarian brunch
When UUs made ethnic food for lunch.
Daniel Payne did the total set up
Sans sleeping teens or even laptop
Lori, Susie, Cassandra and Jeff put out the food,
Baked, or broiled, or fried, or stewed.
Paige' s Sign up Genius did the trick.
For volunteers, pretty slick.
Carnation flowers courtesy of Alice,
Eleanor's angels sang sweet solace.
Caroline created a certificate
That Phoebe, Melissa, Ruby, and Maddie not forget.
Bill C found a microphone
To magnify the singers' tone.
We passed the hat, and as bees make honey,
George Krusen counted up the money.
When all was done, the total "hay",
$300, will buy more in lei!
-Mary Donald
Concert in our Sanctuary: Billy W alsh
Saturday March 11th at 7:00 p.m.
BILLY WALSH is a singer -songwriter with an
almost endless memory for the familiar and obscure
in the Irish and American Music Repertoire. His
voice ranges from a full-bodied baritone to a true,
clear tenor. Several of his original songs have won
awards in The Billboard Song Contest and The
American Song Festival. He has performed in
concert with other songwriters and musicians such
as David Mallett, Lucy Kaplansky, Garnet Rogers,
Billy Novick and Guy Van Deuser, Ronee Blakely,
Lui Collins and even Mel Torme. His first CD of
original songs, ART, SEX, AND RELIGION,
earned critical acclaim and featured members of the
band as well as Matt Glaser, Tim Archibald, Johnny
Cunningham, Greg Lyons, and Ruth Dornfeld.
Dubbed, “The Human Jukebox”, by friends and
fans, Billy has the vocal ability, emotional depth,
and lyrical command to artistically express a wide
range of musical styles. Joyce Andersen on fiddle,
Richard Gates on bass, Tommy Megan on
keyboards, Seth Connolly on various stringed
instruments, and Mary Walsh on harmonies.
Buy tickets in the church office, or online
www.wachusettmusic.net, or when the doors open
at 6:30 p.m.

SHARING OUR PLATE: March
Each month 50% of the cash contributions in the
collection plate, plus checks made out to them, go to
a designated charity. (The balance of the cash and
checks made out to the church go to the church.)
March 5th: UUSC, Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee. The UUSC advances human r ights
and social justice in the United States and around the
world, partnering with those who confront unjust
power structures and mobilizing to challenge
oppressive policies. Please make checks out to
“UUSC”.
March 12th, 19th and 26th -- Southern Poverty law
Center (SPLC) The SPLC is dedicated to fighting
hate and bigotry and to seeking justice for the most
vulnerable members of our society. Using litigation,
education, and other forms of advocacy, the SPLC
works toward the day when the ideals of equal
justice and equal opportunity will be a reality. Their
lawsuits have toppled institutional racism and
stamped out remnants of Jim Crow segregation;
destroyed some of the nation’s most violent white
supremacist groups; and protected the civil rights of
children, women, the disabled, immigrants and
migrant workers, the LGBT community, prisoners,
and many others who faced discrimination, abuse or
exploitation.
Celtic Concert in our Sanctuary: The Tannahill
Weavers with Elizabeth and Ben Anderson
Thursday, April 27, 2017, 7:30pm. Benefit HUUC
general fund.
The Tannahill Weavers are one of Scotland's premier
traditional bands. Their diverse repertoire spans the
centuries with fire-driven instrumentals, topical
songs, and original ballads and lullabies. Their music
demonstrates to old and young alike the rich and
varied musical heritage of the Celtic people. These
versatile musicians have received worldwide
accolades consistently over the years for their
exuberant performances and outstanding recording
efforts that seemingly can't get better...yet continue
to do just that. Elizabeth and Ben Anderson, a Celtic
fiddle and cello duo, has been gaining an enthusiastic
following in the Boston area and throughout New
England.
Click here for HUUC Members discounted tickets
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Here we are safe to share our deeply held thoughts and values ...
Hello Everyone,
The SJMC has been busy this month with our work on the Black Lives Matter Project. On January 22nd, the
SJMC hosted a church potluck and conversation about the possibility of raising a Black Lives Matter banner on
the church. We were happy to see the potluck was well attended. Your feedback and honest dialogue were much
appreciated!
We now have a mockup of our banner (please see below)! On February 16th, the SJMC proposed to the Board
that the banner be hung on the outside of the church. It was decided that there should be further dialogue with
the congregation before considering the possibility of raising the banner. As an intermediary step, the Board has
approved the purchase of the banner and it will be hung on the inside our church. The SJMC will then plan to
have more conversation about the possibility of raising the banner on the outside of the church. Stay tuned!

All lives won’t matter until…

Black Lives Matter
Join the conversation!
Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church
The SJMC has also teamed up with Faith Formation to offer two other events for our Black Lives Matter
Project.
The Screening of 13th:
On Friday, March 3rd at 7pm, Faith For mation and the SJ MC will show the documentar y 13th, which
explores the longstanding relationship between racism and the criminal justice system. The film will be in
Sutherland Hall in the Fellowship Building. There will be refreshments and a discussion after the movie. All are
welcome!
Black Lives Matter Comes to the HUUC!
We are also lucky to benefit from our Director of Faith Formation Daniel Payne’s hard work to bring in an
activist from BLM-Boston on Sunday, March 12th! The plan is to have a session with the children during RE on
March 12 and then talk to the adults from 11:30-12.
Finally, if you want to join the SJMC or propose another social justice project, please come join us!
On behalf of the SJMC,
Steve Farough (farough.steve@gmail.com / 978-456-0111)
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Here we are inspired to explore, reflect, and grow spiritually ...
Harvard Unitarian Universalist Church Faith
Formation Program will be screening the
documentary, 13th, on Friday March 3rd. The
screening will be in Sutherland Hall in the
Fellowship Building at 7 pm. Invite fr iends and
neighbors. Snacks and discussion will follow.

Celebrating Our UU Values!!
AUCTION HOTLINE

Donation and registration forms are now available
at the Auction Committee table in the foyer after
church
Or you can register online
We would love to have new and creative offerings
(but old favorites too)
So please get your information to the committee
so we can begin to put the catalogue together

The 13th Amendment to the U. S. Constitution
abolished slavery. But it also included a provision
many people don't know about and that is what this
documentary brings to view. "Neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for
crime whereof the party shall have been duly
convicted, shall exist." That exception justifies the
use of forced labor as long as the laborer is a convict.
This documentary makes the case that inclusion of
this loophole is only one of the justifications for
continuing domination of people of color. The 13th
Amendment was ratified in 1865 and director Ava
DuVernay supports her thesis through the use of both
historical footage and interviews.

We look forward to seeing you at the Auction on

Saturday, April 8

Join us Tuesday, 7 March, at 6:30 at the Fellowship Building. For the Women's Alliance pot-luck dinner
and guest presenter Linda Cundiff, COO of Health Care Without Walls.
HCWW is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing free and compassionate medical care, education and
advocacy to nearly 2,500 homeless women and their children in eight shelters, safe houses, and transitional family housing sites throughout the Greater Boston Area. Clients range in age from one day old to women in their
nineties, and all of them are bound by the common need for human kindness – given without red tape, bureaucratic hurdles, or stigmatization. HCWW provides specialty services including psychiatry, dermatology, and
ob/gyn, and also provides patients with links to primary care and other medical, community and state resources.
Women experiencing homelessness, domestic violence or dire poverty are most vulnerable to developing chronic
illnesses including diabetes, hypertension, heart disease, major neurological and mental illness, and their risk of
premature death is more than 10 times greater than that of housed, insured and secure women. Despite abundant
hospital, health center and government-backed homeless resources, homeless women fall through Boston’s
health care safety net. Without HCWW, these women would die or remain untreated.
Guided by a determination to address and improve health disparities experienced by women who suffer severe
and complex socio-economic and health conditions, the organization sends volunteer physicians and paid nurse
care managers into Boston area shelters and transitional family housing sites. Community Health Workers support discreet segments of our population to provide care coordination and support to overcome obstacles to improved health and well-being. Pot-luck: 6:30, talk 7:15. All are welcome!

-Barbara Cerva
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Here we support and care for one another …
Regular Meetings for HUUC



Faith Formation Team; 1st Tuesday of month 7pm
Connections Team: 2nd Tuesday of the month,
7:30pm
Caring Network: 1st Wednesday, 6:30pm
Meditation: every Wednesday 7pm
Board: usually 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm
Bargains in the Belfry open every Tue. 10-4, and
every other Sunday after service.
Alliance: 1st Tuesday of the month, 6:30pm
Pot Luck and 7:30 Program.







Regular Classes/Events in our Buildings
Sanctuary
Harvard Pro Musica, community chor us r ehear sals
Tuesday evenings, contact Kathy Hewett 456-8692 or
Eleanor Toth 779-2876, concert Sat. May 6th.
Workshop Sat. June 3.
Upcoming Student Music Recitals:
Bolton Community Music School, June 10, Valerie
Ritter 978-779-2896.
Nikolaus Hunt’s piano students, March 11 & June 11,
978-368-7759.
Eleanor Toth’s piano students, June 17, 978-779-2876

March Birthday Wishes
Go To …
Nico
Agosta
Logan
Anderson
Nicholas Cleary
Pam
Frederick
Benjamin Graffam
Rachel Hemond
Kit
Jorrens
Teddy
Justicz
Deborah Levering
Charles McCormack
Michaele McGinnis
Michaela Nickerson
Lisa
Oldham
Colleen Pearce
Mary Lou Rawlings
Dorothy Solbrig
Gordon Weast
Darrell Wickman
If you missed the opportunity to give us your birthday
month please contact the church office:
978-456-8752, or admin@uuharvard.org

From the Admin Office
If you have updates to your address, phone, email or
you want to change the way you receive church
communication, please let me know.

Fellowship Building

Belfry deadlines, Tuesdays: 3/21, 4/18, 5/16, 6/20.

Yoga in Suther land Hall with J oyce Vassallo: Tue.
7-8:30pm and Sat. 9-10:45am, 617-201-3532.

If you want an updated Church Directory, please send
me an email and I will send you the pdf file, or I can
print a paper copy for you. And if you want to be
listed in the Directory, please let me know.

Exercise Classes Mon. & Wed. mor nings with
Theresa Hoberman, 978-875-0829
Tai Chi Tue. & Thur . 9-10am
Zumba Fr i. 9-9:45am
(Both through the Council on Aging 978-456-4120)
Art Classes & Workshops with J oelle Feldman
Mon. evening, and Wed. afternoon 978-618-2041,
Joelle.feldman@gmail.com; http://
www.joellefeldman.com
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Thanks. -Elinor Stapleton
admin@uuharvard.org 978-456-8752
Our Thanks Go To…
Barbara Kemp, Cary Browse, Pam & Glen Frederick
for helping fold the Belfry. (If anyone else wants to
help, let me know.)
David Kendall, Bill Cordner, Glen Frederick,
Darrell Wickman for extra help everywhere,
especially during the winter.

Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, with all their sorrows and joys...
What’s Coming Up, Church Events
Fri Feb. 24
7-10pm 5th & 6th grade Youth meeting
Sun. Feb. 26
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
“Einstein’s Candle”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
11:30-1 Adult Education Class
Unitarian Universalists in America:
“The Universalists ”
Sun. Mar. 5
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
“Turning Guilt into Action”
Katherine Friedman
Tue. Mar. 7
6:30 & 7:30 Potluck & Program, Alliance
Linda Cundiff, COO of Health
Care Without Walls
Sat. Mar. 11
7:00 p.m. Concert: Billy Walsh Band
Sun. Mar. 12
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
“How Buddhism Saves Jesus”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
11:30-1 Adult Education Class
Unitarian Universalists in America:
“William Ellery Channing and
Ralph Waldo Emerson”
Sun. Mar. 19
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
“The Case For Hope”
Rev. J. Mark Worth
11:30-1 Adult Education Class
Unitarian Universalists in America:
“Thoreau, Emerson, and The
Transcendentalists”
Tue. Mar. 21
Belfry deadline
10-4 Bargains open

MUSIC NOTES

Musicians:
February 26- Bill Cordner, vocals; Donnalisa
Johnson, guitar, harmonica, and vocals; with Mark
Worth on guitar for “Ours Is A Simple Faith”
March 5- Choir
March 12- John Chapman, jazz piano
March 19- Choir
March 26- Michael-violin
Jr. Choir:
Many thanks to the singers at the Hungarian brunch!
We will take off Sundays, Feb. 19th and 26th, and
resume rehearsals at 11:20-11:50 on March 5. We’ll
do some fun singing and prepare for Easter. New
singers always welcome!
Chimers:
What a lovely rendition of your music at the
Hungarian service! Thank you. We won’t meet again
until March 5th or later. Stay tuned for a possible
collaboration with the choir. Our definite scheduled
date is June 4th with Mark and his theme “Blessing
the World”
Sr. Choir:
March 5th and March 19th are choir Sundays with
rehearsals on the preceding Thursdays. Ted may call
us to rehearse on the intervening Thursdays as well
to gear up for our Music Sunday on April 9th. We
will highlight “The Principles” by Mathew Primm
with orchestra and choir. All singers encouraged to
join us for this interesting, new UU music.
-Eleanor Toth

Reminder: You can check the
Building Use Calendar on our website:
http://uuharvard.org/news/calendar/
And of course, explore the rest of the website for all
sorts of information, photos, announcements,
Activities: http://uuharvard.org/
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Sharon Briggs, Caring Network: 508-451-7076 slbriggs@charter.net
Admin Office Hours
Mon. 9:00 a.m.-Noon
Tue. 10:00-3:00
Wed. Noon-3:00
Thu. 10:00-3:00
Fri. 9:00 a.m.-Noon
Please call first: 978-456-8752.
-Elinor Stapleton
admin@uuharvard.org
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Minister’s Office Hours
I expect to be in the office most Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday afternoons, sometimes into the early evening hours.
You may call (office: 978-456-9021) or e-mail
minister@uuharvard.org to schedule an appointment during
those times or to find another time that might work.
-Mark Worth

Director of Faith Formation Office Hours
Tuesday and Thursday, from 10 am - 3 pm.
Please call 978-201-1545 or email dff@uuharvard.org
-Daniel Payne
Rev. Mark Worth
Ted Johnson
Elinor Stapleton
Daniel Payne
Lori Daniells

Interim Minister
Organist and Choir Director
Office Administrator
Director of Faith Formation
Bookkeeper

