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Love is the spirit of our church, where …
...we gather to worship...
...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all...
Sundays in November:
Theme: Abundance, Wealth
and Commonwealth
November 23, 2014
10:00 a.m.
Intergenerational Thanksgiving Service
Rev. Wendy L. Bell
We give thanks together for all that we have and all
that we share in common.
November 30, 2014
10:00 a.m.
Music Sunday
This year, our choir and others from Harvard Pro
Musica, will present Benjamin Britten’s “A
Ceremony of Carols”. Please come and bring your
family and friends to share in the music, and sing
tingling seasonal hymns. Rev. Wendy and Charles
Redinger will share some reflections on simplicity
and letting go.
Sundays in December
Theme: Waiting
December 7, 2014
10:00 a.m.
Coming of Age Sunday
Come celebrate with our youth as they complete
their Coming of Age program and share their
“credo” statements. This year 14 youth (10 boys
and 4 girls) participated in the program, which
began in September and was co-facilitated by
Holly Grant and Chuck McCormack. Coming of
Age is an opportunity for those who are

transitioning to adulthood to explore who they are,
their values, and what they believe. We hope that
everyone will come to listen and show support for
these amazing youth!
December 14, 2014
10:00 a.m.
“Be Still and Wait”
Rev. Wendy L. Bell
On this third Sunday of Advent, we explore some of
the challenges of waiting, especially during times of
great unsettledness or uncertainly.
December 21, 2014
10:00 a.m.
Intergenerational Solstice Service
Come join our dancers and mummers and singers as
together we celebrate the arrival of winter.
Messiah Sing 5:00 p.m.
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Here we are inspired to explore, reflect and grow spiritually …

From Rev. Wendy
I recently heard the story of Virunga, a national park in the Congo, which is home to the critically endangered
Mountain Gorilla. In and around the park there are many competing forces that co-exist. There are the
Congolese park rangers who risk their lives, literally, to save the gorillas. There are rebels who live and subsist
in the park, in part by poaching gorillas for profit. And there are representatives from a British oil company
(with American executives), which has begun illegally exploring for oil.
At the end program, one of the people interviewed says emphatically that everyone should care
about what is going on is this park, even if we live half a world away, because if a multinational corporation
can encroach upon the oldest national park in the world, which is a world heritage site protected by
international agreement, nothing on earth will be safe.
This is another story about “the Commons,” of course, and about the way in which private interests
often seek their own enrichment (and that of their shareholders) through the diminishment of what has been
held in common for the benefit of all. In his book of essays titled Our Common W ealth: The Hidden Economy
that Makes Everything Else Work, Jonathan Rowe writes says there are three types of commons (at least) that
we rely on for sustenance and life: natural, social, and temporal.
We need a natural commons – water, air, trees, and land, for example. We need a social commons,
which includes community, language, culture, as well as roads and bridges. And we need a temporal commons
– “a pool of time available for work outside the market.” This is the space in which we care for one another,
serve our neighbors and friends, and attend to the work of the community. It is also, I would add, the time we
have available to renew our bodies, minds and spirits, so essential to our health and wholeness.
Over the last several decades, our time has also been increasingly encroached upon by the market,
which has led to the diminishment of our communities, including our churches, and to the decline of our
emotional and spiritual health. As Rowe says, “We need to protect our time as well as our waters and
wilderness. We also need ways to channel nonmarket time into constructive uses.”
Note that he said “constructive,” not “productive.” We are so well trained by the economy in which
we live to want to be productive all the time, even in our “free time,” many of us have a hard time
remembering how to rest. Constructive time is time used to build up – to build up our relationships, our
communities, our spirits.
We are about to enter a very busy and demanding season. I would encourage all of you to try to
reclaim some of your time for constructive rather than productive purposes. And I would invite you to begin by
taking some time for your own renewal, to sit still and breathe. Here at the church there will be opportunities
for meditation on Sunday afternoons at 4pm on November 30, December 7, and December 14.
I will also be offering 3 Vespers services on Wednesday evenings from 7-8pm on December 3,
December 10, and December 17. “Vespers” is a word that simply means “evening” and these will Vespers
services will be very simple, informal opportunities to gather for quiet worship with some music, some
readings, a prayer, some sharing, and lots of quiet reflection. I hope you’ll join me for one or all of these
Wednesday evenings to help renew your mind and spirit.
I wish for you that your holiday season, from Thanksgiving through the New
Year, is filled with an abundance of love, health, and wholeness! See you in church!
Rev. Wendy
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… Waiting …
It seems, for me at least, that the ability to wait patiently or joyfully or without
anxiety is intimately connected to what I am waiting for. Like most people as a
child, I thought Christmas would never come. As a college student, I thought
graduation was an eternity away, and yes as a mother, sometimes the distance
between my thinking and my son’s seems endless.
I am much better at waiting for things that take a long time. As a teacher I
always had room in my heart to wait for a teenager to grow out of an immature
thought or a habit; but waiting in the line at the grocery store is quite a different
story.
I once had a really funny, but frightful thought related to waiting… “What if my
eternal judgment were based solely on my how I wait in traffic?” Oh, dear, I
would certainly be condemned to places unknown... I have no patience in traffic!
Thinking seriously for a moment though, I knew I had to change my conduct in
traffic, where I was more impatient than anywhere else in life.
Something magical happened, I started to use the time in traffic differently and
the time went by so much more quickly. My anxiety waiting in traffic simply
melted away. I started to imagine what the life of the person in the car ahead of
me might be like. Had she a child in the hospital she was trying to get to, was she
punching a time clock and late for work, was it her first day back to work after
burying her mother? Of course, probably none of these were true, and she most
probably was just as impatient as I was, but my musings opened me to think more
about the person in the car ahead or behind me. What started as a game became a
habit of compassionately thinking of the other person. Therein was my
opportunity to change how I was waiting. What I do while I am waiting makes
all the difference and yes, it makes a difference to those around me too. Imagine
the impact if we smile broadly at the flustered person in the checkout line ahead
of us rather than sighing rudely at them?
As we reflect this month on waiting for the miraculous wonder of Christmas
generosity, peace on earth, or the eternal flame of hope amid violence, we have
the chance to wait with each other in a very different way. We are a community,
we are a family, in this church we have a common vision of how we wait and
what we wait for, but more importantly we are committed to waiting with each
other, let us do so with compassion.
Pam Reidy, Director of Faith Formation
dff@uuharvard.org
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Two Chances to Become Part of Something Very Special!

Join us in the Garden!
Are you enchanted by the look in a child’s eyes when they discover
something new?
Does something deep inside you long to recover the wonder of
childhood where every idea is possible and play is worthy work?
Wouldn’t you love to spend once or twice a month letting the
amazing children in the Butterfly Garden take you to that special
place of discovering the UU Principles through a child’s openness?
December 7 and 14th have been designated as “Visiting Sundays in
the Garden” for more information contact Kelley Taylor at
kelley@picante.com

It just may be time for you to come to the Garden!

Become a Mentor…Be Someone’s Hero!
Most of us can remember someone who helped us through the difficult teen years. People
were there to help us build trust, and harness our idealism and passion. Heroes were there to
teach us by example and word, to let us question, investigate different personality styles, and
develop into our best selves. How blessed we were to have these people.
It may be time for you to become that person for the youth of our congregation. We currently
have several opportunities to work with middle and high schoolers. We want people who are
confident, caring and compassionate toward the adolescent experience. You give us your
heart and time, and we’ll give you training and the experience of a lifetime with some of the
most wonderful teens on the planet… right here in our own congregation.

Please contact Pam Reidy if you would like to know more…. dff@uuharvard.org
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Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences ...
Sunday Meditation Continues!

Alliance Meetings for December

4PM in Sutherland Hall at the Fellowship Building
on the following days:

The Alliance will hold two
meetings in December to
assemble box wood trees for
the Christmas holidays.
The first meeting
will be held on Tuesday,
December 2nd. Pot luck
supper will be served at 6:30
p.m. in the Van Wormer
Room; followed by
preliminary construction
work. Hostesses are Alice
Rennie and Jean McCrosky.
The second meeting will be held on
Thursday December 4th at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship
Building Kitchen for actual construction. If you own
clippers, bring them with you, if possible, but they
are not a requirement for attendance.
Alice Rennie and Teddy Coffin are leaders
of both meetings.
All are welcome to either or both meetings.
Sale of the trees will be Sundays,
December 7th and 14th after church services.

Nov. 30
Dec. 7
Dec. 14
Jan. 11
Rotating Leadership with Todd Lainhart, Dave
Kendall, Pam Frederick, Reverend Wendy Bell.
Support yourself and your loved ones by taking this
time to slow down and enjoy the season's beauty and
peace.
Contact Todd (tlainhart@gmail.com)
or Pam Frederick (pwfrederick@gmail.com) for
information.

Messiah Sing Along
50th Anniversary
December 21: 5 p.m.

-Carol MacLennan, President

Please join the Harvard Unitarian Universalist Music
Committee and Choir, special guest soloists and
orchestra as we present the Anne-Marie Arnold
Memorial 50th Community Sing In of the Messiah
Oratorio by George Frederick Handel. Former long
term organist of our church, Star Stevens, will return
to accompany on harpsichord.
Director is Ted Johnson, our Music Director.
Your donations gratefully accepted to sustain this
fabulous tradition.
-Eleanor Toth

Sunday November 30th is Music Sunday
This year, our choir and others from Harvard Pro Musica, will present Benjamin Britten’s “A Ceremony of
Carols”. Originally written for Christmas, this work
has become a seasonal staple for all lovers of good
music. The work will be integrated into our regular
service and commences with the procession, “Hodie
Christus natus est” followed by 11 carols such as
“Wolcum Yole”, “That younge child” ”Spring Carol”
and “Deo Gracias”. During this service, our choir
will be joined by Soprano soloist Katrina HoldenBuckley, and accompanied by Harpist Maria Parker
Rindenello. This service marks several beginnings:
Advent – the Christian season of expectation, pre Hanukkah, and, for lack of a better term, “the Holiday
Season”. Please come and bring your family and
friends to share in the music, hearing inspiring words
from Rev Wendy and Charles Redinger, and singing
tingling seasonal hymns.
-Ted Johnson, Music Director
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Here we support and care for one another …

Tis the Season to Honor the Aged
A Church-wide giving opportunity
November’s Worship theme is Abundance, Wealth
and Commonwealth. It is also the month that the
Council on Aging is encouraging the people of
Harvard to honor older members of our community.
So the children of Faith Formation are hoping to
collect and deliver small unwrapped gifts for the
residents of Lifecare of Littleton. The children will
also be helping the residents to write out and address
holiday cards that they want to send to others.
We need adults to buy these items and bring them to
church by December 7th. We will have labeled bins
in the foyer of the church for you to put them into.
Here is a list of suggested items to give.
Handkerchiefs
Hand lotion
Fancy soaps
Hard candy
Word searches
Men’s socks
Magazines (especially Sports Illustrated or
National Geographic)
Coffee table books (can be gently used)
Photo books of other countries (can be gently
used)
Thanks in advance for your participation!

Bargains in the Belfry

The green dot sale continues at Bargains--every
item with a green dot is 10% off the marked
price. And even better, starting December 2nd
everything with a red dot will also be 10% off, and
those with a green dot will be 20% off. There are
LOTS of great things at Bargains - clothes for both
women and men, good books, household items. With
the exception of November 25th, Bargains is open on
Tuesdays from 10 am to 4 pm, and will be open
Sunday, December 7th, 11:30 12:30. Come on up!
-Audrey Ball
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Our Thoughts Are With …
George Krusen…on the death of his son-in-law…
and in gratitude for a friend’s successful surgery
Diane Cordner…who is concerned about her elderly
father
Glenn Alexander…who is going to be a grandfather
soon…and who recently lost a friend
Mary Donald
Ann Whitney…who is grateful for the success of her
father’s recent surgery and who is facing a medical
procedure herself
Alice Rennie…for her granddaughter and in gratitude for the end of a recent renovation project
Britt Argow
William Kellogg…whose father is in the ICU

Save Your Shaws Stamps!
The Glean Team is coordinating an effort to collect
Shaws supermarket stamps for Transitions at
Devens, a transitional shelter for women and their
children. The women of Transitions can exchange
stamps for Cuisinart stainless cookware such as
skillets, lasagna pans and stockpots which they will
use to outfit their kitchens with what they need
most. If there are enough stamps, they will be used
to make “purchases” for families who are moving
out of Transitions and into their own homes. If you
would like to donate the stamps you receive from
shopping at Shaws, we will have a well-marked
envelope next to the mailboxes by the back offices
of the church. This promotion runs from Sept 3rd
through Dec. 25th. Thanks for participating and
happy collecting!
Risa Goldman at risajan@aol.com

Here we support individual and collective service to the community ...

Loaves and Fishes
Shop for Your Kids Day

Loaves and Fishes
Shop for Your Parents Day

On Thursday, December 18th, Loaves and Fishes will
hold its annual Shop for Your Kids event at the Bob
Eisengrein Community Center (formerly the Devens
Community Center) in Devens. With the assistance of
over 100 volunteers, Loaves and Fishes clients choose
gifts, from toys to books, jewelry to gift cards, sports
to arts and crafts, to give to their children. If you
would like to donate new, unwrapped gifts for
children from infancy to age 18, the Social Action
Committee will gladly accept your toy donation during
the regular Loaves and Fishes Sunday, December 7th
and will make sure that Loaves and Fishes receives
them along with our food donation. You can also
deliver your gifts at any open pantry session. If you
would like ideas for gifts that are most desired, Loaves
and Fishes has a link on their webpage,
loavesfishespantry.org. Feel free to contact Risa
Goldman at risajan@aol.com with any questions.

On Saturday, December 13th, Loaves and Fishes
offers its youngest clients the opportunity to “shop”
for holiday gifts for their parents. This program, now
in its 14th year, has brought smiles to hundreds of
children’s faces through the years. The event offers a
full breakfast for each family, a visit with Santa and
then a shopping trip for each child guided by
volunteer “elves.” If you would like to make a
donation to Shop for Your Parent’s Day, please keep
the value of each item you donate to between $10
and $15. Some ideas for gifts are:
For Women:
gloves
winter scarves & hat sets
slippers (med and large)
perfume/lotions
new pierced earrings
jewelry (new or gently worn)
bath sets
knitting or crafting supplies
warm outerwear
For Men:
sports teams related clothing & accessories
flannel, denim and chamois shirts
gloves & knit caps
automotive care kits
fleece jackets/vests
sweatshirts
heavy socks
work gloves

Holiday Food Collection for Loaves and Fishes –
Sunday, December 7th
On Monday, December 22nd, Loaves & Fishes will
hold its annual Holiday Dinner Distribution event.
Families receive all of the fixings for their holiday
celebrations complete with stuffing, gravy, pie,
cranberry sauce, juice, fresh vegetables and even a
turkey, chicken or ham. Each year, we ask for your
donations to help make this possible. For Sunday,
December 7th, please bring in non-perishable holidayrelated food, such as stuffing mix, gravy, broth, canned
sliced pineapple, canned hams, ham glaze, nuts, fancy
crackers, yams, coffee, tea, cocoa, and 100% juice and
leave your donation in the Loaves and Fishes baskets in
the church’s foyer. Thank you so much! Questions?
Please contact Risa Goldman at risajan@aol.com or
anyone from the Social Action Committee.

Other Regular Events in our Buildings
Tue. 7-8:30pm Y oga with Marylu Hildreth
mlhildreth@aol.com. Sat. 9-10:45 a.m. Y oga with
Joyce Vassallo, 617-201-3532. Tue., Thu., Fri. 9-10
a.m. Council on A ging Tai Chi & Zumba classes, 978
-456-4120. Sat. once a month, W omen’s Wellness,
Penny Rosenzweig 508-667-8800

You may bring your donation to church with you
during the regular Loaves and Fishes Sunday,
December 7th and we will make sure that Loaves and
Fishes receives them along with our food donation.
You may also deliver your gifts at any open pantry
session. If you have questions, please feel free to
contact Risa Goldman at risajan@aol.com.

Our Thanks Go To …
Ibby Chiquoine for helping fold OOS and the
Belfry.
Cary Browse for helping fold the Belfr y.
Bill Cordner for helpful phone r eset advice.

Tue. 7:30pm Harvard Pro Musica community chorus,
contact Kathy Hewett 978-456-8692.
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Here we support individual and collective service to the community ...

December Birthday
Wishes Go To ...
Thomas Aciukewicz
Lily
Alfano
John
Atkinson
Rory
Browse
Owen
Coonahan
Charlie
Eiland
Ralph
Goodell
Olivia
Hemond
Donnalisa Johnson
Benjamin L'Ecuyer
Joe
Levering
Jem
Mix
David
Newsham
Paige
O'Brien
Connor Oldham
Tyler
Stamm
If you missed the opportunity to give us your birthday month please contact the church office: 978456-8752, admin@uuharvard.org

Potluck Schedule Modified
We are so very grateful to all of you who have
participated in the after-service potlucks over the
past 2 months. It is obvious that we are a
congregation that enjoys "breaking bread" and
spending time with one another. It is because these
events are so important to us that the Welcome Team
has decided to simplify the schedule of the potlucks.
These gatherings will be energized by themes that
the church has traditionally celebrated and
supported. Save these 2015 dates:
February 8 - The Hungarian Potluck Brunch, to
benefit our sister church in Transylvania
April 12 - The Walk For Hunger Kick-off Potluck
June 14 - The Goodbye-for-Summer Picnic Potluck
Paige O'Brien for
The Welcome
Team
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SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS FOR
2014-2015
The schedule of Sunday morning tasks is now
available on SignUp Genius. You can easily access
this from the home page of the church website:
www.uuharvard.org . If the dates assigned to you
are inconvenient, please arrange to swap with
someone else for a Sunday that fits your schedule.
You can make the swap yourselves on the SignUp
Genius list, or you can let me know what the
changes are and I will update the system. Thanks to
all for your help. Cary Browse,
cbrowse@earthlink.net
Nov. 23 All Ages Wor ship
Welcome: Kate Stamm
Hospitality: Patty Ruze & J ohn Chapman,
Kerry & Glenn Alexander
Ushers: Imr e Toth & J anice Goodell
Greeters: Eleanor Toth
Chancel:
Nov. 30 Music Sunday
Welcome: Tom Daniells
Hospitality: Michaele McGinnis & Geor ge
Babich, Michele & Fernando Catalina
Ushers: Audr ey & Fifi Ball
Greeters: Mar y Donald
Chancel:
Dec. 7
Welcome: Ginger Kendall
Hospitality: Mar y Ellen & Steve Miller , Rick
High
Ushers: Car ol Bar nes & Victor ia Ander son
Greeters: Risa Goldman & Gar y Madison
Chancel:
Dec. 14
Welcome: William Kellogg
Hospitality: Heidi Bachman, Steve Far ough,
Marcia Croyle
Ushers: Pam & Glen Fr eder ick
Greeters: Sar ah Gr affam
Chancel:
Dec. 21 Solstice Service
Welcome: Rebecca Wr ight
Hospitality: Coming of Age par ents
Ushers: Kate Deyst
Greeters: Kir sti & Chuck Gamage
Chancel:

Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, with all their sorrows and joys...

Upcoming Church Events
Sun. Nov. 23
10:00am Worship Service
Intergenerational Thanksgiving Service
Rev. Wendy L. Bell
11:00-3:00 Fair Trade Faire
4:00pm Meditation
Thur. & Fri. Nov. 27 & 28 Office Closed
Sun. Nov. 30
10:00am Worship Service
Music Sunday
4:00pm Meditation
Tue. Dec. 2
10-4 Bargains in the Belfry open
6:30 & 7:30pm Alliance Potluck, Program
Boxwood Trees: Ornament & Bow Making
Wed. Dec. 3
7:00pm Vespers
Thu. Dec. 4
10:00am Alliance Boxwood Trees:
Assembling
Sun. Dec. 7
10:00am Worship Service
Coming of Age Sunday
11:30-12:30 Bargains in the Belfry open
4:00pm Meditation
Tue. Dec. 9
10-4 Bargains in the Belfry open
7:30pm Board mtg
Wed. Dec. 10
7:00pm Vespers
Fri. Dec. 12
7-8:30pm PUUB
Sun. Dec. 14
10:00am Worship Service
“Be Still and Wait”
Rev. Wendy L. Bell
4:00pm Meditation
3:30 & 5:00 Pageant Performances
Tue. Dec. 16 Belfry Deadline
10-4 Bargains in the Belfry open
Wed. Dec. 17
7:00pm Vespers
Sun. Dec. 21
10:00am Solstice Service
5:00pm Messiah Sing
Wed. Dec. 24
4:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service for
Families with Young Children
5:30 p.m. Pre-Service Concert
6:00 p.m. Traditional Service of
Lessons & Carols

MUSIC NOTES

Musicians:
November 23- Sr. Choir and Jr. choir
November 30- Music Sunday with Sr. choir and
friends from Harvard Pro Musica, guest soloist
Katrina Holden-Buckley, and harpist Maria Parker
Rindenello singing Benjamin Britten’s “Ceremony of
Carols”
December 7- Chimers
December 14- Choir
Jr. Choir:
I hope you are singing along with the CD of our
Thanksgiving song. Please meet me at 9:30 at church
on November 23 to warm up our voices, rehearse our
song with Ted, and find a robe that fits. Our next
opportunity to sing in the service is December 21, for
the Solstice service. Stay healthy!!!
Chimers:
No rehearsal this Sunday, November 23, but we do
meet as usual on November 30. December 7 please
be in place to warm up by 9 a.m. We want to be at
our best for our participation in the service. Then
relax and enjoy the holiday season!
Sr. Choir:
Rehearsal on Thursday, November 20, for Music
Sunday AND Thanksgiving Sunday. Additional
rehearsal Saturday, November 22 at 10 a.m. for
Music Sunday. We are singing in the Thanksgiving
service November 23, and for Music Sunday
November 30. We have a little breather before our
rehearsal Thursday December 11 and Sunday service
December 14. Do plan to sing along at the Messiah
Sing on Sunday, December 21 at 5 p.m. This will be
our 50th Anniversary year!
-Eleanor Toth
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Minister’s Office Hours
I am in the office most Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons, sometimes into the early evening hours.
You may call (office: 978-456-9021) or e-mail
(RevWLBell@aol.com) to schedule an appointment during those times or to find another time that might work.

Admin Office Hours 978-456-8752
Mon. 9:00 a.m.-Noon
Tue. 10:00-3:00
Wed. Noon-3:00
Thu. 10:00-3:00
Fri. 9:00 a.m.-Noon
-Elinor Stapleton admin@uuharvard.org

Director of Faith Formation, Pam Reidy
Tuesday and Thursday - morning and afternoon.
Sunday until 2:00 p.m.
Schedule will vary to accommodate evening meetings.
You may call the office to schedule an appointment 978-456-7788 or email dff@uuharvard.org
Rev. Wendy L. Bell
Pam Reidy
Elinor Stapleton
Ted Johnson
Louise Potter
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Minister
Director of Faith Formation
Parish Administrator
Organist and Choir Director
Bookkeeper

