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Love is the spirit of our church, where …
...we gather to worship...
...we create a welcoming, nurturing religious community for all...
MAY THEME:
MERCY
May 24 - Scars and Consequences
Rev. Jane Dwinell. All our actions have
consequences, good or bad. Unfortunately, our
collective actions are contributing to climate
change. I visited the Tar Sands in Alberta where I
saw first hand the consequences of digging for this
dirty oil, and will share the story.
May 31 - Faith Formation Sunday
In the FELLOWSHIP BUILDING
The Annual Meeting will follow immediately after
the service.
June 7 - This morning, we celebrate our annual
Rose Ceremony, our tradition of honoring
graduating seniors AND we will have a child
dedication ceremony! Rev. Wendy will be
preaching
June 14 - Our last service of the church year!
Multigenerational service. The choir will sing.
If you are interested in having your child/
children dedicated this year as part of the
service on June 7th, please let Rev. Wendy
know! (minister@uuharvard.org)

May 24th Guest Minister
The Rev. Jane Dwinell is a UU minister and
environmental activist. She is the author of Freedom
Through Frugality: Spend Less, Have More. She and
her partner, Sky Yardley, divide their time between
New Orleans, Vermont, and France.

Malcolm Sutherland, a long-time (1975-1994)
minister of our church, left behind several large
boxes of his sermons and notes when he retired. If
anyone would like to peruse them, they are in the
church office.
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Here we are inspired to explore, reflect and grow spiritually …

From Rev. Wendy
There is no doubt about it. We have been experiencing – or preparing ourselves to experience – much change
as a religious community. This past month, I shared with you that I will be leaving at the end of July, after 14
years of service to the Harvard UU Church. More recently, we learned that Pam Reidy, our Director of Faith
Formation, will be leaving at the end of June. Things are in flux.
The Board has now hired a very capable interim minister, who will begin with you in August and
accompany you as you begin your search for a new settled minister. We are just beginning to talk about what
will happen next in our faith formation/religious education program. Things are in flux.

It can be hard to live day to day with the uncertainty of change. At least I know it is for me.
Sometimes the changes can feel like losses. Sometimes they can feel like openings, opportunities for new
growth. Sometimes they feel like both. And sometimes, we’re just not sure what the changes will bring. In
recent weeks I have found it very helpful, even comforting, to return to one of my favorite old stories from the
Taoist tradition.
The Taoist farmer lived in a remote village in the furthermost corner of China. He was not a wealthy
man, but he was content with his life, and farmed a small plot of land with his son and wife. One day, a
wild horse galloped on to his land, jumped the fence and began grazing in the farmer’s field. According
to the provincial law, the horse now rightfully belonged to the farmer and his family.
The farmer’s son could hardly contain his excitement, but the farmer put his hand on the son’s shoulder
and said, “Don’t be quick to judge! Who knows what’s good or bad?”

The following day, the horse broke out of the field and galloped away. The farmer’s son was
heartbroken. “Don’t be quick to judge,” said the father. “Who knows what is good or bad?”
On the third day, the horse returned with four mares. The farmer’s son could hardly believe their good
fortune. “We’re rich!” he shouted, but again his father said to him, “Don’t be quick to judge. Who
knows what is good or bad?”
The following week, while riding the horses, the boy fell and broke his leg. The farmer ran to get the
doctor: within a short time, both the farmer and the doctor were tending to the boy, who was moaning
and complaining about his miserable fate. The farmer wiped his son’s forehead with a cool, damp cloth,
looked deeply into his eyes ad reassured him once again, “My son, do not be too quick to judge. Who
knows what is good or bad?”

The following week, war broke out in the province, and army recruiters came through the village and
conscripted all of the eligible young men - all except for one young man who was unable to fight due to
a broken leg!
(As retold in Adam Jackson’s latest book, “The Flipside”)
I think of this story and remind myself to stay calm, keep breathing, wait patiently, don’t judge. The only thing
that is certain in life is change. All will be revealed in time. Meanwhile, keep breathing. Wait and see…
Take joy!
Rev. Wendy
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Here we are inspired to explore, reflect and grow spiritually …
From the Board
We are pleased to present our new Interim Minister!
We have just completed a very successful Interim Minister Search conducted by the UUA Transitions Office.
The process was rapid and very thorough. We had a total of seven candidates interested in us and we
narrowed it down to three people to interview. The final three were all very strong candidates and we would
have been served well with any of them. In the end we decided to extend our offer to James Mark Worth, he
goes by Mark due to his overall experience and specifically his successful work with their youth programs.
A little about Mark –












He has been a UU Minister since 1991
Just finishing a very successful Interim position at Westborough, MA in which he helped them
through the Search process, helped them become a welcoming church and helped them with their
youth programs.
Prior to that he served the Ellsworth, Maine and the Castine, Maine UU Church for 15 years as a
joint minister and then became the Castine UU congregation full time minister for 7 years. A total
of 22 years as a called minister.
He believes in a high quality music program and sometimes plays the guitar in a guitar-banjo-bass
trio at church. He also sings the occasional doo-wap!
His father was a Methodist minister and he wanted to follow in his father’s footsteps. However
being inspired by Martin Luther King and others and beginning to doubt some of the teachings of
the Methodist religion he found himself searching. While fulfilling his selective service obligation
in a hospital in Pittsfield MA during the Vietnam War he learned about the UU Church and
eventually became a member of the Pittsfield UU Church. He found himself occasionally leading
lay services and someone asked him if he ever thought about going in to the ministry. From there he
went to Meadville-Lombard Theological School in Chicago and the rest is history.
He and his wife Micky “Michelle” have a home in Maine. Mark has an apartment in Shrewsbury
where he stays for the majority of the time during the church year.
Mark will start in August some time and we look forward to getting to know him.
His website is http://markworth.me/index.html

And another staff announcementThe Board has accepted the resignation of Pam Reidy our Director of Faith Formation. Pam will be helping
us finish the church year and keeping things running well. She will also help us with planning our next
church year FF programs. We want to thank Pam for her contributions. At this time, the Board is in the
process of developing the plans for replacement of this leadership position.
We are winding down our 2014/2015 Church Year and we are certainly facing some interesting change. As
Wendy told us last Sunday, adventure provides an opportunity to explore and learn. Your Board is excited
and confident that our future will be exciting, rewarding and full of growth. And who knows, maybe a bit of
doo-wap?
Respectfully submitted by your Board - Ginger Kendall, William Kellogg, Rebecca Wright, George Babich
and Kate Stamm. Please email me, Tom Daniells at tdaniells@aol.com if you have any questions or ideas for
your Board.
Annual Congregational Meeting after the service on Sunday May 31st. Please look for an email
with an attached pdf version of the Annual Report Thursday 5/21 including the proposed budget.
I will print some paper copies here for those with no access to email. Thanks.
-Elinor Stapleton, office admin, 978-456-8752
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When I think of mercy, the next word to enter my consciousness is kindness. I tend to believe
that if we are kind we are automatically merciful and while many people think of forgiveness
when the word mercy comes to their mind, I hold that being kind makes mercy evident and
forgiveness possible.
When I was in my fifties I was asked to foster a 16 year old, undocumented Haitian teenager.
John is his name, and he entered the United States at the age of 8 when his mother placed him as
a stow-a-way on a cargo ship. After many days without food or water, he landed in Texas at the
point of death. In the eight years he spent in the USA before he found his way into my heart
and home, his hatred for his mother had grown colossally; so too grew the compassion and
kindness in his heart for others.
John and I spent hours talking through his feelings toward his mother. He emphatically declared
he would never ever forgive her. In a short time he readily replaced me with the mother he
would never pardon. But, clearly kindness was something John could not only relate to, but
aspired to.
A person of deep faith, he was clearly a very merciful person, with a warm, compassionate, and
lenient heart. When I made a mistake or failed him, he readily said,
“That’s okay mom, no problem” but when we spoke about his biological
mother, I saw another John. Many years later, after he returned to Haiti,
to “find his mother”, he would admit to me that he only sought her so he
could “spit in her face and say I hate you.” I knew urging him to forgive
her, would merely be a showdown with the potent stubbornness
characteristic of adolescents. So I focused on appealing to the kindness
inherent in his generous soul.
I wish I could say that John found his mother, forgave her, showed her love and leniency, but he
didn’t. After the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, John almost instantly let go of his hatred, presuming
his mother perished among the 225,000 people who died. When we were walking along the
beach a couple of years ago in Haiti, he was now open to the possibility that as in the Streisand
song “Somewhere”, that “someday, somewhere, we’ll find a new way of living, we’ll find a way of
forgiving”.
Loving John confirmed for me, that forgiveness is more easily achieved as a
result of kindness. For me, ultimately mercy does begin, include and end with
kindness.
4

Pam Reidy, Director of Faith Formation

Please see attached pdf for May 31st
Celebration flyer.

5

Please see attached pdf for June 13th
Spirit Play Training Workshop
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Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences ...

SHARING OUR PLATE SUMMARY FOR THE MONTHS OF MAY AND JUNE
May 3 The Healing Garden, located in Har var d, offer s a community of suppor t, ther apeutic ser vices,
and education to help people experiencing cancer. Its program offerings include: counseling/support groups,
art therapy, exercise/movement, mind body/energy, horticulture therapy, and nutrition. With its seasonal gardens, koi pond, and natural woodlands, the Garden is a place where cancer patients experience a respite from
medical settings. In addition, the Garden has programs for caregivers and cancer survivors. Originally focusing
on breast cancer, the Garden expanded its services in 2012 to include all people affected by cancer. Still true to
the original vision, the Garden provides services without barriers to access—no one regardless of diagnosis,
gender or financial limitations is turned away. For more information go to: http://www.healinggarden.net or
call 978-456-3532.
May 10 Abby's House, a multi-service non-profit organization in Worcester, serves homeless and battered
women and children. Abby’s House is committed to ending homelessness, and in this spirit, in addition to the
emergency shelter, they also manage service-enriched affordable housing. Abby’s House collaborates with
many organizations in the community that provide specific services, such as housing, legal services, mental
and physical health services, and education to assist their clients. We encourage you to give generously to this
charity.
May 17 Project Bread - Walk for Hunger. Project Bread is the only statewide anti-hunger organization
committed to providing people of all ages, cultures, and Walks of life with sustainable, reliable access to nutritious food. From community-based meal programs, to early childhood and school nutrition initiatives, to improved access to farm-to-table resources, Project Bread approaches hunger as a complex problem with multiple solutions. With funds raised through The Walk for Hunger, the oldest continual pledge Walk in the country, and other sources, Project Bread pioneers innovative initiatives and supports effective programs to eradicate hunger in our state.
May 24 TBA
May 31 TBA
June 7 & 14: NEADS (Trains Dogs for Disabled Veterans) NEADS, based in West Boylston, MA, pr ovides assistance dogs to people who are deaf or hearing impaired; people with balance and stability issues;
people with a variety of physical disabilities; wounded combat veterans; teachers, ministers and therapists;
children on the autism spectrum; and children with physical disabilities. Nearly all of the Hearing Dogs are
rescued from animal shelters and 95% of the dogs are trained by inmates through a prison program partnership
with approximately 11 New England Prisons. The typical cost to train a dog for an individual is $25,000 or
more. The clients are asked to fundraise or contribute $9,500 of this amount if possible. In 2011, NEADS locally raised and trained 33 dogs for needy individuals and they would like to continue to increase that number
in the years to come. Contact Leslie Neville for more info, or visit their web site at http://www.neads.org/
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Here we respect our diversity and seek to understand our differences ...

Social Action Committee Suggests
Loaves and Fishes Needs Beans
for Sunday June 7
Right now, Loaves and Fishes is very low on
canned beans and could use chickpeas, refried
beans, baked beans, lentils or any other canned
legume you might be willing to donate. Once you
have gathered your donation, please leave it in the
Loaves and Fishes box in the church foyer for
Sunday, June 7th. If you have questions, please
contact Risa Goldman at risajan@aol.com. Thanks!

Bargains in the Belfry
It is sale time at Bargains. All items with a sticker
are now 20% off. Lots of new spring and summer
items have been added, and there are also sweaters
and jackets for these cool days. And for the youngat-heart, we've added some Fisher Price toys. You'll
find them on the book case near the door as you
walk in. New consignments will be accepted until
the end of May. Bargains is open Tuesdays from 10
am to 4 pm, and will be open Sunday June 7th, after
church.

There is something for everyone in the UUA’s
Monthly Congregational Bulletin.
Go to
http://www.uua.org/communications/bulletin

Welcome Summer with Song
Please join the Sharing a New Song chorus, directed
by Jonathan Singleton, at a concert in the church on
Sunday, June 7th at 5:00pm. Tickets are $10 at the
door. You are also invited to join the chorus for a
pot luck in the Fellowship Building following the
concert. This program is supported in part by a
grant from the Harvard Cultural Council, a local
agency which is supported by the Massachusetts
Cultural Council, a state agency.
8

Loaves and
Fishes Backpack
Drive
Loaves and Fishes (L &
F) annual Backpack
Drive is kicking off and
they hope that we will
choose to be a part of
this important effort.
As you know, L & F tries
their best to make life
feel as normal as possible for the children who are
served there, and the Backpack Program is one way
that they can do that. Every year, because of
generous donations of school supplies and cash
donations, L & F is able to allow each of about 400
children to select his or her own backpack and gradelevel appropriate school supplies.
A 2015 general supply list for each grade level can
be found at loavesfishespantry.org/event/annualbackpack-distribution-event. A variety of different,
empty backpacks are always needed and appreciated,
especially for the middle and high school students.
Or you can make a monetary gift so that the L & F
Backpack Drive team can use that money to balance
out their supplies.
Donations can be dropped off at Loaves & Fishes
during open pantry sessions and Monday and
Wednesday evenings from 7-8 pm. They hope to
collect all donations no later than August 3rd so that
they can distribute them on August 24th.
Thank you for any donations you are able to make.
The children are truly grateful to be able to head
back to school with brand new supplies.
Questions? Contact Risa Goldman at
risajan@aol.com.

Here we support and care for one another …

19th Annual Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast –
Monday May 25, 2015

Candles of Joy &
Sorrow

The annual Memorial Day
pancake breakfast,
sponsored by HUUC, is fast
approaching. Please set
aside the morning to attend
with your families and/or to
help serve the estimated 130 people who will attend
that morning, and then to attend the brief Memorial
Day parade on the common. Breakfast is served
from 8 to 9:30 in our Fellowship Building; the
parade starts at 10.

Audrey & Fifi Ball -John Ball suffering from
Alzheimers Disease -- no
prevention, no treatment,
no cure

We will need plenty of help from the men and
women of the church to help with the setup on
Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m., but especially to work in
the kitchen on Monday morning. From its first
event, suggested and organized by Ed Pieters on
behalf of the Men’s Forum, the pancake breakfast
has been a great place for church members to
reconnect and have a great time doing so. As you
know, Dave and Jane Andrew have been the event
planners and organizers for many years. Donnalisa
Johnson and Cassandra Werthman decided to take
on this task. Dave left us with wonderful notes and
detailed instructions.
Please mark your calendars to attend, tell your
friends and neighbors about it, and sign up to help
with Cassandra (cassandra52@comcast.net) or
Donnalisa at donnalisaj@lycos.com).
We will again ask the Middle School Faith
Formation youth to help. Their assistance as hosts
and servers has been greatly enjoyed and appreciated
over the last few years. All proceeds will be donated
to the Loaves and Fishes food pantry. The church
will again match our net proceeds from our Social
Action Endowment, as they have for several years.
Last year we were pleased to send about $894. This
was down from the year before but we believe the
weather was a mitigating factor. Let’s see if we can
bring the donation back up.

Diane & Bill Cordner -Diane's mother celebrated her 100th birthday, Bill is
recovering from shoulder surgery, their daughter's
cat died
Cary Browse -- Carol Barnes lost her brother
Ann Mallinson -- She and Eleanor Toth visited Kit
Jorrens in Vermont
Mary Donald -- honoring the victims of the Nepal
earthquake
Pat White -- has two new cats
Julie Ann Medjanis -- a good friend was diagnosed
with ovarian cancer
Colleen Pearce -- feeling gr atitude for Wendy's 14
-year ministry with HUUC
Rebecca Wright -- thinking of Wendy
Rory Browse leaves for Ar my boot camp next
week.

MEDITATION RESUMES
FOR MAY AND JUNE
There will be meditation at 4:00 p.m. on the
following Sundays: May 24, 31 and June 14.
Please Note: No meditation on J une 7.

Sign up sheets will be posted on the board in the
sanctuary foyer. Thank you in advance.
-Cassandra & Donnalisa
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Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, with all their sorrows and joys...

June Birthday
Wishes Go To …
Eliza
Agosta
Bailey
Bourgeois
Max
Chadran
Cate
Corbett
Piali
De
Thomas Hill
Barbara Kemp
Julie Anne Medjanis
Andy
Perkins
Nancy
Reifenstein
Lois
Suarez
Sue
Tokay
Imre
Toth
Marc
Vilain
If you missed the opportunity to give us your birthday month please contact the church office: 978-456
-8752, admin@uuharvard.org

Our Thanks Go to …
Otto Solbrig & Bill Cordner, for wor king on
setting up the service recording process.
A Note from Our Treasurer
Sixty-six of our members have contributed $82 each
to help offset the full fair share of UUA and district
dues that we proudly pay each year; please remember to contribute you dues by June 30 if you have
not already done so. Thank you!
Reminder, Potluck Schedule June 14 The Goodbye-for-Summer Picnic Potluck.
- Welcome Team
If you want an updated Church Directory, ask
Elinor Stapleton. I can share the pdf with you on
Google Drive, or send the pdf as an attachment to an
email, or if needed I can print and mail you a paper
copy. -Elinor Stapleton 978-456-8752
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Belfry Deadlines (all Tuesdays, mark your
calendar) J une 16, and then Aug. 25,
and Sept. 15.

Sunday Morning Volunteer
The schedule of Sunday morning
tasks is now available on SignUp
Genius (minus the Board
Welcome). You can easily access
this from the home page of the
church website: uuharvard.org . If
the dates assigned to you are
inconvenient, please arrange to swap with someone
else for a Sunday that fits your schedule. You can
make the swap yourselves on the SignUp Genius list,
or you can let me know what the changes are and I
will update the system. Thanks to all for your help.
Thank you, -Leslie Neville
Note: Corrected Email Address
ldneville4@gmail.com
May 24
Welcome: William Kellogg
Greeter: Lisa Aciukewicz
Usher: Alice Rennie
Coffee Hour: Piali De, Chuck Agosta, Lucy
McQuilken
Chancel:
May 31 Annual Meeting
Welcome:
Greeters: Chuck Agosta, Lucy McQuilken
Usher:
Coffee Hour: Sar ah Connolly, Shar lotte Eiland
Chancel:
June 7
Welcome: Rebecca Wr ight
Greeter: Lisa Aciukewicz
Usher:
Coffee Hour:
Chancel:
June 14 Last Regular Service before summer break
Welcome: William Kellogg
Greeter:
Usher:
Hospitality: All
Church Picnic
Potluck
Chancel:

Here we celebrate together our traditions and our lives, with all their sorrows and joys...

Upcoming Church Events
Thu. May 21
Mail Warrant & Email Annual Report
Sun. May 24
9:45am Nursery open
10:00am Worship Service
Scars and Consequences
Rev. Jane Dwinell
2:00-4:00pm Set up for Pancake B-fast
4-5pm Meditation
Mon. May 25
Memorial Day, Office Closed
8-9:30am Pancake Breakfast
Tue. May 26
10-4 Bargains in the Belfry open
Wed. May 27
7:30pm Caring Network mtg.
Sun. May 31
9:45am Nursery open
10:00am Worship Service in FB
Faith Formation Sunday
Annual Congregational Meeting
4-5pm Meditation
Tue. June 2
10-4 Bargains in the Belfry open
6:30 & 7:30pm Potluck & Programming
Alliance
Sun. June 7
9:45am Nursery open
10:00am Worship Service
Rose Ceremony & Child Dedication
Rev. Wendy L. Bell
Tue. June 9
10-4 Bargains in the Belfry open
Thu. June 11
7:30pm Board mtg.
Sat. June 13
9-1 Spirit Play Training, FB
Sun. June 14
9:45am Nursery open
10:00am Worship Service
Our last service of the church year!
Multigenerational service
All Church Potluck Picnic
Tue. June 16 Belfry Deadline
Admin Office Hours in Summer
Tue & Thu. 9-11:30am
Sun. Aug. 2 Joint Worship Service with Stow-Acton
Tue. Aug. 25 Belfry Deadline

MUSIC NOTES

Musicians:
May 24- Vincent Monaco,
trumpet
May 31- Jr. and Sr. Choirs
June 7- Bill Cordner-Folk vocals
June 14- Choir

Jr. Choir:
We are winding up the church year.
Yesterday was our last rehearsal. Since there is no
church school next week and some of you will be
away, we will not meet then. Please meet on May 31
at 9:30 in the ee cummings room to warm up and
polish our song-“Standing Like a Tree”. We won’t
wear robes that day. Keep singing!
Chimers:

Thank you all for your thrilling music this
past Sunday. It was enchanting! We’re done for this
church year. I hope you will be ready to “begin
again” next Fall.
Sr. Choir:
Three more rehearsals this year- May 21,
28 and June 11. We’ll sing in the services on May 31
at the F.B., and the final service of the year June 14th.
Ted and Donnalisa have graciously invited us to their
house in Stow for the rehearsal/party on June 11.
Summer is a comin’!
Eleanor Toth

Fellowship Building Piano Fundraiser Report
Attendees at the Jimmy Tingle Event had a wonderful
time laughing as Jimmy continually spun out
hilarious scenarios. A number of folks promised to
donate towards the Fellowship Building piano repair
fund even though they didn’t plan to attend the event.
This is the time to send that contribution to the
church. Make your check out to HUUC with “piano
fund” on the memo line. The Music Committee
thanks you!
And a special thanks to Julie Anne
Medjanis who spent so much time and energy on this
project.
-Eleanor Toth"
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Minister’s Office Hours
I am in the office most Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons, sometimes into the early evening hours.
You may call (office: 978-456-9021) or e-mail
(RevWLBell@aol.com) to schedule an appointment during those times or to find another time that might work.

Admin Office Hours 978-456-8752
Mon. 9:00 a.m.-Noon
Tue. 10:00-3:00
Wed. Noon-3:00
Thu. 10:00-3:00
Fri. 9:00 a.m.-Noon
-Elinor Stapleton admin@uuharvard.org

Director of Faith Formation, Pam Reidy
Tuesday and Thursday - morning and afternoon.
Sunday until 2:00 p.m.
Schedule will vary to accommodate evening meetings.
You may call the office to schedule an appointment 978-456-7788 or email dff@uuharvard.org
Rev. Wendy L. Bell
Pam Reidy
Elinor Stapleton
Ted Johnson
Louise Potter
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Minister
Director of Faith Formation
Parish Administrator
Organist and Choir Director
Bookkeeper

